1.1. Passage

_The Historian's work®

A historian needs manuscript as a brick - setter needs bricks. Without
them-he can do no work at all. However ready a good brick - setter may be
to use concrete breeze blocks, or stone in appropriate parts of hig building,
he relies on bricks for the main construction, and spends—most of his
working hours patiently and skillfully laying courses upon/-egurse. In the
same way a good historian, especially if he is medievalist or an ancient
historian, will use Archaeological place name, numismatic, topographical
evidence, whenever he finds it relevant and useful. He may not appreciate
the technique of the. archaeologist or serial photographer, and he will
probably fall to follow the linguistic argument of the place - name scholars,
but he will eagerly consider the conclusion of these experts to see if they
supplement and verify his own knowledge, Yet, for him, nothing can take
the place of the written word. Field- patterns, place, names, potsherds, and
coins are impersonal compared with the most formal manuscript, and since
the historian is essentially concerned with people, their lives, thoughts,
actions and beliefs, his truest and most valuable material must always be
the words and the pictures which men and women have written and drawn

on clay, stone parchment, and paper.

To acquire manuscript is only the beginning of the historian's work. All
writing is subjective, and consequently liable to error and personal bias, so
that historian's who is himself subject to prejudice and capable of mistaken
interpretations, has to attempt to asses the value of each piece of his raw
material and fit it into his general picture of the age he is describing. It is
essentially his pictures, and the reader is free to accept or reject it
according to his own preconception and knowledge of the period.

* Bagley, J. J., historical interpretation, London, 1965, p.11-12.
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1.3. comprehension

A. State whethe::r the following statement are accurate or inaccurate
according to the information provided by the passage:

a. A history never relies on archaeological or topographical evidence

b. Place- names, potsherds and coins are impersonal compared with
manuscripts.

c. To acquire manuscripts is the end of the historian's work.

d.The reader must accept the historian's interpretations.

B. Answer the following question briefly:

a. What does a medievalist study?

b. what do we call a scholar who studies ancient history? -

c. Why will a gobd historian consider the conclusion of the archaeologist
d. What is the main concern of a historian?

e. Why is all writing liable to error and personal bias?

f. What does a historian do with each piece of his raw material”?

g. Must the reader accept every interpretation provided by a historian?

\Why?

(N
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2.1. Passage .
Arabia* j _

At some time between 1000 and 500 B.C., tow strong kingdoms rose to
prominence in the Yemen, those of Ma'in and Saba. T he_ former sent their
caravans northward the Mediterranean markets; g big er_waeap golony was
settled at Dedan or Daydan in the Tihama, and M§naean gnscnptlons have
been found as far afield as Memphis in Egypt and, Delos In the Greek
archipelago. The latter expended westward towargs Africa; their ships
controlled the straits of Bab al-Mandab; they 'colo{lized Abys - Sinai (whose
name is said to be derived from Habasht, an Arabic word perhaps meaning
a confederacy), and for many ages poured a silent stream of Arab
migration into the African coastlands from Cape Guardaful to Sofala, which
have retained to this day a strongly marked semi’diic character.

Saba ultimately ahsorbed Ma'in and two sn*flaller principalities, Aswan
and Kataban: her kings, known as mukarribs, combined the function of
prince and priest, and her wealth was largely expended in the_{beautifying of
her capital Ma'rib, which lay at junction of caravan routes neatly four
thousand feet up in the Yemen hills. Ma'rib was celebrated not only for its
temples and palaces, but above all for the dam which was built a few miles
outside its walls to catch and distribution the waters of its local river, the
Wadi Dhana, and so to irrigate abroad ex - panse of the surrounding
countryside. So remarkable a feat of Hyd-raulit engineering argues a high
degree of technical skill among the Sabaean people.

