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Geographical Analysis of Bookbinding Industry in Basra
Governorate

Lect. Huda Ahbini Ashour Al-Baydani
Basra and Arabian Gulf Studies Center

Abstract

The bookbinding profession is an ancient craft in Basra Governorate, focusing on the
preservation of books by binding their pages together to protect them from damage and wear
over time. This profession is known as "bookbinding" due to its importance in safeguarding
scientific efforts and preventing the loss or deterioration of book pages. Without the existence of
this art in Arab and Islamic culture, we would not have the heritage books available to us today.

This research aims to provide a geographical analysis of the bookbinding industry in Basra
Governorate, highlighting the challenges faced by this industry. The study employs geographical
analysis and distribution to examine the industry's issues, as well as the difficulties faced by
bookbinding workshop owners.

The study is divided into five main sections, in addition to the introduction. The first section
discusses the concept, importance, and types of bookbinding, while the second section focuses
on the stages of bookbinding manufacturing processes. The third section addresses the main
factors that contribute to the bookbinding industry in Basra, and the fourth section analyzes the
geographical distribution of bookbinding workshops in Basra. Finally, the fifth section explores
the problems encountered in the bookbinding industry in Basra, along with the findings and
suggestions.

The study concludes with several key findings: Bookbinding is a significant craft in local
markets, playing a crucial role in meeting the needs of government departments and the private
sector by producing books, records, and registers. The final step in book production is
bookbinding. The geographic location of Basra has greatly supported the industry by facilitating
the transportation of raw materials such as paper, cardboard, and adhesives used in the process.
The high population density in central Basra has led to the largest concentration of bookbinding
workers, with 79 workers representing 60.3% of the workforce in Basra's bookbinding industry.
Some of the key challenges faced by the industry include delays in the arrival of raw materials,
climate-related issues, and the challenges of repairing damaged books.

Keywords: Bookbinding, leather, paper, geographic location, workforce,
geographical distribution.
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Footnotes:
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