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The moral identity in the Legacy of Al-Jahiz: A Study in
Cultural Criticism with special Reference to the

Representation of Women.

Asst. Prof.. Ahmed Hayawi Alsaad College of Arts
Asst. Prof. Mariam Abdulnabby  Centre for Basrah & Arab Gulf
Studies

Abstract:

A host of identities featured prominently in the
writings of Al-Jahiz, identities that were shaped in the
collective imagination in his time in the third century
AH. They were shaped around cultural models that
emphasized the moral aspect. He based his poetry and
its value-jus=dgements on these identities.

Women showed up in his writings in a very
reductionist manner. They are presented with pejorative
terms that devalue women. This presentation supported
the general stereotypical image of women prevalent in
his time, marginalizing them and labelling them with
imperfection.
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