*J. J. Saunders, a history of medieval islam, Lo_ndon’, 1980, pp. 5-6.
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2.3. Comprehension
A. State whither these statements are correct or incorrect,
according to the information provided by passage. Give the
correct answer.
a. The two kingdoms which rose to prominence in Yemen between
1000 and 500 B.C are those of Ma'rib and Saba.
b. the capital of Saba lay at the junction of carven routes nearly four
thousand feet up in the Yemen hills.
c. Ma'rib was celebrated for its temples and palaces only.

B. Answer the following questions briefly.

a. When did the kingdoms of Ma'in and Saba rise to prominence?

b. which of the two kingdoms sent its caravans towards Mediterranzz,
markets?

c. Ultimately, what happened to the kingdom of Ma'in?

d. Who were mukarribs?

e. what were the function of the mukarribs?

f. Where did the Ma'rib lie?

g. What does Ma'rib dame tell you about Sabaean people?
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3. 1. Passage
The prophet*

Early in 630 Mecca capitulated. Since the failure of the siege of Medina in 627 it
had been clear that peace would have to be made with Muhammed, and with the tied
now running strongly in favor of Jslam, the Kuraish leader, Abu Sufyan, the head of the
Omayya clan, undertook to arrange for a peaceful occupation of the city by the Muslims.

An army of 10,000 men marched on Mecca; Abu Sufyan offered his submission, and
apart from a minor clash, no blood was shed, and the prophet took possession of his
birthplace in placid triumph. He demolished the idols of the kaaba and dedicated the
building afresh to the worship of the one true God. To his former foes he displayed the
tact, moderation and humanity of a born statesman, and most of the Kuraish chiefs, wi,

had so bitterly opposed him, were won over to his side.

Almost immediately he found himself in the add position of having to defend
Mecca against attack from two tribes the Hawazin and the Thakif, who were probably
alarmed at the growth of this strange new power in Arabia, Khalid won his first victory
for Islam when he crushed this confederacyat Hunain , a few miles east of Mecca, a
“aliie which convinced Arabia that resistance ‘o the new religion was vain.Delegations
poured in - to Median ( whither Muhammed returned after the submission of Mecca )
from all quarters of the land; the chiefs of distant Oman and Bahrain accepted Islam
even the Persian governor of the Yemen is said to have accorded some from of
recognition to the Prophet.

The pagans of Taif were among the last to give in. The offered to submit if their
deity the goddess al- lat , were spared for three years. Three years!-exclaimed
Muhammed, no , not a day | And withe a signal below of the axe image was smitten to
the ground. At the pilgrimage of 651 the prophet proclaimed that in future no pagan
would be permitted to approach the Kaaba, and a Koranic revelation urged the faithful: *
fight against them that believe not in God!"

*J. J. Saunders, a history of medieval istam, London, 1980, pp. 32-33.
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3.3. Comprehension

A. Complete the following using information from the passage:
a. It had been clear that peace would have to made with the Prophet since

b. There was no blood shed apart.............ccccunuu.ee.

c. The prophet found himself in the odd position of having to defend Macca
against.....c.cccceeecrenunen.

B. Answer the following question briefly:

a. What did Abu Sufyan arrange for?

b. When did the Prophet take occupation of his birthplace?
c. How did the prophet treat his former foes?

12
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5.1. Passage C;fﬂ \ . \ =~ PL
Omayyad's Economy*

The economic history of the Omayyad age is very imperfectly
known . There seems to have been_a considerable though patchy prosperity
fortunes were made and invested principally in land”; and enormous sums
expended in buildings , from mosques to the Omayyad desert palaces which have
been excavated from the sand in recent years . The disappearance of the Euphrates
frontier , which for seven centuries had separated the Roman from Persian world ,
created a huge free trade area in which goods could circulate and from WhlGh
clistoms barriers were absent ; the Arab navy protected the commerce of thé Indian

ador ot
Ocean ; the conquest of North Africa and Spain flooded the East with treasure
goods and slaves , and it is possible that gold from the mines of the Wadi a} Allak1
, near Aswan in Nubia , was already reaching the Caliphate .

