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Abstract:

A democratic state is founded on the principle of the rule of law
and recourse to democratically elected institutions. The regularity
of elections contributes to strengthening citizen confidence and
the ability of the people to change the elected body if their inter-
ests are not met by their choices.

In Iraq, the legislative authority consists of the Council of Rep-
resentatives and the Council of the Union, pursuant to the provi-
stons of Article (48) of the Constitution. Members of the Council
of Representatives are elected by direct secret ballot, ensuring full
representation of the Iraqi people, pursuant to the provisions of
Article (49) (First) of the Constitution, with a guaranteed represen—
tation of women not less than one—quarter of the Council of Rep—
resentatives members, pursuant to the provisions of Paragraph
(Fourth) of the same Article,

Applying the principle of electoral periodicity, as stipulated in Ar-
ticle (56) (First) of the Constitution, states that: «The electoral term
for the Council of Representatives shall be four calendar years,
commencing with its first session and ending at the conclusion
of the fourth year ; Therefore, the continuation of an electoral
term for more than four calendar years, whether for the Council
of Representatives or elected local councils, renders such continu-
ation unconstitutional. This is because the peopless interest is re—
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alized through regular and fair elections. The Constitution of the 2 S
Republic of Iraq of 2005 is considered the supreme and highest
law in Iraq, binding throughout its entirety without exception. No
law may be enacted that contradicts its provisions, and any text
in regional constitutions or any other legal text that contradicts it
shall be null and void.
Keywords: Constitution, Federal Court. Elections, Legislative Coun—
cils, Provincial Councils, Electoral Cycles,
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