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Summary

Iranian Kurdistan emerged as a key area of British interest, witnessing early colonial
penetration that amplified its strategic importance from the 19th century onward. Britain
viewed it with great interest, recognizing its vital role in trade and its central position in
future strategy. British influence there quickly surpassed that of other European powers,
solidifying British interests in modern Kurdistan. Britain became the dominant force
shaping political developments in the Kurdish arena, a fact clearly reflected in its role in
the conferences and agreements held after World War I, and in the fate of the Kurds
and the nature of their relationship with the British.

Given that British policy was a direct and influential factor in the course of Kurdish
history, and one of the most significant factors shaping the realities experienced by the
Kurds and most of the region's peoples, in addition to the developments that
encompassed Iranian Kurdistan since the beginning of the 20th century, and the
subsequent events of World War I and its aftermath, which produced social, economic,
and political changes in which the British played a major role, all these factors have
prompted us to present a historical perspective on a period in which the British played a

prominent role in relation to the Kurds of Iran.

Keywords: Kurds, Iran, Britain, Ubaidullah al-Nahri, Iraq
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