University grammar/ Chapter Three

Notes by miss. Batool Abdul Muhsin Miri Alshawi/ College of Education in Qurna/ Uinversity of Basrah

Types of verbs

There are two main categories of verbs based on their function in the verb phrase: lexical verbs and auxiliary
verbs.

1. Lexical Verbs: These are verbs that carry specific meanings on their own, describing actions, states, or
qualities. Examples include walk, write, play, and beautify.

2. Auxiliary Verbs: These are used in combination with lexical verbs to add different aspects of meaning,
such as tense, mood, or voice. They are divided into two groups:

o Primary Auxiliaries: These include verbs like "be," "have," and "do."

o Modal Auxiliaries: These include verbs like can, may, shall, will, could, might, should, would,
must, ought to, used to, need, and dare.

Note: Some modals, such as "need" and "dare," are sometimes classified as "marginal" because they have
unique inflectional and syntactic characteristics compared to other modals. Additionally, expressions like "had
better" and "tend to" have similar functions to modals, so they are often referred to as semi-auxiliaries.
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Verbal forms and the verb phrase

In English, verbs can take on different forms that help us convey various meanings and functions within
sentences. Below is a brief explanation of each:

1. Base Form:
o Symbol: V
o Example: call, drink, put
o Functions:
= Present tense (except 3rd person singular): Used for all subjects except he/she/it.
Example: "I call every day."
= Imperative: Used to give commands. Example: "Call at once!"
= Subjunctive: Used in expressions of demand or suggestion. Example: "He demanded
that she call.”



= Infinitive Forms: Can appear as a bare infinitive (without "to") like "He may call" or
with "to" as in "He wants her to call.”
2. -SForm:
o Symbol: V-s
o Example: calls, drinks, puts
o Function:
= 3rd Person Singular Present Tense: Used with he, she, or it in the present tense.
Example: "She calls every day."
3. Past Form:
o Symbol: V-ed:
o Example: called, drank, put

o Function:
= Past Tense: Used to indicate an action that happened in the past. Example: "He called
yesterday."

4. -ING Participle (Present Participle):
o Symbol: V-ing
o Example: calling, drinking, putting
o Functions:
= Progressive Aspect: Used to show ongoing actions. Example: "He's calling right now."
= -ING Participle Clauses: Used to describe an action happening at the same time as
another action. Example: "Calling early, | found her at home."
5. -ED Participle (Past Participle):
o Symbol: V-ed.
o Example: called, drunk, put
o Functions:
= Perfective Aspect: Used with "have" to show completed actions. Example: "He has
drunk the water."
= Passive Voice: Used with "be" to show the action is done to the subject. Example: "He is
called Jack."
= -ED Participle Clauses: Used to describe a condition or reason. Example: "Called early,
he had a quick breakfast."

Note: When the past tense and past participle share the same form, we use the abbreviation V-ed.
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The morphology of lexical verbs

Regular lexical verbs in English follow a predictable pattern for their different forms. Once you know the base
form of a regular verb, you can easily form its other variations. These forms are structured as:

1. Base Form (V): The basic form of the verb, which is used for commands and with subjects other than
he/she/it in the present tense.

o Examples: call, like, try
2. -ING Participle (V-ing): Used to indicate ongoing actions or as a gerund.
o Examples: calling, liking, trying
3. -S Form (V-s): Used in the present tense for third-person singular subjects (he/she/it).
o Examples: calls, likes, tries
4. Past Form / -ED Participle (V-ed): Used for past tense and in perfect and passive structures.
o Examples: called, liked, tried

Since these forms are predictable, once you know the base form, you can apply the same endings (-ing, -s, -ed)
to almost all regular verbs in English. This pattern is a fundamental rule, as most English verbs are regular, and
any new verbs that enter the language also follow this structure.
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The -ing and -s forms
In English, the -ing and -s forms are modifications of the base form of a verb, and they follow specific patterns.
1. -ING Form:
o The-ing form is created by simply adding -ing to the base form of the verb.
o Examples:
= push = pushing
= sleep - sleeping
2. -SForm:
o The-sformis used in the present tense with third-person singular subjects (he, she, it).

o The pronunciation of the -s ending varies depending on the final sound of the base verb. There
are three ways to pronounce it: /iz/, /z/, and /s/.