On the other hand , any sudden increase in circulation of the precious metals
must have raised prices and brought about a financial crisis ; the defeat of the
expedition against Constantinople and the cessation of conquest in the West must
have seriously depleted the Treasury} and the vast inequalities of personal wealth
which were now becoming obvious, fostered social discontent §The first attempt to
tackle the Mawali problem was made by Omer IT , who succeeded his cousin
Sulaiman in 717 . This man , a grandson of the first Omer , made an extradrdinary
impression on his age , despite the brevity of his reign . Of austere morals and deep
picly , he recognized no distinction of race or party: he boldy set out torenjove the
economic grievances of the Mawali . this involved something like fiscal revolution,
hitherto Muslims landowner had paid ushr on their estates , and non-Muslims a
different impost .
*J. J. Saunders, a history of medieval islam, London, 1980, pp. 96-;97.
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5.3. Comprehension:

t or incorrect, according to the
correct answer.
3 ]

(a) The economic history of the Omayyad age i§ very perfectly knOWrid
e area.

(b) The disappearance of the Euphrates frontier created a huge free tra
m was made by first Omer.

i
l
§
)

A. State whether these statements are cor
information provided by the passage. Give t

(c) The first attempt to tackle the Mawali probl

}
B. Answer the following questions briefly.

{
(a) Where the big fortunes were invested ?

(b) What had the disappearance of Euphrates done ?
(c) By whom the first attempt to tackle the Mawali problem was made ?

i

5.4. Synonyms :

Imperfectly : Incomplete :
Patchy : Inconsistent
Sums : Amount

Separated : Detached
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|6.1.Passage

British occupation and pglitical situation in Iraq*

The merging of the three provinces of Mosul, Baghdad/and Basra into one
political entify and the creation of a natipn out of the divErse religious and ethnic )S\QA\
elements inhabiting these lands was accomplished after World War 1. Action =
i Mn-by the British military authorities during the war and the upsurge
nationalism after the war helped determine the shape of the new Iraqi state and the
course of events during the postwar years, until Iraq finally emerged as an
independent political entity in 1932.

Monarchy when was established in March 1921 it was the first step in the
establishment of a national regime in Iraq. Two other steps followed immediately:
the signing of a treaty of alliance with Great Britain and the draftM
constitution. It was deemed necessary that a treaty should precede the constitution
and define relations between Iraq qrési\Brit\air\l. The treaty was signed on Oct. 10,
1922. Without direct rgferer\c&itzr‘egroﬁﬁced most of the provisions of the T
mandate. Iraq undtftook tc}(res%egtxeligious fregdom and missionary enterprises P\;‘\A\\
and the rights of foreigners, to {feat all states e_q\fguy, and to cooperate with the ok
{.eaeac ol Nations. Britajn,was bligated,tgsc{f{qg ﬁq)v\ice on foreign and domestic },) g
alTairs, such as military, ju'a'elma - and finarcial matters (defined in separate and - __ .

mxl’_lzjj_q_i,ury agreements)f Although the terms of the treaty were open to periodic

revision, they were to last 20 years. In the meantime, Britain agreed to prepare léq
¢/Tor membership in the League of Nations "as soon as possib .",k}}‘ . "I

T'rom the establishment of a national government, therg was k€en interest in
organizing political parties. Three parties organized in 1921, one by the group in
power and two by opposition parties, had similar social and economic views and
essentially the same political objective: termination of the mandate and the
winning of independence. They differed, Rowevgr, on the means of.achieving the
objective. After the achievement of independerfce in 1932, these parties dissolved,
because their raison had disappeared. It was ofily when social issues were
discussed thal ew political groupings, even if not formally organized as political
parties, began to emerge. The power struggle/among these groups became

exceedingly intense after World War I1..
Y \

~ ¢
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6.3, Comprehension

A. Complete the following using information from the passage:
a. the treaty between lrag and Britain was signed on s
b, Irng undertouk respecting religious freedom and missionary enterprises and
the rights ol Toreigners, to treat all states equally, and to cooperate with the
ML R R R R R A R L A c.
Although the terims of the treaty were open to periodic revision, they were to

IR L L e i

d. ‘The power struggle among these groups became exceedingly intense

13. Answer the following question briefly:
a. How many provinces in Iraq?
b. When was the monarchy established in Iraq?
¢. How many political parties organized in Iraq in 1921?
d. When did Iraq got independence?

