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Abstract

By the mid-19th century, the East India Company had established direct control over much of India. Even regions

previously ruled by Indian princes were indirectly under British control. At that time, the Mughal Empire existed

in name only, possessing neither territory nor power. British rule alienated all segments of Indian society. These

groups expressed their anger and resentment through protests and uprisings, culminating in the Great Indian

Rebellion of 1857, during which Lord Canning was the Governor-General of India. The rule of the English East

India Company had profoundly altered the lives of Indians, and these factors fueled the rebellion. The role played

by Indian women in the 1857 revolution, also known as the First War of Independence or the Siphiwe Mutiny

against the British, was commendable and even impressed the revolution's leaders. The Indian women who joined

the nationalist movement came from educated and liberal families, as well as from rural areas and all castes,

religions, and communities. Among them were pioneers like Rani Lakshmibai, the great heroine of the First War

of Independence, who embodied patriotism, self-respect, and heroism. Other heroines included Begum Hazrat
Mabhal, Jalkarai Bai, Azizon Bai, Rani Avanti Bai, Udda Devi, Nazneen, and many others who fought for India.

Keywords: Indian women, British rule, First War of Independence.
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