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What is a research problem?

A research problem is a statement that addresses a gap in knowledge, challenge
or contradiction in your field. Scientists use research problems to identify and
define the aim of their study and analysis. You may decide to conduct research
based on a problem if you're interested in contributing to social or scientific

change or adding additional knowledge to an existing topic. A research problem

may also help identify key concepts and terms, overarching questions and variab
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The purpose of a problem statement is to:

e Knowledge of the researcher to the importance of the topic being studied.
The researcher is oriented to the significance of the study and the research
questions or hypotheses to follow.

e Places the problem into a particular context that defines the parameters of
what is to be investigated.

e Provides the framework for reporting the results and indicates what is
probably necessary to conduct the study and explain how the findings will

present this information.
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problem statements should possess the following attributes:

Clarity and precision

Identification of what would be studied, while avoiding the use of value—

laden words and terms

Identification of an overarching question and key factors or variables

Identification of key concepts and terms

Articulation of the study's boundaries or parameters
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MEANING OF RESEARCH DESIGN

Before beginning your paper, you need to decide how you plan to design the

study.The research design refers to the overall strategy that you choose to

integrate the different components of the study in a coherent and logical way,

thereby, ensuring you will effectively address the research problem; it

constitutes the blueprint for the collection, measurement, and analysis of data.

Note that the research problem determines the type of design you should

use, not the other way around!

research design is the arrangement of conditions for collection and analysis of

data in a manner that aims to combine relevance to the research purpose

with economy in procedure.”]
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In fact, the research design is the conceptual structure within which research
is conducted; it constitutes the blueprint for the collection, measurement and
analysis of data. As such the design includes an outline of what the

researcher will do from writing the hypothesis and its operational implications

to the final analysis of data. More explicitly
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What the study ia a bout? Faul ! o 1obe (e -1
Why is the study made? Sauljudl clae 13U -2
What is the scope? Sl yudl sgu o Le -3
What are the objectives of the study? Saulyul calual pale -4
What are the propositions to be tested? Al )l elaal Lo Le -5

What are the major concepts (0 Slgas,ai coslglt el eealall o Lo -6
be Defined operationally?
When Orin what place the study Sawi; il d s gyt g OISU 58 Lo -7

will be conducted?

What is the typology of the design? Fenzind! pasuaill Ziked oo Lo -8
What Kinds of data are needed? iy gpall bl oo L -9
What are the sources of data? Sebld oda juwas e -10

What is the universw from Saial die com i g2l Al yudl pslioes ga La -11

which the sample has to be drawn?
What is the sample size? Faial! @z Lo =12

What imethods are to be adopt- Sculeglall pan 8 pt 2 gill ga Lo -13
ed for collecting data?
What tools to be used Scleglal!l pam 3 Lgalusiad calgll ol o L -14

for collecting data?

How the data are to be processed? Sobled! dodtas @i 28 -15
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What techniques of analysis are to §lge bl @ines St Jubaidl zolad o Lo -16
be adopted?

What is the significance of the study? St Yy Lo e -17

What is the time period Seeed! Jofys (o A s (S Gacast!l el 30 La -18

required for each stage of research work?

Wha is the time limit ithin § leall 43 Lgin of e 0 eyl sgus o e -19

the whole work should be completed?
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Research plan must contain the following items.

1. Research objective should be clearly stated in a line or two which tells

exactly what it is that the researcher expects to do.

2. The problem to be studied by researcher must be explicitly stated so that

one may know what information is to be obtained for solving the problem.
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3. Each major concept which researcher wants to measure should be defined

in operational terms in context of the research project.

4. The plan should contain the method to be used in solving the problem. An
overall description of the approach to be adopted is usually given and
assumptions, if any, of the concerning method to be used are clearly

mentioned in the research plan.

5. If public records are to be consulted as sources of data, the fact should be
recorded in the research plan. Procedure for quantifying data should also be

written out in all details.
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