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Terminology special words or expressions used in relation to a particular subject 

or activity.  

 

 Medicine: Is the science and practice of the diagnosis, treatment, and prevention 

of disease. The word medicine is derived from Latin medicus, meaning "a 

physician". Medicine encompasses a variety of health care practices evolved to 

maintain and restore health by the prevention and treatment of illness.  

 

 Dentistry: Is a branch of medicine that is involved in the study, diagnosis, 

prevention, and treatment of diseases, disorders and conditions of the oral cavity, 

commonly in the dentition but also the oral mucosa, and of adjacent and related 

structures and tissues, particularly in the maxillofacial (jaw and facial) area.  

 

A TERM; A word or phrase used to describe a thing or to express a concept, 

especially in a particular kind of language or branch of study,  

  

Learning and understanding the roots of most words in the field of Health, 

Medicine, and Dentistry can help you to understand what is being discussed 

"ORIGIN OF MEDICAL TERMS". Hippocrates was a Greek physician and is 

known as the ‘father of medicine. 75% of medical terms are based on terms are 

based on either Greek or Latin words.  

  

 Prefixes are word beginnings, used to modify or qualify the meaning of 

word roots. They usually tell the reader what kind of where (or in what 

direction), or how many.  

The term -PNEA relates to breathing, but it says nothing about the 

quality or kind of breathing.  

 Adding the prefix DYS- qualifies it as difficult breathing.  

ABDOMINAL PAIN is a rather broad term; it gives the reader no clue 

as to exactly where the pain is located either inside or outside the 

abdomen.  

Adding the prefix -INTRA to ABDOMINAL pinpoints the location of 

the pain, for INTRA-ABDOMINAL. It means pain within the 

abdomen.  
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Suffixes are word endings that form nouns, adjectives, or verbs. Medical 

terms can have more than one suffix, and a suffix can appear in the 

middle of a compound term affixed to a combining form.  

 A number of suffixes have specialized meanings.  

 ITIS means inflammation; thus ARTHRITIS means inflammation of a 

joint.  

Some suffixes combine with word roots to form adjectives, words that 

modify nouns by indicating quality or quantity or by distinguishing one 

thing from another. GASTRIC, CARDIAC, FIBROUS, ARTHRTIC 

are all examples of adjectives formed by adding suffixes (underlined) to 

word roots.  

Some suffixes are added to word roots to express reduction in size, -

OLE and -ULE, for example.   

An ARTERIOLE is smaller than an ARTERY, and a VENULE is 

smaller than a vein  

Finally, some of what are commonly accepted as suffixes are actually 

the combination of a word root and a suffix. -MEGALY (enlargement) 

results from the combination of the word root MEGAL (large).  
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 Homonyms  

Some words are very similar in sound and spelling, but have different meanings. 

These homonyms may cause confusion and alter the meaning of what is written so 

care must be taken to check the meaning and the spelling of a word when using 

these terms. 

 Some common homonyms used in dentistry are:  

die: tooth or bridge pattern used in prosthodontic dentistry   

dye: coloring material; may be used to indicate plaque  

auxiliary: helping subsidiary, such as a dental assistant   

axillary: underarm site; may be used to obtain body temperature   
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facial: (a) pertaining to the face; (b) front surface of incisor tooth   

fascial: pertaining to the fibrous membrane on muscles  

  

 palpation: use of hand or finger pressure to locate/examine   

palpitation: condition of racing or increased heartbeat   

suture: area or line where two bones unite, such as coronal suture  

suture: stitch or staple repairing or closing. 


