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The Law of Border Guards and Border Posts in the Qur'an
and Sunnah: The Basra Border as a Model

Prof. Dr. Hassan Thajeb Muhail
University of Basra / College of Education for Women

Abstract:

This research examines the law of border defense and garrisoning as
an integrated security and ideological system that derived its legitimacy
from the two sources of revelation (the Quran and Sunnah). During the
reign of Caliph Umar ibn al-Khattab, it transformed into a field strategy
and a geopolitical base, taking the "Battle of Basra" as a unique applied
model. The research highlights how Basra combined land-based
garrisoning bordering the desert with maritime garrisoning open to the
Gulf, transforming the concept of garrisoning from a state of
psychological mobilization into a systematic institution and a logistical
supply base that thwarted the ambitions of the Sasanian Empire and
crippled its fleets by severing its vital arteries, such as the Elephant Road.
It also sheds light on the pivotal demographic role of the Arab tribes,
particularly the Banu Tamim, who formed the human reservoir of this
border, achieving a balance between material strength and spiritual
certainty. The research concludes that the establishment of Basra was not
merely urban expansion, but rather a military and environmental plan that
ensured the garrisoners' physical resilience and the ability to launch
conquests into the eastern regions and Sistan. And Khorasan, which made
it the first line of defense and the safety valve for the Islamic world.

Keywords: Ribat, Thaghr, Basra, Quran.
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