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Abstract :

The Current Conflict In Yemen - Which Is Highly Supported And Ignited By Iran - Represents A
Turning Point And A Serious Threat , Affecting On The Region And The World , Whereas Yemen
, By Its Unique Geographic Position , Has A Strategic Position Controlling Of The International
Trade Movement And Flow Of Oil From The Arabian Peninsula To The Developed Countries In
Europe And America , So Saudi Arabia And The Coalition States Had Launched The Process
"Decisive Storm™ In Attempting To Restrain The Expansion And Influence Of Iran In The Region
And Restore Security & Stability In Yemen Preserving Their Strategic Interests , But There Is A
Large Consensus Among Political Analysts , That The Fallout And Consequences Of This Process
Will Extend To The Nature Of Alliances And Structure Of The Arab Regional Regime In The
Foreseeable Future , Which The Study Had Already Concluded .

Keywords : Decisive Storm , Alliance , Regional Actor , Future , Arab Regional Regime.
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Abstract

This study seeks to focus on the nature of Libyan political elites and their role in the
process of democratization in Libya after 2011. The situation of the country can not be
stabilized if the current policy of the Libyan elites continues, because some are not qualified,
others are incapable of doing the act, Qualified and capable but not allowed to work towards a
genuine democratic transition. The Libyan political elite, with limited exceptions, contributed
to guiding the course of democratic transition away from the aspirations of the Libyan people,
as well as the continued negative impact on the process of post-revolution transformation by
inflaming tribal and regional conflicts and igniting strife and wars, leading to further
insecurity and instability. Which in turn opened the door to the growth and spread of groups
of violence and weapons, which contributed to the encroachment of the Libyan security scene,
where extremist organizations found a suitable environment and fertile breeding ground for
the practice of terrorist activities, Which contributed to blocking the course of democratic
transformation in Libya.

Keywords: political elite, democratic transition, political instability, Libya, prospects.
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Résumé :

La dialectique entre la sécurité et les es droits de I’homme est devenue une priorité, En tant
que dialectique permanente cherchant a entre droits et libertés, et sécurité de la nation.

En d'autres termes, comment concilier I'impératif de sécurité avec la nécessité de préserver les libertés
fondamentales ? Un équilibre délicat a trouver mais indispensable.

La lutte contre le terrorisme ne doit pas étre un prétexte a la mise en quarantaine des droits
fondamentaux. La question de la lutte contre le terrorisme s’est a nouveau posée et, avec celle-ci, la
protection des libertés publiques. Une nouvelle fois la conciliation entre deux droits fondamentaux est
d’actualité : le droit a la sécurité, d’une part, et le droit pour les citoyens au respect de plusieurs de
leurs libertés d’autre part.

Toute tentative de combattre le terrorisme en dehors du respect des droits de I'hnomme ne sera pas aussi
efficace qu'il devrait 1'étre. Un Etat démocratique doit s’opposer a la barbarie du terrorisme en évitant
d’affaiblir I’Etat de droit et le respect des droits de I’homme. Ne pas réussir a trouver cet équilibre
serait une victoire pour les terroristes.
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Abstract

Since the beginning of the crisis in Syria in 2011 and until the end of the current year 2018,
there have been many and varied positions on various forms, whether neighboring countries
or regional or international, and each looks at the crisis and ways to deal with it in accordance
with his interests and what is appropriate, so we find positions of different Arab countries
Sometimes he expresses support and opposition to what is happening in Syria and all
according to the interests of his country, and he himself is withdrawing to Iran as a regional
position in favor of the regime and opposing the demands of the people in order to maintain
the international system. Conflicts between them From the Syrian arena, a stage for the
implementation of its plans whether the United States of America or Russia

Key Words : Syrian Crisis, International Attitudes
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Résumé :
La recherche fondamentale relative a la question des mouvements sociaux-considérée
comme 1’un des sujets les plus exposés de manicre pressante dans les pays arabes, nous fait
prendre conscience du vaste fossé qui sépare la dimension académique en général et la

sociologie en particulier d’une part et le cadre espace-temps défini comme étant le réceptacle
de ces mouvements d’autre part.

Selon un premier point de vue. En se basant sur la sociologie des mouvements sociaux. Cet
acte social repose principalement sur les aspirations des acteurs a surmonter le systéeme
traditionnel selon la doctrine d’Alain Touraine, il ya beaucoup de questions dignes d’étre
étudiées en vertu de leur pénétration du concept des mouvements sociaux des fondements
doctrinaux théoriques, et surtout ceux sociologiques.

Nous allons nous concentrer dans une partie de notre étude, sur les facteurs actifs qui ont
contribué a I’explosion de la situation et ont permis de surmonter la stagnation sociale dans le
but de rejeter un héritage de valeurs, de traditions et de normes qui ont toujours constitué un
pouvoir de répression sur les acteurs.
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De méme que la disponibilité de données paradoxales constituera une motivation justifiée
pour ces mouvements sociaux (revendicatifs, protestataires, et révolutionnaires a certains
moments), ceux-ci ont certainement bénéficié des composantes de la culture universelle,
surtout depuis la naissance du nouvel ordre mondial et le triomphe du capitalisme en tant que
modele économique de ce systéme et de la démocratie en tant que facade politique. Tous ces
facteurs combinés pourraient étre un point de départ pour analyser le contenu et les aspects de
chaque mouvement social trouvé dans certaines parties du monde arabe.

les mots clés :
Mouvements sociaux- Révolutions arabes- Le nouvel ordre mondial -Chaos créatif
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Abstract

This research will reply about the following basic question: is the democracy can
realized in the changing Arabic country under threat of alliances and familiarities and
clinging to authority, and this research sheds lights on the spinning trouble relates to the
threat and its resources ,if the political administration is the resource of this democracy
threating ? or the people who threats democracy? And for solving this trouble, we use an
analytical approach which is foxing on the movement of political blocs and them
strategies in order to form the political administration.

