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The social and economic transformations in the Arabian Peninsula
before Islam and their impact on the emergence of states and empires

Lecture Dr.
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University of Basra - College of Education for Human Sciences

Abstract

This research examines the social and economic transformations in the
Arabian Peninsula before Islam and their impact on the emergence of states
and empires, aiming to analyze the relationship between these
transformations and the development of political structures in the region.
The research focused on three main axes: social transformations, economic
transformations, and the effect of these transformations on the emergence of
political entities. The study showed that Arab society before Islam witnessed
fundamental changes in its tribal structure, represented in the decline of
narrow tribal solidarity and the emergence of alliances and coalitions, the
growth of urban centers such as Mecca and Yathrib, and the development of
religious and cultural ideas and concepts. It also witnessed important
economic transformations, represented in the development of commercial
activity, diversification of economic resources, and the emergence of
industries and crafts. These transformations led to the emergence of diverse
political entities across the Arabian Peninsula, varying in their level of
development and centralization, from centralized kingdoms in Yemen, to
dependent emirates on the peripheries, to quasi-civic organizations in the
center. The research concluded that this historical experience formed a
civilizational foundation for the subsequent Islamic state, providing it with
political and administrative expertise that it utilized in establishing its
systems and structures.
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