The -s form is pronounced as:
(1) Pronounced /iz/:

o When the base ends in a voiced or voiceless sibilant sound, such as /s/, /z/, /|/ (sh), or /4/ (ch),
the -s form is pronounced /iz/ and is spelled -es.

o Examples:
*  pass —> passes
» buzz - buzzes
= push = pushes
= catch - catches
= camouflage - camouflages
(2) Pronounced /z/:

o When the base ends in a voiced (non-sibilant) sound, such as a vowel or sounds like /b/, /g/, /I/,
or /m/, the -s form is pronounced /z/ and is simply spelled -s.



o Examples:
» call > calls
= rob - robs
= flow - flows

o Note: Some irregular forms include:

= do - does
= go -> goes
*  say > says
* have - has

(3) Pronounced /s/:

o When the base ends in a voiceless (non-sibilant) sound, such as /p/, /t/, /k/, or /f/, the -s form is
pronounced /s/ and is spelled -s.

o Examples:
»  cut - cuts
= Jock - locks

*  sap - saps
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The past and the ‘-ed’ participle

For regular verbs in English, the -ed form is used for both the past tense and the past participle. There are
specific rules for how the -ed ending is pronounced and spelled:

o The -ed ending has three possible pronunciations: /1d/, /d/, and /t/.
o [1d/: When the verb base ends in /d/ or /t/, the -ed ending is pronounced as /1d/ (like "id").
= Examples: pad - padded, pat - patted

o /d/: When the verb base ends in a voiced sound (other than /d/), the -ed ending is pronounced

as /d/.
» Examples: mow - mowed, budge - budged



o [t/: When the verb base ends in a voiceless sound (other than /t/), the -ed ending is
pronounced as /t/.

= Examples: pass - passed, pack - packed
Doubling of Consonants:

o Rule: Final consonants in a base verb are doubled before adding an inflection that begins with a
vowel (such as -ing or -ed) if the preceding vowel is stressed and spelled with a single letter.

= Examples: bar = barring, barred; permit = permitting, permitted

o No Doubling: If the preceding vowel is unstressed or is spelled with two letters, the consonant
is not doubled.

= Examples: enter - entering, entered; dread - dreading, dreaded
2. Exceptions to Consonant Doubling:

o (a) Certain Consonants: Regardless of stress, some consonants are doubled if the base ends in
these consonants after a single vowel:

= Examples: humbug = humbugging, humbugged; traffic - trafficking, trafficked
o (b) British English (BrE) vs. American English (AmE):

» |n British English, additional consonants may be doubled after single vowels, even when
unstressed:

= Examples:
» BrE: signal = signalling, signalled; travel - travelling, travelled
= AmeE: signal = signaling, signaled; travel - traveling, traveled

*  Words ending in "-p" usually have the same spelling in both BrE and AmE (e.g., develop
- developing, developed).
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Treatment of -y’

When verbs end in -y or -ie, special changes happen before adding certain inflections (endings). Here’s a
breakdown of the rules:

1. Bases Ending in Consonant + -y:
o When a verb base ends in a consonant + y, the y changes to i before adding inflections that do
not start with i.
o Examples:
= carry — carries
= carry — carried
o However, when adding -ing, the y does not change:
= carry — carrying
2. Special Cases with Vowel + -y:
o Some verbs with a vowel before the y also change y to i in the past tense.

o Examples:
= Jay — laid
= pay — paid

o Note: The verb "say" follows this pattern too, with an additional vowel change in pronunciation:
= say — said
3. Bases Ending in -ie:
o When a verb base ends in -ie, the ie is replaced by y before adding -ing.
o Examples:
= die — dying



= lie — lying

These spelling changes ensure that verbs are easier to pronounce and follow standard spelling conventions in
English.
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Deletion of ‘-’

When dealing with regular verbs in English, there are specific rules regarding the deletion of the final -e before
adding certain inflections like -ing and -ed. Here’s a summary of these rules:

1. General Rule:
o The final -e is regularly dropped when adding the -ing or -ed inflections.
o Examples:
= shave — shaving, shaved
= make — making, made
2. Exceptions to the Rule:
o Some verb bases that end in specific letter combinations do not drop the -e before -ing. These
exceptions include:
= -ee: The final -e is kept before -ing but dropped before -ed.
= Examples:
= agree — agreeing, agreed
= -ye: The final -e is retained before -ing and dropped before -ed.
=  Examples:
= dye — dyeing, dyed
= -0e: Similar to the others, the final -e remains before -ing but is dropped before -ed.
=  Examples:
= hoe — hoeing, hoed
= -ge: Often retains the -e before -ing but drops it before -ed.



=  Examples:
= singe — singeing, singed
3. Specific Case with -ie:
o Verbs ending in -ie also drop the -e before -ed.
=  Example:
= tie — tied
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