The searching process takes the concept of the threat that identifies the behavior of the
blocs, and choose one of this two choices: the first one is: balance , the second is:
compliance , so if the bloc were strong , then it will choose the balance , if not , it will
choose the compliance. And that choices affects by the armed force and the geographic
proximity and the overall capabilities and possibilities and intent that the blocs have.

The study concluded that the democracy is not possible, and the democratic changes
and by the action of alliances and Familiarities that the blocs depended on , as a strategy
for acquisition of the authority , it introduced the Arabic countries which covered by
democratic changes , in a state of chaos , to knock alarm bells , and give birth as a
Scorpio birth, and be an impossible state.
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Is Iraq a reliable ally?
A Journey into the US perspective
Dr. ELAAF RAJIH HADI!

Abstract:

Reliability is a vital concept that summarizes the essential needs of a proper strategic relationship,
trust is also fundamental feature which assures that both sides of the relationship share common vision,

interests, and sphere of action.

Thus, to understand whether Iraq is a trustworthy country into the US perception there is a need to cover
the Irag's image in the American public opinion post 2003. Although, one would ask whether such a
perception creates a moral official obligation in the United States to continue its commitments in Irag and
to help it stay unified and on democracy track. To this end, media coverage and intellectual works will be
covered. It is very important to cover out what kind of information the ordinary American receives
everyday concerning recent political developments in Iraq. Its important to understand how public
perception is created towards specific country in the US, and how that would effect policy making
towards it.

During each section few sub-questions will be raised to fulfill the methodological requirements of this
paper. Some of the questions are deliberately related to Islamophobia rhetoric and its effects on American
politics. The field of study is the American intellectual and public periphery and how it delivers the
images concerning IS, especially, in the aftermath of Mosul fall in June 2014; the study targets a period
stretches from 1990 till 2016.

This paper will be organized on four parts as follows:

1. Irag Perception within the Intellectual Discourse in U.S.
2. Post-2003 Irag as conceived by Mass Media in the United States (Public perception).

3. United States Foreign Policy and its implications on Irag.
4. The United Stares' policy towards political turmoil in Irag.

The primary sources of the research are mainly focused on the academic production in the US towards
the Nation building in Irag; and the mainstream media like CNN, the New York Times, the Washington
Post, the Wall Street, and Los Angeles Times.

By following up these sources one can notice that the discussion over Iraq in the US pays attention not
only to the discourse of political process in Iraq, while clearly to the successive administrations
policies towards it. In this regard, this paper tries to be a valuable addition to this discussion through
foreseeing the US prospect policy towards Iraq especially in the time of crisis.

Key Words: Iraqg, national reconciliation, terrorism, democratic experience in Irag, Non-state actors and

Militias, and Iran.
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1. Iraq Perception within the Intellectual Discourse in U.S:

During the 1990s (preventive war, regime change in Irag, the willingness to embrace
unilateralism) became the driving force of US foreign policy. If it was not hegemony, then what
was the nature of the influence they exerted? There was massive public support for these policies
over a sustained period of time. Maria Ryan finds out that opinion polls demonstrated
conclusively the importance of 9/11 in generating support for the “war on terror” and the
invasion of Irag. On September 20th, 2001, Bush had made clear his intention to respond to the
9/11 terrorist attacks by force. This also raised his approval rating among the American
populace. A New York Times/CBS poll of January 2003 showed that 45 percent of Americans
believed that Saddam was “personally involved” with the attacks.? After the Iraq war the media
and intellectuals shifted their attention to the concept of "reconciliation”, which meant "some
combination of political measures meant to heal communal rifts in the Iraqgi political order".?
Daniel Philpott contributed to this debate by highlighting the problem of peace building in Iraq,
which is, the dilemmas of past injustices in order to construct a stable liberal democracy. After
the February 2006 destruction of the Shiite sanctity shrine of Samarra and the wave of retaliation
that it sparked, observers began to speak of a full-fledged civil war. It is due to partisans with
religious, national, and ethnic identities driven by communal loyalties, fear of domination and
the emotions of revenge and hatred that memories of past injustices took hold of the fate. For
Gilbert Achcar the biggest fear of Bush Administration was that the power vacuum in Iraq after
war would lead to political outcome out of US control.* He explained that the societal mosaic
with different tendencies with nothing in common except their hostility to the tyrant would find
it difficult to establish a minimum of stability in Irag. Achcar and Michael Nehme argued for
reconciliation since for them cultural or ethnic differences are at the heart of group conflict,
while Perle and Kanan Makiya emphasized that the problem was political. To quote Michael,
"what characterizes multi group societies like the Arab world is not mere diversity but rather
inequality in group difference whose meaning is produced, mediated, and sustained by
oppressive power relations".® This Dilemma emphasizes the crisis of National Identity in Irag.’
For Michael Rear the crisis will remain till the Iragis agree for new political process. Directly
after regime change in 2003, some called for dissolving the army, they outlined that the army
was made up of Baathist supporters of Saddam Hussein, this new NIS is seen by some Iraq’s
Sunnis as a Shiite-Kurdish militia. This dilemma goes along with the security instability caused

by terrorism and insurgency.
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Along with state-building process, it was asked whether Iraq should follow the Western style of

