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Week 7: 
The Complex Sentence

Lecture No. 19:
• Coordination: Rules

•Exercises  



Coordination: Rules 1
1. Coordinating conjunctions cannot connect

different structures. Consider the following
examples:
- The journalist is successful and well-liked. [adj +adj]
- *The journalist is a success and well-liked. [N+addj]

The first sentence above is correct for it
connects two similar structures (two adjectives),
whereas the second sentence is incorrect for it
connects two different structures (a noun and an
adjective).



Coordination: Rules 2
2. When a coordinating conjunction connects two

dependent clauses, no punctuation is needed.
- What I say and what I believe are none of your

business.

3. When a coordinating conjunction
connects two independent clauses, a
comma precedes the conjunction.
- I was tired after working all day, so I decided to go to
bed early.



Coordination: Rules 3
4. The coordinating conjunctions (for, nor ,and

so) can only be used to connect independent
clauses . Therefore, they cannot be used to
connect single words, prepositional phrases,
verb phrases, and dependent clauses.



Exercise 1: Correct the sentences so that the structures in each sentence 
are parallel. There is more than one way to correct some sentences. 



Exercise 2:  Use Parallel structures to complete each sentence:



Exercise 3: Complete the sentences in such a way that they give a 
logical meaning. 



Exercise 4: Complete the following statements 
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