What's a Bibliography?

A bibliography is a list of all of the sources you have used in the process of researching your
work. In general, a bibliography should include:

the authors' names

the titles of the works

the names and locations of the companies that published your copies of the sources
the dates your copies were published

the page numbers of your sources (if they are part of multi-source volumes)
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What is the main purpose of a bibliography?
The bibliography appears at the end. The main purpose of a bibliography entry is to give credit
to authors whose work you've consulted in your research. It also makes it easy for a reader to find

out more about your topic by delving into the research that you used to write your paper.
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Why Citing Matters

Citing isn’t something you usually think about, but it’s important nonetheless. Without even

realizing it, you do it already in your everyday life in little ways. Have you ever said, “I heard on



News that . . . ,“ or “I read that sportsman won the prize,” or even “Mom said that you can’t do

that.” By saying where you got your information, you are casually citing a source.
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We do this because it gives credibility to what we say, but also because it credits the originator
of the information and allows others to follow up if they need more information. Formal citing
done for papers and projects takes this a step further. In addition to the reasons mentioned above,
citing sources in academia provides evidence of your research process and helps you avoid

plagiarism.
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Plag larism is a word you never want to hear describing your work. You’ve probably seen

headlines in the news and heard stories in school about the negative consequences of plagiarism.

It’s not good but it is preventable.
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