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Prepositional Phrase

A prepositional phrase is a group of words that consists 

of a preposition, its object (which will be a noun or a 

pronoun), and any words that modify the object.

A prepositional phrase is a part of a sentence that 

consists of one preposition and the object it affects. The 

object of a prepositional phrase can be either a noun, or 

clause.

Prepositions:

A preposition is a word that tells you where or 
when something is in relation to something else.

A prepositional phrase is a part of a sentence that consists 

of one preposition and the object it affects. 

The object of a prepositional phrase can be either a noun, or 

clause.



For example:

























The Function of Prepositional Phrases:

•Prepositional phrases function as either adjectives modifying nouns 
or adverbs modifying verbs. 
•

Prepositional phrases functioning as adjectives that modify nouns:

•Do you mean that boy in the corner?
•I know the policeman with the radio.
(In these two examples, the prepositional phrases are functioning as adjectives.

They are modifying nouns ("that boy" and "the policeman").

As they are multi-word adjectives, these prepositional phrases are a type 
of adjective phrase.)

https://www.grammar-monster.com/lessons/adjectives.htm
https://www.grammar-monster.com/lessons/adjectives.htm
https://www.grammar-monster.com/glossary/adjective_phrases.htm


Prepositional Phrases That Modify Nouns:
the convenience store on Main Street .
-My moWhen a prepositional phrase acts upon a noun, we say it is 
behaving adjectivally because adjectives modify nouns.
A prepositional phrase that behaves adjectivally is called, quite logically, 

an adjectival phrase.

Examples:
-The cat in the middle is the cutest.
-I always buy my milk from ther has always wanted to live in a cabin by the lake .

Prepositional Phrases Acting as Nouns
Less frequently, prepositional phrases can function like nouns in a 
sentence.

Examples:
-During the national anthem is the worst time to blow your nose.
-After the game will be too late for us to go to dinner.





Prepositional phrases functioning as adverbs that modify verbs:
I live near the stadium.
•She speaks with notable enthusiasm.

(In these two examples, the prepositional phrases are functioning as adverbs. 

They are modifying verbs ("live" and "speaks"). As they are multi-word adverbs, 
these prepositional phrases are a type of adverbial phrase).

Prepositional Phrases As Adjectives
•Here are some more prepositional phrases functioning as adjectives: Please buy the 
scarf with dots.
•(The prepositional phrase describes the noun "scarf." We could have written 
"dotted scarf," which proves that "with dots" is functioning as an adjective.)

The man on the radio has a boring voice.
•(The prepositional phrase describes the noun "man.") Give me one of the brown 
ones.
(The prepositional phrase describes the pronoun "one.")

https://www.grammar-monster.com/glossary/adverbial_phrases.htm








Prepositional Phrases As Adverbs:

•Here are some more prepositional phrases functioning as adverbs: 
Lee raised his small mackerel with utmost pride.

•(The prepositional phrase modifies the verb "raised." It is an adverb of manner; i.e., 
it tells us how he raised it. We could have written "proudly raised," which proves 
that "with utmost pride" is functioning as an adverb.)

•(The prepositional phrase modifies the verb "played." It is an adverb of time; i.e., it 
tells us when he played.)Dawn is tired from the hike.

•(The prepositional phrase modifies the verb "is." It is an adverb of reason; i.e., it 
tells us why she is tired.)Lee lives in that fridge.

(The prepositional phrase modifies the verb "lives." It is an adverb of place; i.e., it 
tells us where he lives.)





Real-Life Examples of Prepositional Phrases:

•In these real-life examples, the prepositional phrases are functioning as adjectives: The 
best defense against the atom bomb is not to be there when it goes off. (The 1949 
British Army Journal)

•In 1938, Time Magazine chose Adolf Hitler for man of the year.

•Red sky at night, shepherds' delight. Blue sky at night, day.

•These prepositional phrases are functioning as adverbs:\

I used to work in a fire-hydrant factory. You couldn't park near the place. (Comedian 
Steven Wright)

•Never ruin an apology with an excuse. (American Founding Father Benjamin Franklin)

•This is not a novel to be tossed aside lightly. It should be thrown with great force. 
(Satirist Dorothy Parker)
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