
Pigeon fever …… Dry land distemper
(Chronic pectoral and ventral midline abscess in horses)
Its an infectious diseases of horses caused by Corynebacterium pseudotuberculosis affected horses in all ages especially old ages ,the disease were mainly transmitted by insect bites , such as horn flies Habronema irritans, Stomoxys calcitrans, and Musca domestica and characterized by External abscesses, particularly in the pectoral and ventral abdominal regions resembling the breast of a pigeon.
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In addition to the chest and ventral abdomen, external abscesses also often develop on the sheath, mammary tissue, axilla (armpit), inguinal region (groin), limbs, and head. Abscesses have less commonly been seen in other locations on the body, including joints, on the rectum, thorax, neck ,and the umbilicus.
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Edema often develops in the region of the abscesses as well, and many horses will develop a fever. When these abscesses mature, they become very firm and painful. Some horses may develop severe lameness, especially those with abscesses in the axilla, inguinal area, and limbs. Although the maturation process can often be slow, once the abscess ruptures, the horse usually becomes much more comfortable.
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Internal abscesses were always developed in the liver, spleen, kidneys, and lungs. Moreover it were less commonly seen in the uterus, diaphragm, and in various other locations within the thorax and abdomen. However about half of the cases with internal abscesses were also suffer from an external abscess. 
Clinical signs in horses with internal abscesses include fever, weight loss, depression, colic, ventral or limb edema, anorexia, respiratory illness, and abortion. These signs can vary depending on the organ(s) that are affected. It is not exactly clear how horses develop the internal abscess form of this disease, but it is believed that the bacteria are spread by the blood or lymphatics from more superficial sites in the body.
Treatment 

1-Treatment of external abscesses is done by hot packs to encourage opening and by surgical drainage and lavage. 
2-NSAIDs can be used to control swelling and pain.
3-Recovery rates are excellent and are not improved by antimicrobial therapy which could be used some time.
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