modernization. Journalist Fareed Zakaria’ asserted that Washington should accept a “liberal
autocracy” in places like Iraq because this type of government can get the job of nation building
done without the distractions of democratic politics. This political challenge would have an
important implication on US to fully define a strategy for achieving a long-term partnership with
Iraq that can serve core American interests and help Iraq’s fledgling democracy avoid a slide
back to civil war.® This unstable situation pushed some specialists like David Wurmser, to ask
"Is Tyranny a Path to Stability or to Anarchy?" The assumption was that only a strong central
government could hold Iraq together as a nation and provide stability to the region.® In this
perspective, Kenneth Pollack asserts that strong Iragi government is a necessity as long it is not
S0 strong to pose a potential threat to the region. Intelligence Council issued a report titled
“Principal Challenges in Post-Saddam Iraq” in January 2003. "It noted that “building of an Iraqi
democracy would be a long, difficult, and probably turbulent process, with potential for
backsliding into Iraq’s tradition of authoritarianism. Iraqi political culture does not foster
liberalism or democracy".*® This was the same sentiment shared by the first Bush administration.
With the restoration of sovereignty to lIraqis, democratization and nation-building pose daunting
tasks. Robert Lieber argues three problems go along in Irag: the inherent difficulties of
developing a political system; encompassing national reconciliation; and the problem of national
identity.* Despite the belief that democracy is the best solution to Iraq crisis, Daniel Byman and

Kenneth Pollack highlighted some critics raise related objections to creating a democratic Iraq:*?

First, acceptable alternatives to democracy exist for Iraq that is considered to be more
feasible and more likely to ensure the stability and cohesiveness of the country.

- Second, Iraq is supposed to be not ready for democracy.

- Third, Iraqi society is too fragmented for democracy to take hold.

- Fourth, they insist that the transition to democracy in Irag would be too perilous and the

resulting government too weak.

In conclusion creating democracy in Irag would require a long-term U.S. commitment to ensure
that the country will not slip into dictatorship again. The threat of radicalism and another form of
dictatorship was posed to dictate the need of the US forces to exist. The greatest obstacle to
democracy in Iraq is the potential for one group to dominate the country. Toby Dodge believes
that the most worrying reason of violence in Iraq post-Saddam is Iragi Islamism, with both Sunni
and Shia variants. For him Iragi political discourse has been strongly shaped by the twin

ideological influences of Islam and nationalism since the independence in 1932.** He accuses US
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forces of failure to impose order that caused the rise of independent militias. These militias,

increasingly organized along sectarian lines, have increased their power and visibility on the
streets of Iraq’s major towns and cities. Dodge also asserts that the political aspirations of the
majority of the population (the Shia) will be a defining factor in how post-Saddam Iraq
evolves.** Dodge argues that political division, between Shia groups,*®> would play a negative
role in Irag's political stability. Dodge concludes that the Socio-Political circumstances in Iraq

post-Saddam shows a remarkable tendency towards the rise of a new authoritarianism.®

Beside the Socio-Political problems many intellectuals mention that without internal security,
the political process will be badly distorted if not entirely undermined. Another critique raised
from the contradiction that the tasks of stability and building democratic system in Iraq need
long term US commitments, while some assert that the United States will not be capable of
playing the role outlined above because it is no more welcomed for direct intervention and it is
not the main player in Iragi case. The cases of Japan and Germany do not apply to Irag, whereby

both domestic and regional atmospheres were against the presence of U.S troops.
2. Post-2003 Iraq as conceived by Mass Media in the United States (Public perception):

The image on Iraqg in the United States of America has been conceived as per the political
agenda of US administration and partly by the state quo circumstances of the Middle East and
Irag's behavior. In the 1980s even though Saddam was a tyrant who had enslaved his own
people, tortured them, the US was looking at him as a moderator of the Middle East, a secular
whose ideas did not meet the Islamic revolution. Eventually the policy of rapprochement with
Irag was shifted to confrontation because of Iraq's invasion of Kuwait in 1990. Since this
aggression US Successive Administrations tried to topple Saddam's regime. Howard Kurtz, the
Washington Post’s media critic, discovered that, “from August 2002 until the war was launched
in March of 2003 there were about 140 front page pieces in the Washington Post making the
administration’s case for war.'” Because of Saddam totalitarian policy and the lack of

transparency, American journalists and other reporters could not cover realties on the ground.

For this part of the research, the primary source of information was the mainstream media like
CNN, the New York Times, the Washington Post, the Wall Street, and Los Angeles Times. One
can figure out that Americans increasingly perceive the Irag war as a distinct from the fight
against terrorism, according to the polls, terrorism and the war in Irag hold about equal
importance in the minds of Americans.’® The connection between news from the front and the

performance of the incumbent is often ambiguous, providing elite discourse with considerable
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room to shape the formation of political judgments. Thus, the effects of war events and casualty

reports on political judgments may flow through citizens’ beliefs about the war at hand.'® Most
American supported the war as long they were convinced that Saddam was involved in 9/11
events.?’ In fact, most of the Americans have no chance to acknowledge classified documents or
the ability to analyze international affairs. They relied on the media for information tools. In a
New York Times/CBS News poll conducted in May 2007, 62 percent of Americans viewed the
war in Iraq more negatively since 2003 due to the fact that the war casualties were so expensive
for Iragis and Americans.?* Still there was a majority support to continue to finance the war as
long the Iragi government met specific goals as well as American troops still there.?? Another
poll conducted by the same network news in July 2007, revealed that 42 percent of Americans
said that looking back, taking military action in Iraq was the right thing to do, down from 64
percent of Americans supported the war in 2003. Many of those who supported the invasion
made it clear that they are no longer convinced that the United States should remain in Iraq.®
The results of these Polls indicate that US public opinion is disappointed about the prospect of
democracy in Iraq because of recent political developments. Negative view of Iraq war in
American public opinion has escalated to reach 53 percent of those who believe that Iraq war

