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ThreeTypes of Genes Regulate Floral Development

Mutations have identified three classes of genes that regu- late floral development:

oenes. cadas-

cadas- tral genes, and meristem identity genes.

floral organ identity

Floral organ identity genes directly control floral identity. The proteins encoded by these genes are
ranscription factors that likely control the expression of other genes whos

se products are involved in the

for- mation and/or function of floral organs.

2. Cadastral genes act as spatial regulators of the floral organ identity genes by setting boundaries for
their expression. (The word cadastre refers to a map or sur- vey showing property boundaries for

taxation pur- poses.)

9

Meristem identity genes are necessary for the initial induction of the organ identity genes. These

genes are the positive regulators of floral organ ident
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