6.4. Synonyms

deemed : start
Monarchy : kingdom
provisions : board .
obligated : committed
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7.1. Passage
W“"W”WW%%%&@QW«<M.. St
The Feminist Movement in the United States™

7}{)} dsbﬂt c\:"‘b\;\]))\\_']l‘

There have been sevgral feminist social movements in this country 's
history : in the 1830s , |n the 1890s , in the 1920s , and in the 1960s.Each
period has brought into| being new organizations, some of which have
endured to the present .For example ,the League of Women Voters was
founded in 1920 to educate and organmomen for the purpose of using

}} O’effectwely their newly won right to vote. Though a strong  sense of
5\,) purpose may lead to the creation of g[ga izati gtignsye each will strive to find
some incentive that will sustain it over !ong haul. These permanen
ceptives w litics. &,
\B ‘otf ill affect how tye organization pa:t:cu&gtes in po \

A

There areRleast three @c_j:_s of feminist otrg}((uatlons First, there are
those that rely chiefly on solidary incentives,enroll middie- class women with

\»»——» relativeiy high levels of schoohng and to support sort those causes that
command the widest support among women generally. The League of
Women Voters and the Federati ;Rg Buswgggj\nd Professional Women

, are examples.Both supported cdmpaign to Tatify the Equal Rights

‘A
c}»"‘ Amendment( ERA ), but... they were uneasy with the kind of intense, "“"&
partisan fighting dlspf’;ed by some other women organizations and with

: A_)_) the tendency of more militant groups to link the ERA to their issues, such
Vy Y M The reaSon for their uneasinss is clear : to the extent they =4
A relied on soljddry incentives , they had a stake in avoiding issues and
tactics that would divide their membership or reduce the e}lﬁcttO\Wthh
ership provided camaraderie and professjonal contacts
7;;’ —_ (Ecurf — gt -
(e g Second, there are women's organizations that attract members with
y"’\’o purposive incentives. The National Organization for Women( NOW ) and the
National Abortion Rights Action League( NARAL ) are two of the largest
such groups...The third kind of women's organizations is the caucus that
takes on épeciﬁc issues that have some material benefit to women.The
24
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Women's Equity Action League( WEAL ) is one i:Ch grohp.Rather than

relying on membership dues for financial supported,it obtains grants from
foundations and government agencies.Freed of the necessity of satisfying
a large rank-and-file membership, WEAL has coficentrated its efforts on
. bringing lawsuits aimed at enforcing or en\arg'm 1 the legal rights of women
| in higher education and other institutions.in electoral politics the National

Women's Political Caucus work to get more worTen active in politics and
more women elected or appointed to office.
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* James Q.Wilson and Johh J.Dilulio , Jr. , American Government,
Boston,2004 ,pp.232-233.

7.2. Vocabulary
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7.3. Comprehension

A. State whether these statements are correct or incorrect t. Give the
correct answers:

(a)The League of Women Voters founded in 1920.

(b)The second kind of women's organizations is the caucus that takes on
specific issués that have some material benefit to women:

(c ) In electoral politics the National Women's Political Caucus work to get
more women active in politics and more women elected or appointed to
office.

B. Answer the following questions :

(a)How long had the organizations endured ?
(b)Why was the League of Women Voters founded in 19207

( ¢) What does the first kind of feminist organizations rely on?
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7.4. Synonyms:

Ratify : approve
League : alliance
command : grder
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