was a mistake.?*

One can notice that the dissatisfaction towards Irag war in American Public opinion was directly
related to the situation in Irag, the level of dissatisfaction reached 63 percent in 2007-2008 as to
when the violence in Iraq had escalated. Resulting to which Bush Administration had to send
additional troops in Iraq. This dissatisfaction increased again in July 2014 after the ISIS threat.
The Poll conducted in the same month that 58 percent disapproved the idea of sending troops to
Irag to confront ISIS; they favor the cooperation with Iran in a limited capacity to resolve the
situation in Iragq.?° While 42 percent said the United States still has a responsibility to stop the
violence in Irag. Americans were also split over whether the threat of terrorism against the
United States will increase as a result of the violence in Irag. John Nagl asserts in his articles,
published in New York Times, that the first lesson of Irag war, is, no Qaida presence in Iraq until
the American invasion, which caused social order to collapse and provided the terrorist group
with powerful recruiting message and a dangerous new base from which to attack. Nagl
continues his argument with the finding that political turmoil gives some armed and non-state
actors the chance to pursue alternative forms of state building, like, the Lebanese Hezbollah and
the Islamic State. In Iraq too, as in Syria, Libya, Sudan and Yemen, hybrid forms of “localized

security”, have emerged as governments have “deputized” national defense and regime
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protection to a variety of communal militias, further undermining the central state and its armed

forces. Yezid Sayigh figures out that the consequences are graphically illustrated in Irag and
Syria, where rebuilding broken armies and renegotiating the civil-military relationship has been
an integral part of reconstructing the state. Many of Foreign policy experts conclude that the
withdrawal of American army from Iraq caused a vacuum where the Islamic State of Iraq and

Syria (ISIS) to grow and the Iragi army to fold.

In this situation, Fareed Zakaria blames Iragi prime minister (al-Maliki) and his ruling party over
the insurgency in Irag. He explains that the exclusion of Sunnis from power using armed forces
has caused chaos. For him, "this meant that a structure of Sunni power that had been in the area
for centuries collapsed and the turmoil in the Middle East is often called a sectarian war. But

really it is better described as “the Sunni revolt across the region, from Iraq to Syria".?’

A group of American experts see the failure in Iraq as a threat; Carter Eskew (2014) adds to this

point that:

We now have a state that has finally failed, after being in intensive care since the British
mandate of the 1920s. This failure has brought forth a new and very serious threat to our

nation: The Islamic State of Irag and Syria (ISIS), the cross-boundary force emerging in Iraq.

This failure in nation building is due to the sectarian agendas. The enduring dilemma that has put
modern Irag in turmoil- the relationship between the people and the state, the relationship
between Kurdistan and Arab Irag, the relationship between Sunnis and Shiites, remain
unsettled.?® Perhaps the best-known instance was in 2006, when then-Senator Joe Biden and
Leslie Gelb of the Council on Foreign Relations called for the division of the country into three
autonomous regions, based on sect, with a central government that would “control border
defense, foreign affairs and oil revenues.” James Baker et al. disagrees with Biden-Gelb project
of dividing Iraq to three autonomous regions. He believes that the costs would be too high;

because the regional boundaries cannot be easily drawn.?

In Irag's multi-sectarian political process, developed post-Saddam Hussein, deploys consensus
among sects that have grown deeply wary of one another. Thus, as much the tension grows
among the political sects as much the terrorists and non-state actors enjoy considerable support
from the local residents. Paul Richtera asserts that Iraq’s Sunni and Shiite communities are
captive to the mistrust inflamed by the sectarian politicians. Richtera and others insist on their

misconceptions that the government’s security forces, both army and police, are overwhelmingly
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Shiite; and the Sunni populace has been affected by reports of the Shiite troops and militiamen

conducting brutal ethnic cleansing operations. Some American experts contend that the breakup
of Mideast countries into ethnic states may be a natural and inevitable outcome of the upheaval
that has swept through the region in recent years. A partition of Iraq could draw regional powers
Iran and Turkey more deeply into the conflict. Those experts describe the Iragi government as
disabled that unable to keep order.*

In this context as mentioned in the Rand Corporate Report the challenges that the United States

faces in Iraq:*

e The chance to rebuild new totalitarian rule.

e Lack of tradition of pluralist democracy.

e The sense of Iragi national identity does exist, this does not override communal forms of
identity along ethnic, geographic, tribal, or religious boundaries.

e Political interaction does not show tendency toward the revisiting of past injustice.

e The military, security services, and bureaucracy need to be radically reformed.

Finally, Thomas Friedman identifies another problem which might be so serious to US policy in
Irag, is the public image and acceptability of US in Irag. He described, in an article published in
The New York Times, the Iragi community:

(1) the Kurds are the only allies of the USA in Iraq in the fight for democracy and freedom".

(2) The Sunni as Jihadists, Baathists, and tribal militiamen who have led the takeover of Mosul

from the Iragi Government.

(3) He accuses the Iragi government of supporting the Shiites' militias and excluding the Sunnis

from political process.

In this regard, Larry Diamond argues that this problem is up to the deep Iragi suspicions of
American motives combined with the memory of Arabs’ historical confrontation with Western
colonialism.3* Many other specialists and Journalists agree with Friedman; they say that US
administrations failed to install a government, in Iraq, closer to Washington than to Tehran. They
continue that America has failed in Irag for two reasons: the first is related to the official
misconception towards Irag's political and social dynamics; the second concerned to Iraq's
cultural and political peculiarities which might be perceived as incompatible to democratic

governance. To understand better on what ground American experts, analyze and perceive Iraqg's

117 Wildl— odlp . gyl bliessdl 3Syell (e yaai daSne Luals dygae 2018 Jg¥1 (y95lS ¢ ealadl saslle il wilalons] Uone



Dr. ELAAF RAJIH HADI Sylatlly Gla &alge § Olud¥l Bodomg (e Al

politics, in the next section the discussion will be shifted to understand the consequences of US'

foreign policy on the political dynamics in Irag.

