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Abstract

That the commercial life of any society is one of the basic pillars in its
existence and continued survival has interpreted this pillar as agricultural, industrial
and economic activities in which the pastoral effectiveness and livestock breeding are
sometimes linked to those events and it is remarkable that livestock when the Arabs
before Islam was a vital pillar of daily life had a role in plowing the land and carrying
weights and in mobility, and contribute to the export of agricultural production, the



most important of which was camels, which are the most useful types of livestock for
humans. The inhabitants of the Badia could not do without it, so livestock and
agriculture became a major activity that went beyond being a marginal activity or
being intended for self-gratification or simple exchange, but rather became a wide
exchange that led to the development of trade movement as the heads of tribes and
kings compete in controlling some markets to discharge their goods and collect taxes,
as the presence of the Quraysh for these markets reflects their economic and religious
position in the hearts of the Arabs, which indicates the strength of their alliance with
the tribes.

As for the commercial conditions in the Arabian Peninsula, the Badia was
dependent on the pastoral economy, the Arab tribes settle in places where water is
available and suitable for grazing camels, sheep and goats, and when water is scarce,
they are forced to move, which makes them in wars with each other to obtain the best
resource, and there are scattered agricultural oases in the Arabian Peninsula in which
the population settles, but they are subject to the invasion of the Bedouins and there is
commercial, agricultural and industrial activity in the cities, and it may be dominated
by a type of these activities, Mecca It was dominated by commercial activity because
it is located in a valley that is not cultivated, and controls trade routes between Yemen
and the Levant, where caravans pass loaded with spices, incense and perfume, and
Mecca has benefited from the religious status of the Kaaba among the Arabs in
protecting its commercial caravans and holding Elaf with the tribes that traverse their
homes, and was famous for the summer trip to the Levant and the winter trip to
Yemen.

Keywords: economic life, business life, pagan religious beliefs, and pre-Islamic Arab
life.
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