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  Major cultivated species of 

shrimps and prawns 



Much of the research effort on shrimp 

culture has been concentrated on the development 

of hatchery techniques for controlled 

spawning and larval rearing, as in the case of 

other marine aquaculture species. In the early 

years of investigations, considerable problems 

were faced in rearing and feeding the hatchlings 

through the different stages of development 

and obtaining reasonable survival rates. 

The search for species that may be easier to 

reproduce and have a shorter larval history 

resulted in investigations on the giant freshwater 

prawn, Macrobrachium rosenbergii. The 

success achieved in the mass production of 

post-larvae of this species in the 1970s led to 

widespread interest in its culture, and it has 

been imported into an impressive number of 

countries in the tropical, sub-tropical and even 

temperate climates, in almost every continent. 



The fresh-water prawn M. rosenbergii is commercially 

important because of its size, as well 

as its eating qualities.The males can attain a size 

of about 25 cm and the females about 15cm. 

Though adults are found in fresh- and brackishwater 

areas, the species requires water of about 

12 ppt salinity for larval rearing. This requirement 

has created problems in siting hatcheries 

near grow-out facilities, but it has now been 

shown that this can be overcome by the use of 

sea water or brine trucked in from the nearest 

source, as performed by operators of small 

back-yard hatcheries in Thailand, or by the use 

of artificial sea water as in a commercial farm 

in Zimbabwe. The adults are omnivorous and 

feed on a variety of foods of animal and vegetable 

origin. 
















