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* To identify the 
Features of neonatal 
skull 
*List and describe 
differences between 
adult and skull neonate 
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Answer : This may force growth to occur in another area or direction, 
resulting in an abnormal head shape.

Question : What happen If any of the sutures close too early?
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Anterior Fontanel 

Posterior  Fontanel 

Large diamond shape
Situated at the Bregma at  junction 

of the sagittal coronal and frontal 
sutures 
Closed at 18 months of age 

sphenoidal fontanelle 

mastoid fontanelle 
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Anterior Fontanel 

Posterior  Fontanel 

Small  triangular  shape
Situated at  the lambda at junction 
of the sagittal lambdoid sutures
Closed at 6-12 weeks of age 

sphenoidal fontanelle 

mastoid fontanelle 
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Anterior Fontanel 

Posterior  Fontanel 

1. The posterior fontanelle 
generally closes 2 to 3 months after 
birth.
2. The sphenoidal fontanelle is the 
next to close around 6 months 
after birth.
3. The mastoid fontanelle closes 
next from 6 to 18 months after 
birth
4. The anterior fontanelle is 
generally the last to close between 
12-18 months

sphenoidal fontanelle 

mastoid fontanelle 
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