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Abstract

The present paper studies As-Sajy's book entitled
History of Basra. Most of the contents f the book have been
lost except for limited scattered information recounted
by Yaqut SI-Hamawy (died 1228) in his book Mu'jam Al-
Buldan (Lexicon of Countries). The geographic information
on Basra was recorded by As-Sajy, one of the notable
scholars and distinguished men of Basra. His book ushered
a new landmark in the Arab Islamic historical writing,
not focusing on tribal aspects only, but rather on the
civilizational perspective showing the merits and basic
traits of cities. The study is therefore based on the scarce
information collected in Yaqut Al-Hamawy's book.As-Sajy,
who has lived in the 3rd Century of Hijra and wrote a book
on geographic history where he dealt with the conquest of
Basra, its population, rivers, features, etc.

Key Words: (As-Sajy; Basra; History; Yaqut; Dhabba).
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