3. United States Foreign Policy and its implications on Iraq:

To summarize the American experience in the post 2003 period, one would prefer to use
the word ‘failure’. The failure to understand the Iraqi particularities led to the so far political
turmoil. In this regard, one would revisit the American invasion to Irag which occurred for some
reasons:*® some related to Iraq and others to the National Security of United States concerning
Irag; the invasion was declared by American officials to be about installing democratic regime.
But, democracy alone was not enough to secure peace and political progress in Irag. The debate
over democracy cannot be separated from secularism and the role of religion in public sphere,
then, The United States through different administrations should have paid attention to
secularism in Iraq since the Iraqgi society is rich with diversity. What happened was that neither
Bush nor Obama administrations supported the secular trend in Irag. In contrast they delivered

Iraq to Islamists.®*

From my point of view, one of the most identifiable mistake was done by the Bush’s
administration, and damaged political secularism in Iragq, was the establishment of the Interim
Governing Council (IGC).* According to Francis Fukuyama the second most important mission
in nation-building is the reconstruction of some form of legitimate political authority.*® I think
that the best way to establish national authority would have been to hold elections for a
transitional government. What we can notice that the efforts by which IGC was created did not
pay attention to Fukuyama’s condition. In contrast, CPA (Coalition Provisional Authority) gave
the priority to six key political parties emerged as the major political organizations in Irag. They
included two main exile groups, the INC and the INA (Iragi National Accord); two main Kurdish
groups, the PUK and KDP; and two Shi’ite groups, SCIRI and the Da’wa Party. Report issued
by Rand Corporation asserts that the IGC faced challenges to its legitimacy on both domestic

and international levels.®’

So, one might ask if the United States suspended the policy of regime change in the second half
of Nineties of last century, because of lack of secular alternatives to Saddam;*® why, then, in the
aftermath of invasion established the IGC which mostly consisted of Islamic political parties.
The United States failed to ally itself with a powerful secular leadership in Irag. Bruce Jentlson

has defended the American position in Iraq. He explains that the problem rests in Irag's
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peculiarity which resistant to democracy.*® Although, this argument cannot deny American's

mistakes such as Bremer disbanded the entire Iragi army on the grounds that they might still be
loyal to Saddam.*® However, instead of creating a new potent security apparatus which is
fundamental to any political project; security vacuum was escalated and non-state actors
challenged the state legitimate power.*" In this regard, Jentlson asks could the Sunnis, Shiites,
and Kurds reach enough of a compromise for political stability. How could they share power? In
other words, the lack of national consolidation and solidarity in Iraq caused the political failure
and not the impotent American strategy, Jentlson argues. For instance, Jentlson affirms that the
militias that each group maintains as its own private army hindered the construction efforts of the
Iragi national army. Consequently, power struggle in Iraq is twofold: between the formal state’s
institutions and the shadow non-state actors; and among the social groups.

Hamid Dabashi blames the United States of neglecting the political reality in Irag in a way that
exacerbated the threat of terrorism.** Hence, by exploiting political turmoil terrorist
organizations such as IS has successfully challenged the political project in Irag. In this
perspective, Loretta Napoleoni describes IS a shell-state which often emerged out of proxy war
and usually looks for sponsors to build state infrastructure of their own.*? The 2003
American invasion and occupation of Iraq created the pre-conditions for radical groups, like
ISIS, to take root. America, rather unwisely, destroyed Saddam Hussein’s secular state
machinery and replaced it with a predominantly sectarian system of power distribution among
political parties. Furthermore, United States’ policy in Iraq has deepened the sectarian clash.
Hagan et al. explain that in Iraq, the ‘legal cynicism’ frame involved reports of unnecessary
violence® by U.S. forces and Iragi security apparatus against Arab Sunni civilians.** Here, what
interact with legal cynicism the idea that Shiites have been seen as traitors collaborate with the
occupied forces. Hagan adds that legal cynicism led to the decline in confidence in the national
government of Irag and the security apparatus. He conducted a survey asking whether it is
acceptable for attacks to target U.S./Coalition or Iraqgi forces. The results show that nearly two
thirds (62 percent) of Iragis (Sunni), who been surveyed, regarded attacks on these state actors as
acceptable. Hagan concludes that legal cynicism creates possibilities for violence against state
actors. Mistrust among social groups led to State failure.*® One of the most important implication
of State failure is Nation failure, occurs because nation-states’ cultural projections of their
nationhood are no longer convincing too many. The decline of nation sentiment arises in Iraq
since people lost confidence in State’s apparatus, especially when these apparatuses been
perceived as tools to deliver goods for specific social group. Thereby, grievances of the state’s

national groupings intensify; and people start questioning the legitimate of institutions;
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especially when militant groups representing exclusive nationalisms in the name of the nation’s

self-defense.
Pollard et al. and Hagan et al. apparently analyzed what happened in Iraq post 2003. The state
lost sovereignty on part its territory and then the government lost the identity as the sole
legitimate executer of people’s needs. The government lost its power to deploy legitimate use of
force. Now, anyone can notice the ability of non-state actors — such as the militias — to impose
political choices on the government. The role of militias has been expanded not only on the
domestic arena but also in the regional level whereby some militias have transnational role in
accordance with other militant groups in the region. Terrorists organization such al-Qaida
deployed successfully the political crisis in Irag to spread its capacity of recruitment. It
franchised itself as Sunni organization that wanted to save dignity and pride of the Sunnis in
Irag. Some segments in the Iraqi society found accommodate in deploying this franchising
process to resist and challenge the political process. Some of those belong to the Baath regime
and some who felt marginalized by the Iragi government (as they proclaimed).
In this context, Thomas Farr founds out that people in Irag rely on their selves to guarantee
security. To this end, political and social actors, mostly with religious trend, called on the
exacerbated need of militant organization.*’ In all cases, despite the nature of each organization
(one cannot put Hezbollah at the same category of al-Qaeda), the activity of these organizations
damaged the prestige of the nation-state including the concept of sovereignty. In this regard,
Peter Galbraith contends in his book, The End of Irag: How American Incompetence Created a
War Without End, and Crowley in his article, The End of lrag, contends that the failure of
political project in post-2003 Iraq has been perceived in two ways:

