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Unit 5: Medical Practitioners 1

 The doctors in Britain are called medical

practitioners. They must have a university degree in

medicine and registered in the General Medical

Council’s list in order to practice. The doctor who

treats patients is called a ‘clinician’. The doctor who

provides primary care for patients is known as

general practitioner (GP), or family doctor. GPs

usually work in a group practice. Group practices

work in building called a health centre.

 Note: practice (noun) practise (verb)



Specialists

 Specialist doctors, like paediatricians, generally

work in hospitals. The two main branches of

medicine are surgery and internal medicine, and

the doctors who practise these branches are called

surgeons and physicians, respectively. In Britain,

male surgeons are addressed as Mr and females as

Ms.



 If the names of specialties end in –ology, the names
of specialists usually end in –ologist. And, if the
name of a specialty ends in –ics, the name of the
specialist ends in –ician, e.g.

 A cardiologist specializes in diseases of the heart
and circulation, or cardiology.

 A geriatrician is a specialist in diseases of elderly
patients, or geriatrics.

 Note: There are some exceptions to the rule, e.g.

An anaesthetist specializes in anaesthetics.
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