
4. Is planting trees as good for the Earth as everyone says? 

Today, as the world searches for solutions to global climate change, tree planting has 

become more popular than ever. It’s a simple and appealing response to an overwhelming, 

existential crisis, and it makes for easy messaging: anyone can go out and plant a tree to 

help restore balance to Earth’s climate. But for many large-scale tree-planting initiatives, the 

focus is on the number of new trees that end up in the ground, not on planting the right 

trees in the right places or caring for them after planting to ensure they survive. 

While mitigating climate change is the chief driver of many tree-planting initiatives, these 

projects often have other environmental goals, too, like regulating water cycles, halting soil 

erosion and desertification, and restoring wildlife habitat. They also often have 

socioeconomic goals, like alleviating poverty and enhancing local communities’ health and 

livelihoods. 

 


