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Parts of the Body 2

The abdomen

 The main organs of the body have ordinary English

names and doctors use these words. But an

anatomical word is used when an adjective is needed.

disease of the liver   (hepatic disease)

The pancreas has no ordinary name.



 Bowel or intestine are used when doctors talk about

the digestive system: the small intestine or the

small bowel, the large intestine or the large bowel.

 When speaking to patients, doctors refer to the anus

and rectum as the back passage.



The Chest

 The chest (thorax) contains the organs of respiration

and the heart. The main parts of the respiratory

system are the airways and the lungs. The left lung is

divided into two lobes and the right into three. The

airways consist of the larynx, the trachea (or

windpipe), the right and left bronchus and the

bronchioles. The chest is separated from the abdomen

by the diaphragm.



The Pelvis

 A doctor is explaining the function of the bladder to a 

patient

The bladder is situated in the pelvis, as you know,

and it is connected to each kidney by a long tube

called the ureter-one on each side. The ureters

carry the urine from the kidneys to the bladder,

where it is stored until you decide to empty your

bladder. When that happens, the urine passes down

another tube, called the urethra, to the outside.









4     Functions of the Body 

A  Eating

You’re hungry. 

You’re in a 

restaurant and the 

waiter brings you 

food.

You smell it. It 

stimulates your 

appetite.  You 

want to eat. Your 

mouth waters, 

filling with saliva.

You take a 

bite of the 

food. It 

tastes good 

and you 

chew it and 

swallow it.

You eat 

more, but 

then 

suddenly you 

taste 

something 

unpleasant. 

You feel 

nauseous.

You rush to 

the toilet, 

and get there 

just in time 

before 

vomiting all 

the food  

you’ve eaten.  

Something 

has 

disagreed 

with you



 B The Five Senses

In addition to smell and taste, the senses include sight (or 

vision), hearing and touch (also called sensation or feeling).

What is your sight

hearing

sense of smell

sense of taste

like?

Is your normal?



To ask about the sense of touch, doctors talk about numbness 

(loss of sensation)

e.g.   Have you noticed any numbness (in your fingers or toes?)



Other Functions









Over to You

You think a patient may have diabetes. Think of five

questions you can ask the patient to investigate

further. Try to use the question types presented in this

lecture.