1- The failure of political project in Iraq has led to the emergence of militant groups from different

sects.
2- United States has failed in supporting secular political alternative, thus, the emergence of the

militant groups is an inevitable result to this political failure.

Laura King suggests that the failure in Irag and Syria devolved into a battle between a mainly
Sunni armed and the Shiite-militant coalition. The problem with this conflict is severe, since it
developed to be shaped by the dynamics of regional politics. The role of these militant groups
has exceeded its capacity as non-state actors: first, they start playing a trans-border role across
the states; second, these militants' groups are backed by specific regional state. With the spillover
of the conflict into the Iraqi heartland, that proxy battle expands onto the doorsteps of patrons on

opposite sides of the Sunni-Shiite divide: Saudi Arabia and Iran, respectively .
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In general, King asserts that the situation in Iraq is very dangerous since militias from each sect

will flourish and the failure of state is vulnerable. This chaos will encourage other groups of
Islamists to challenge the power of state. Thus, the risk of losing secular trend in the region is at
high stake. In this regard, Marc Lynch agrees with King. He asserts that the Arab public sphere,
despite the national particularities, suffers from the historical trauma of power relation between
the East and the West.*® In this context, Iraq served as the focal point for the emergence of the
collective trauma due to the invasion in 2003. This collective trauma has created a sphere of
division whether in the Iraqi society or in the regional politics. Here, one can assume that the
majority in the Arab world think that U.S. invasion to Iraq was not to install democracy rather to
achieve its hegemonic ambition on the Muslims land. Thus, this sentiment across the Arab
region granted to the radical Islamists a sentiment of sympathy. One can imagine, depending on
what written above, that the regional perception is totally negative towards the Iraqi experience
post Saddam Hussein whereby the sectarian passionate is on fire. Furthermore, Iran is well-
connected to this conspiracy theory all over the Arab world. Thus, under these conditions
terrorism is the contingent outcome.*® Therefore, some people isolate themselves from society,
and became a militant. Some accommodated themselves with the terrorist organizations while
others accommodated with the sectarian militias since these organizations have the sufficient

resources to lunch resistance to the state quo in Irag.

Accordingly, “nation-building” in Iraq faces a huge challenge from the political reality.>® The
net result would be that Iraq is falling apart. In this sense, Juan Cole wonders how a small group
of fanatically anti-Shiite terrorists had the ability to establish its own political entity. His answer
explores two essential reasons:

1- The socio-political conditions that have led Iraq to lose Mosul in June 2014.

2- The strategic and political mistakes done by the United States in Irag post Saddam Hussein.
The core idea of Cole argument supposes that: despite the enormous ground of western data base
concerning the Muslim world, but the west lacks a clear and sufficient vision to what have to be
done in order to face the political turmoil and radicalization in the Middle East. For D’Souza
America’s foreign policy during Obama’s presidency has participated in this failure. In one hand,
he accuses Obama’s administration of supporting the Islamists for collapsing the secular regimes
in Egypt and Tunisia while ignoring the Islamic regime in Iran. On the other hand, he contends
that it is for the interest of the United States to keep secular regimes in power, no matter if it is
democratic or not, since they are allies to America; because he believes that the Arab world is

incompatible with the Western values of liberation and modernity as well as inconvertible
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according to the western model.>* Actually, Patrick Cockburn blames U.S. policy of selecting the

partners in the war on terror. There was always something fantastical about the US and its
western allies teaming up with the theocratic Sunni absolute monarchies in the Gulf to spread
democracy and enhance human rights.

4. The United Stares' policy towards political turmoil in Iraq:

Joby Warrick, in Black Flag, asserts that U.S. has played a vital role since 1990 in
escalating the hatred towards it. The point is that, the U.S. has participated in creating the proper
atmosphere for terrorists to operate in Irag. Any mistake done by U.S. in Iraq post 2003 was in
favor of the Islamists. United States’ policy in Iraq affected the region’s politics between those
who support militias to fight American troops in Irag and those who support terrorism under the
name of revolution.

But, one can inquire if the United States has adopted specific actions or policies to tackle the
growing role of radical Islamists in the regional politics post the Arab Spring, especially in Iraq
and Syria. What happened shows us that the United States blinked its eyes in front of the
growing role of terrorists in Iraq and Syria in the aftermath of Arab spring. The Administration's
policy of strategic neglect toward Iraq has created a situation where IS controls territory
stretching for hundreds of miles through al-Anbar Province in Iraq and into Syria. Furthermore,
Cole argues that American indictment has continued its legacy in Iraq when the United States did
not take in advance steps to tackle the fall of Mosul in June 2014 under the control of IS.

To explain why United States did not intervene in both cases, Iraq and Syria, to prevent the
expanding of IS; one can notice three reasons:

1- Obama's administration understands the situation in Irag and Syria as a civil war, thus,
president Obama refused to intervene in such conflicts.”Robin Simox in a Foreign Affairs’
essay contends that “Obama understands of the situation in Iraq (as well as in West Africa and
Syria) as “local power struggles,” looks naive at best and dangerously misguided at worst”.

