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Abstract

This study aims to analyze US presidential discourse on Iraq from 1990 to 2010 from a pragmatic
perspective, focusing on linguistic formulation mechanisms, speech acts, deictic expressions, and
utterance implications. The study relied on an analysis of speeches by US presidents representing the
Republican (George Bush, Sr. and Jr.) and Democratic (Barack Obama) parties, revealing how language
is employed to achieve political and ideological goals. The study addressed the linguistic formulation
of discourse, such as the use of recurring words (such as "peace," "liberation," "aggression") and the
attributes attributed to actors (such as describing Saddam Hussein as a "dictator" and Israel as a "small
state worthy of recognition"). It also analyzed speech acts (such as promises, threats, and directives)
according to Austin and Searle's theory, uncovered the role of deictic expressions (such as the pronoun
"we" to generalize responsibility), and finally monitored hidden implications in discourse, such as
presuppositions and implicit statements that reinforce the American narrative. The results showed that
US presidential discourse employed multiple linguistic strategies to justify intervention in Iraq, from
the 1991 Gulf War to the 2003 invasion, including the crisis management phase under the guise of
"spreading democracy."
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