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OBJECTIVES



ESOPHAGUS
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ESOPHAGUS

•  Cervical part of esophagus lies the 
behind trachea.

•  Thoracic part : passes downward and to the left 
through superior then to  posterior mediastinum

• It lies behind the heart and curves in front of 
the thoracic aorta. At the level of the sternal 
angle, the aortic arch pushes the esophagus again 
to the midline.

• From the bifurcation of the trachea downwards, 
the esophagus passes behind the left main 
bronchus, and left atrium.  

• :Abdominal part  : the esophagus then  pierces 
the diaphragm  at T10 to form abdominal 
esophagus .

4

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trachea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heart
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thoracic_aorta
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carina_of_trachea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Left_main_bronchus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Left_atrium


•The esophagus consists of an
internal circular and external
longitudinal muscles.
•The external longitudinal muscle
comprised of different type of
muscle in each part
•Superior part – voluntary striated
muscle.
•Middle part – Mixed striated and
smooth muscles
•Inferior part – involuntary
smooth muscle.

Muscular layers of esophagus 



Esophageal Constrictions 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pharynx#Laryngopharynx
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cricoid_cartilage
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cricoid_cartilage
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aortic_arch
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aortic_arch
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mediastinum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bronchus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Esophageal_hiatus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thoracic_diaphragm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pharynx#Laryngopharynx
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cricoid_cartilage
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aortic_arch
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mediastinum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bronchus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Esophageal_hiatus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thoracic_diaphragm


Clinical importance of these constrictions 
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Esophageal sphincter 
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Upper esophageal Sphincter
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Lower esophageal Sphincter

It is located at the gastro-
esophageal junction (between 
the stomach and esophagus). 

The sphincter is classified as 
a physiological (or functional) 
sphincter, as it does not have any 
specific sphincteric muscle.

It consisted of smooth muscle It 
prevents reflux of gastric 
contents to the esophagus .

https://teachmeanatomy.info/abdomen/gi-tract/stomach/
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Thoracic part( Anterior relation )
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posterior  relation
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Right side relation :
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Left  side relation 
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Arterial blood supply 



Venous drainage 
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Mediastinal  L.N

Celiac  L.N

Lymph  drainage 

Cervical   L.N
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Nerve supply




