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Hyaline cartilage cross section
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cartilage, but more elastic fibers
in matrix.
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% Function: Maintains the shape
. .. of a structure while allowing
s—_ _ great flexibility.

S <
% L= Location: Supports the external
/ //« " ear (pinna); epiglottis.

Photomicrograph: Elastic cartilage from
the human ear pinna; forms the flexible
skeleton of the ear (640x).
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(i) Cartilageo: fibrocartilage

Deoscription: Matrix similar to but less firm
than that in hyaline cartilage: thick collagen
fibers predominate,

Function: Tenslle with the abllity
to absorb compressive .

Photomicrograph: Fibrocartilage of an intervertebral
disc (200x),
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