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The cultural context of women and their role in contemporary art
practices
Assist Prof. Hasan Talib Jenzy
College of Fine Arts/ University of Basra
Abstract
This research attempts to present the concept of the cultural context
of women in contemporary critical thought in search of the most
important components and characteristics that present the concept of
gender (women) as an important concept in human culture. At the
threshold of the twentieth century and beyond, the need emerged to
address the issue of dualities in reality and lived existence, and it is an
important existential dualism related to (Women) Hence, it was
necessary to stop and search for the new concepts that entered the
core of the global and Arab cultural context for women and try to come
up with a view different from reality in studying this urgent cultural
context in accordance with the developments of the era and its
intellectual and practical developments, as well as its implications in the
field of contemporary art and beauty and the increasing importance of
the artistic achievement that It carries with it many prominent female
practices.
The problem of the current research was to shed light on this
phenomenon and explain and analyze some contemporary artistic works
that carried the idea of the topic. Hence, the research raises the
following question: Has the cultural context of women formed a
purposeful intellectual dimension in contemporary art practices?
The importance of the research emerges from important studies that aim
to enhance the role of the cultural context of women in contemporary
arts practices, confirm their active role in contemporary arts works, and

highlight the role of these practices as a distinctive feature in the
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contemporary global plastic arts achievement according to their different
employment by each artist, and the extent to which female artists are
influenced by these concepts. The research is important for all art
connoisseurs and students of colleges and art institutes.
The current research aims to (reveal the cultural context of women in
contemporary art practices, intellectually, aesthetically, and technically).
The theoretical framework of the research was divided according to the
following sections: The first topic: The structure of culture in
contemporary thought (context/concepts). The second topic: A reading
of the concept of gender and its relationship. The feminist movement in
society
The concept of gender and its origins. The third topic: The cultural
context of contemporary art and the indicators of the concept of gender.
A set of results and conclusions were reached at the end of the
research.
Keywords: cultural context, contemporary art, artistic practices.
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2- Barbara Cassin (dir.)« Vocabulaire européen des philosophies. Dictionnaire des
intraduisibles. Paris, Seuil/le Robert, 2004.
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