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The Use of Heritage Elements in Contemporary Iraqi Ceramics
and the Challenges of Artistic Identity in the Age of Globalization

Assist. Lecturer Sawsan Mohammed Hamza
Ceramics Branch, Department of Plastic Arts, College of Fine Arts, University of Basra

sawsan.hamza@uobasrah.edu.ig

Abstract

Every nation and contemporary civilization has deep-rooted foundations
stemming from its heritage and cultural legacy, from which it derives its
principles and draws the components of its overall renaissance. For this reason,
most nations take pride in their heritage and revive its elements in new forms,
adapting them to the cultural changes produced by scientific and technological
developments. This is because heritage is inherently and spontaneously rooted in
humanity, in contrast to artificial constructs that often carry negative
connotations.

This dynamic has also been reflected in artistic activities. Unfortunately,
its negative effects have spread like an epidemic throughout the Arab world,
particularly with the development of international communication technologies
that accompanied the emergence of globalization.

Through this study, we observe that contemporary Iraqi ceramists have
drawn inspiration from heritage elements and employed them within their
ceramic works in an attempt to preserve and express their intellectual and social
identity. However, this raises an important question: Has this use of heritage
succeeded in achieving the intended goal of preserving artistic identity?
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