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The Mu'tazila Methodology in Spreading Islamic Thought (Second Century AH)
University of Basra - College of Education for Humanities - Department of History

Lecturer; Dr. Nada Khudair Jabr

Abstract

The Holy Quran and the Prophetic Sunnah serve as symbols of divine
revelation, which is the foundation of the methodology used to propagate Islamic
philosophy. Reason is used as a tool for comprehension, deduction, and intellectual
discourse regulation. The Mu'tazila adhered to the broad framework of Islam while

articulating and defending doctrine primarily via the use of the logical dialectical
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approach. As a way to comprehend and interpret revelation in a way that was
consistent with the ideas of monotheism, divine transcendence, and divine justice,
they gave reasons precedence over the literal interpretation of scriptures where there
appeared to be contradictions. This was reflected in their reliance on rational
interpretation of texts, especially in subtle doctrinal issues. In the fields of da'wah
(missionary work) and intellectual discourse, the Mu'tazila used debate and logical
dialogue to spread their ideas within and outside the Muslim community, particularly
in confronting other philosophies and religions during the Abbasid era. They also
contributed to the spread of Islamic thought through The systematic composition of
theological discourse established a rational and organized argument aimed at
persuading intellectual elites and defending Islamic doctrine through reasoned

argument and evidence.

Keywords: Islamic thought, Mu'tazilites, reason, principles, religion, Jews, Christians,
promise and threat, intermediate position.
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