2- Steven Heydemann contends that Senior officials, including Obama, regularly justify their
approach on the grounds that engagement would inevitably lead to devastated consequences,
drawing the United States into an Afghan-style quagmire.>® Dennis Rose sheds light on a
corollary question: Tell me what happens if we don't act? Rose assures that not acting would
produce a severe vacuum in which a humanitarian catastrophe, a deepening proxy war and the
strengthening of ISIL in Iraq and Syria would occur.

3- Kim Sengupta provides the third reason which is the American’s reliance on regional players

such as Turkey and Saudi Arabia. These regional states, according to Sengupta, have actively
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supported a hardline coalition of Islamist rebels against Bashar al-Assad’s regime that includes

al-Qaeda’s affiliate in Syria.

On the other side, Hilary Clinton, former Secretary of State in the first Obama’s administration,
in her book Hard Choices states that "trying to drive change in the Middle East could feel like
banging your head against a brick wall”. In this perspective, Clinton believes that the American
administration was in critical situation. Clinton contends that the Obama’ position before the
political development was ideally based to support democratic values in the Middle East. But,
she believes that the history of the region shows that transitions from dictatorship to democracy
are fraught with challenges and can easily go terribly wrong. In this perspective, it is relevant to
refer to Liz Sly interview with General David Petraeus, which published in The Washington Post

under the title The Islamic State isn’t our biggest problem in Iraq. Petraeus contends that:

That said, it is impossible to return to Irag without a keen sense of opportunities lost. These
include the mistakes we, the U.S., made here, and likewise the mistakes the Iraqis
themselves have made. This includes the squandering of so much of what we and our
coalition and Iraqi partners paid such a heavy cost to achieve, the continuing failure of Iraqg's
political leaders to solve longstanding political disputes, and the exploitation of these failures

by extremists on both sides of the sectarian and ethnic divides.>*

Petraeus adds that the proximate cause of Iraq’s unraveling was the increasing authoritarian,
sectarian and corrupt conduct of the Iraqgi political elite after the departure of the last U.S.
combat forces in 2011. Some may contend that all of this was inevitable. Irag was bound to fail,
they will argue, because of the inherently sectarian character of the Iragi politics. Thomas E.
Ricks, Irag: No Way Out, adds that any tactical/operational victory in Iraq (neutralize ISIS)
translates into strategic defeat since Irag firmly under the influence of the Iranians. In other
words, America did not intervene at the beginning of IS crisis since it did not want to engage in
any condition of action with Iran.

Petraeus criticizes the decision of withdrawing from Iraq since he believes that America has
delivered Iraqg to: Iran in on hand, and to the Iraqi Islamic political parties which backed by Iran.
Juan Cole responds to such a question. He agreed with Obama administration’s decision to
withdraw from Iraq since the Iraqi elected parliament decided so. Hence, America has no moral
justification to keep its forces on the Iraqi ground. This step would extend the political dispute

among the Iraqi political partners and lunch a wave of guerilla against the American troops and
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Iragi security apparatus. Again, what happened in Iraq is worse than what anyone could imagine

before or after the adoption of the decision of American troops withdrawing. The result was the
conquer of Mosul in the North of Irag by IS fighters. Even in the aftermath of this serious event,
American government kept neglecting the decline of security situation in Iraq as red line alarm
that requires direct intervention, since they read this event as civil war or political dispute
between the Iragi shia-government and the Sunni rebellions. This fact does not mean that the US
did not provide Iraq with humanitarian and military assistance, but, assures that the US
administrations bear in mind some question marks towards Iraq political choices in the

international politics.

Conclusion:

"Iraq is a hard friend." This phrase describes the image to which the decision makers and
the specialists in the US perceive post-2003 Irag. It does not mean that the US has no motive
to develop relationship with Iraq, but the dynamics of Iraq's politics may suggest barriers
ahead this goal. Still, the US' successive administrations put Iraq on the top of its strategic
priority towards the Middle East. Although, its vital to enquire that: does the US still support
a unified Iraq? The answer should be “’yes’’ if one takes into consideration the US position
towards Kurdistan independence referendum that took place in September 2017. The US
administration showed off a great support to the unified Iraq, still that position tells that the
US expects that Iraq will accommodate its strategic priorities in the regional politics. Even
though there are some questions before the strategic relationship between Iraq and US such as
the position towards the sanctions imposed by US against Iran. In this regard, Iragq expressed
itself very clearly through adopting a balanced-neutral strategy towards the regional politics.
Thus, decision making in lIraq regarding any regional crisis might be checked by several
political filters. Irag has no intention to rush into any decision or position that goes contrary to
its national constants. Still, there is a great tendency to keep and flourish the relationship with
Iraq’s strategic partners such as the United States.

Finally, this paper concludes that scholars in the US assert that the situation in lraq is
unbalanced and uncontrolled since non-state actors could flourish, and the failure of state is
vulnerable. Therefore, different kind of threat whether terrorism or political turmoil still at
high risk according to the US strategic perception. The consequences could find its way into
the US policy towards Iraq during president Trump administration. Sanctions on Iran, Oil
production, Syrian crisis and Kurdish case are the vital issues that might affect relationship
with Iraq. So far, the US administration deploys smart policy towards Iraq to guarantee its
interests. In other words, the US supports the Iraqi government to reduce the power of Iran-
backed non-state actors. The goal is to make Iraq a balanced ground rather than a complete
hostile one to the US interests. This policy might continue in the upcoming couple of years if
there is no serious development will take place in the region whether in Syria, Yemen or Iraq
itself.
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policy. These preferences might go in favor of Iran rather than US, as Michael Weiss and Hassan Hassan argue in
their joint work ISIS: Inside The Army of Terror. For this reason, US should be more cautious towards the
relationship between political secularism and the schema of governance in post-2003 Iraq (see also: Wehrey at el,
2010, 21).

