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Course Description

The term "philosophical methodology" refers either to the methods used to philosophize
or to the branch of meta philosophy studying these methods. A method is a way of
doing things, such as a set of actions or decisions, in order to achieve a certain goal,
when used under the right conditions. In the context of inquiry, a method is a way of
conducting one's research and theorizing, like inductive or axiomatic methods in logic
or experimental methods in the sciences. Philosophical methodology studies the
methods of philosophy. It is not primarily concerned with whether a philosophical
position, such as metaphysical dualism or utilitarianism, is true or false. Instead, it asks
how one can determine which position should be adopted.

In its most common sense, philosophical methodology is the field of inquiry studying
the methods used to do philosophy. But the term can also refer to the methods
themselves. It may be understood in a wide sense as the general study of principles used
for theory selection, or in a more narrow sense as the study of ways of conducting one's
research and theorizing with the goal of acquiring philosophical knowledge.
Philosophical methodology investigates both descriptive issues, such as which methods
actually have been used by philosophers, and normative issues, such as which methods
should be used or how-to do-good philosophy.



