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Research summary
The eighth century AH was marked by relative calm on the political and social fronts, which provided a significant
opportunity for the growth and flourishing of Shi‘i thought following the fall of the Abbasid rule in the mid-
seventh centuryThe Mongols showed little interest in religious doctrines, which allowed the Shi‘i community to
live in an atmosphere of relative stability. Sultan Ghazan of the Mongols adopted a policy of religious tolerance
after declaring Islam as the official religion in his territories and became more tolerant toward the Shi‘a, which
contributed to the spread of Shi‘i thought.This century also witnessed the emergence of local Shi‘i governments,
as well as the rise of major scholarly institutions, such as the Hillah school in Iraq and the Jabal ‘Amil school in
Lebanon.The Hillah school was an important intellectual center in Iraq, and ‘Allamah al-Hill1 played a prominent
role in its development. Similarly, the Jabal ‘Amil school was a significant scholarly center in the Levant, known
especially for its specialization in jurisprudence more than in other sciences. Notable scholars such as Sayyid
Ahmad ibn Tawis and ‘Allamah al-Hillt were among those who introduced changes in the methodology of
evaluating and classifying hadith.The eighth century AH also saw the rise of prominent traditionists such as

‘Allamah al-Hill1, al-Shahid al-Awwal (the First Martyr), and Fakhr al-Muhaqqiqin, who made lasting
contributions in the fields of hadith and jurisprudence and authored numerous valuable works.The ninth century
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AH witnessed the continuation of scholarly activity in the field of hadith. After the death of Timiir Lang, the new
rulers adopted a more moderate approach, which contributed to the restoration of political and cultural stability
in the region. Among the most prominent scholars of this century were Shaykh Hasan ibn Sulayman al-Hilli and
Shaykh Rajab al-Barsi.At the beginning of the tenth century AH, the Safavid state was established in Iran under
the leadership of Shah Isma‘1l al-Safaw1, who expanded his rule and made Twelver Shi‘ism the official madhhab.
This led to the attraction of Shi‘i scholars from various Islamic regions—such as Jabal ‘Amil and Irag—to Iran,
where their scholarly contributions were needed to support the state’s formation and to achieve political and
religious stabilityKeyword; Hilla School .Jabal Amel.The sign. The first martyr. i
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