
The Structure of a Paragraph

1- Definition of a paragraph

2- Parts of a paragraph

3- The topic sentence



1- Paragraph : Definition

 A paragraph is a group of sentences 

about a single topic.

 The sentences explain the writer’s 

main idea.

 Number of sentences is ( About 5 –

10)

 Sentence 1 is indented.



Complete Sentences

❖A sentence is a group of words that expresses a 

complete thought.

❖ “Complete thought”  does not mean a specific 

number of words: A sentence can be short or long:

❖ Shortest Sentence = Two Words

❖Long sentence= Too many words

❖Sentence Parts : Subject + Predicate

❖Subject =  What we talk about

❖Predicate = What we say about the subject





Ex.2



2
 Answer the question

a) Dream of Traveling

b) The main idea is that 

Switzerland is one of the best 

places for traveling.

c) Ideas about the beauty of this 

country, ideas about different 

languages is spoken in Switzerland.




Paragraph Organisation

 Paragraph Types: according to structure

 Independent = self-sufficient (whole text)

 Dependent Paragraph= part of a bigger text 
(essay, article,  etc,)

 Parts of Independent Paragraph:

 1- Topic sentence

 2- Support sentences

 a- Major support sentences

 b- Minor support sentences

 3- Concluding sentence 



Paragraph Organisation



 Ex. 2

Topic sentence- If you dream of 

travelling….

Supporting sentences- If you look at the 

map….

Concluding sentence- All the places, 

people and things….









 Ex.3

A. Not Good paragraph ( More

than one Topic)

B. Good paragraph

C. Not good paragraph (There 

are few information, there 

aren’t supporting sentences)



Ex.4









Ex. 6

A. There are many places  to relax, but 
the beach is the best for me

B. I have never thought of becoming a 
grandparent.

C. I have always liked to have a pet.

D. Falafel will always be my farvourite 
fast food meal

E. Playing a guitar has been my 
childhood dream.





Ex.7

a. concluding sentence

b. topic sentence

c. supporting sentence





Ex.8

a. topic sentence/paragraph. 

Topic/main idea

b. intended

c. supporting sentences

d. concluding sentence


