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Objectives:

• Describe the layers of muscles of anterior compartment of

forearm

• Describe the blood supply

• Identify the nerve supply

• Describe the extensor aspect of forearm
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Anterior compartment

Muscles:

1. A superficial group : consisting pronator teres, flexor carpi radialis,  palmaris longus, flexor

carpi ulnaris.

2. Intermediate group : consisting of flexor digitorum superficialis;

3. Deep group : consisting of the flexor pollicis longus,

flexor digitorum profundus,  pronatorquadratus
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Anterior = flexor compartment

Superficial group

a Common originfrom

Medial epicondyle of

thehumerus.

Pronator teres Flexor carpi radialis

Palmaris longus Flexor carpi ulnaris
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3 nerves supply of the forearm and each nerve passes between 2 heads of muscle 

Nerve supply of the flexor compartment

he median nerve passes between the 2 heads of pronator teres.

The ulnar nerve passes between the 2 heads of flexor carpi ulnaris.

Nerve supply of the extensor compartment

The posterior interosseous nerve (a branch from the radial nerve) passes

between the 2 layers of the supinator.

Nerves of anterior compartment
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Pronator teres
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Flexor carpi radialis
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Flexor carpi ulnaris
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Palmaris longus
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Flexor digitorum superficialis
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Flexor digitorum profunda
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Pronator quadratus
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Flexor pollicis longus
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Radial artery and branches
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Radial and ulnar artery
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Median nerve
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Branches of median nerve
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Ulnar nerve and branches
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Venous drainage
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Extensor compartment of the forearm

1. Lateral compartment

Brachioradialis
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2. Posterior compartment

Extensor carpi radialis longus 
and brevis
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Extensor digitorum
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Extensor digiti minimi
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Additional muscles

Anconeus muscle



Ministry of higher Education and 
Scientific Research

University of Basrah

Al-Zahraa Medical College

Supinator muscle
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Abductor pollicic longus
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Abductor pollicis longus Lo4
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Extensor pollicis longus
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Extensor indices