% Theodore J. Piccone asserts that “Democracy Must Always be a Home-Grown Affair”. But this finding does not
mean political secularism will not success in Iraq because the majority of people are Muslims. What should be done
is that people should be able to sustain the representative democracy which must be neutral in its nature. In other
words, the democracy promoters, the U.S in the Iragi case, should support the civil society and the civic trend in the
political arena post-2003. Those who deploy violent means and have militias should be excluded unless they
manifest their self-steam as part of the civic trend.

% One of Paris’ hypothesis maintains that the interveners should be predisposed to promote political structures that
fit their own schemas of governance. Then, one would ask, does IGC compatible to state building practices in the
US. In other words, is IGC compatible with democracy? Larry Diamond (2005) argues that the Pentagon’s
expectation was that it would be possible to hand over power quickly to an Iragi interim government led by Ahmed
Chalabi and other pro-democratic Iragi exiles. Diamond contends that the IGC was expected to fail due to
(Diamond, 2005, 10-11): it had no real political power like that of Bremer; The IGC was never able to agree on a
formula for political transition, partly because of its own deep internal divisions along philosophical, ethnic, and
sectarian lines. Therefore, the Iragi constitution (2005) still suffers of these divisions since the members of IGC
were keen to represent sub-identities over the national. One can understand that Diamond blames the Iraqgi
politicians concerning the political failure either by IGC or later.

* Fukuyama, "America at the Crossroad", 237.

%" Bensahel et al., "After Saddam", 168.

In this regard, read also:

Phillips, D., Losing Iraq: Inside the Postwar Reconstruction Fiasco, Westview Press, 2005.

% Doran C. (2012) assures that the removal of Saddam Hussein from power was the corner stone of U.S policy
towards Iraq from 1991 to 2003. To this end, US’ successive administrations had deployed several tactics. To this
end, during Clinton’s second term of presidency the Congress approved in October, 1998, the Iraq Liberation Act
(ILA) by which the US allocated $97 million to support the Iragi political opposition.

% Jentlson, "American Foreign Policy", 469.

%0 “If one event can be said to symbolize the birth of ISIS, it must be the Coalition Provisional Authority’s (CPA) 14
decisions to disband the Ba’ath Party and the Iraqi Army on 16 May and 23 May 2003 respectively in the first two
formal orders that it issued” (Joffe, 2016, 12). In other words, George Joffe (2016) and Robert Kaplan (2013)
believes that one of the consequences of US policy in Iraq is the situation in which Sunni community found itself
impoverished by these decisions.

*! Toby Dodge (2012) contends that the post-war strategy was concentrated in few hands in Bush’s administration.
And Irag-planning was dominated by the department of defense. To some extent, senior Bush administration
officials miscalculated the challenges they would face in post-2003 Irag. The miscalculation effects U.S policy in
Iraq in various fields mostly important in security and political transition.

“2 Dabashi, "Islamic Liberation..", 36.

** Napoleone, "The Islamist Phoenix", 28.

“Arshin Adib-Moghaddam argues that unnecessary violence such as that practices at Abu Ghraib humiliated the
victims in a way that the power of the punisher (U.S’ personnel) had to be engrained in the very memory of the
victim and, by extension, in the consciousness of the occupied nation. (Adib-Moghaddam, 213).

** Hagan et al., "The Theory of Legal..", 4.

“® Pollard et al. define State failure as the failure of governments to deliver political goods to citizens on a scale
likely to undermine the legitimacy and the existence of the state itself.

*" Thomas, "Response..", 187.

8 Lynch, "Beyond the Arab Street", 56.

* Harrow, "The Effect ..", 285.

* Blum, "Beyond Blood", 66.

D'Souza, "Obama's America", 175-6.
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°2 Remarks by the President in Address to the Nation on Syria, The White House Office of the Press Secretary:
Immediate  Release, September 10, 2013. Available at:  https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-
office/2013/09/10/remarks-president-address-nation-syria

**Ambassador Dennis Ross is the William Davidson Distinguished Fellow and counselor at The Washington
Institute.

% Liz, "Petraeus".
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Abstract:

This research deals with the new role of the Emirates, which seeks to play in the
regional arena after the events of change after 2010, and the result of these variables of new
data reflected in the return of the letter of identity on the one hand, and on the other hand
marked a new phase in the directions of the UAE strategy in cooperation with Saudi Arabia
towards those variables to begin Talk about an Emirati role in the region. And examines the
perceptions that have emerged from the UAE to adopt a new policy and redeployment in the
Horn of Africa and try to abort and contain the efforts of other countries to control the Horn
of Africa and turn the roles in their favor.

Keywords: identity, geopolitics, role, Horn of Africa.
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Abstract:

Due to the on-going Israeli violations of the Palestinians’ rights, and after its legal status has
been elevated as a non-Member Observer Country in UN, Palestine has enrolled the
International Criminal Court in April 2015 to put an end to impunity of the Israeli war
criminals. But still, the success of this step faces many obstacles and difficulties. The main of
which lies in the possibility of suspending the work of the Court by the Security Council and
the integration principle that gives the Israeli war criminals opportunities for impunity.
Furthermore, the cooperation with the Court sometimes is problematic, and more than that the
Israeli accusers have the possibility to be immune by the national law. Therefore and overall,
it is hard to gain justice in the Palestinian case.

Key words: Palestine - Accession - International Crimes - Obstacles — Justice.
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