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➢ Conditional Sentences / If-Clauses Type I, II und III 
Conditional Sentences are also known as Conditional 
Clauses or If Clauses. 

➢ They are used to express that the action in the main 
clause (without if ) can only take place if a certain 
condition (in the clause with if ) is fulfilled.

If-Clauses

➢ The if-clause uses the present simple tense, and the 
main clause is in the imperative. 

➢ This is used to give advice or orders for particular 
situations or sets of circumstances.

















Identifying a time clause:

▪ Time clauses are started with adverbs or adverb phrases that show they 

represent a time. 

▪ The time clauses in the English language are introduced by conjunctions such 

as after, as soon as, before, till, until, when, whenever, while or time 

expressions such as the minute, the moment etc.



Time Clause Rules:

❖ Patterns for forming time clauses are similar to those for regular clauses, with the same word order 
(except with an adverb of time first), though time clauses use some particular tense rules.

❖ Time clauses only use different rules for future tenses; when talking about past or present events, 
you can generally use regular tenses for time clauses.

Before we cook pies, we wash our hands.
He came home after he finished work.
We had dinner before we watched the movie.

For the future, we use the present tenses to talk about future times:

He will finish reading the book after he eats dinner. (Not after he will eat dinner.)

They are going to the museum before we arrive. (Not before we are going to arrive.)

I might practice my pronunciation until my friend’s lesson has finished. (Not until my friend’s lesson will 
have finished.)









Time Clauses Exercise:

Combine each of the following pairs of sentences by changing one clause into a time clause, using any 
of the time adverbs, such as when, after, before, unless, until, as soon as. 

The first one has been done for you:
I will read this book. I will eat dinner.
I will read this book after I eat dinner.

1-We are meeting the team. The team are arriving at the station.
2-I got to work late. I got up late.
3-The police will catch the criminal. The criminal will make a mistake.
4-They are going on holiday. They are finishing their exams.

The Answers:
1-We will meet the team when they arrive at the station.
2-I got to work late after I got up late.
3-The police will catch the criminal when he makes a mistake.
4-They are going on holiday after they finish their exams.
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