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Abstract

The ontological metaphors of "'river' and "fish" are the most prominent metaphors in
contemporary lraqgi poetry, especially in the works of Rad Zamel. These metaphors reveal
aspects of the hidden truth that have shaped the reality of his society. Through the creation
of conceptual metaphors, Zamel uses these symbolic elements as intellectual mechanisms
connected to the human mental experience and the way we perceive the world. This process
contributes to the construction of knowledge and concepts, which often involves abstract
concepts that cannot be fully grasped without relying on concrete metaphors. The aim of
this study is to analyze ontological metaphors in Zamel’s poetry, focusing on how they
contribute to his vision of the world. This study investigates how Zamel employs metaphor
as a creative tool to communicate the hidden depths of his poetic experience to the reader.
In this way, poetry becomes a medium through which we perceive and interpret the world.
This study focuses on the diagnostic metaphors of "'river' and ""fish," exploring how these
symbols are used to construct mental metaphors that embody Zamel’s conceptual
framework. This is examined within the context of cognitive linguistics, guided by the
theoretical frameworks of George Lakoff and Mark Johnson. Through analyzing Zamel’s
use of ""river' and "'fish," the study reveals the metaphorical richness and semantic depth
of these symbols. This highlights the poet’s engagement with nature, where he assigns both
positive and negative connotations to these elements. As a result, the river and the fish
become fundamental concepts in Zamel’s poetry, reflecting his understanding of reality.
This research provides an in-depth analysis of how these symbols interact within Zamel’s
broader poetic vision.

Keywords:
Cognitive linguistics, Ontological metaphors, river and fish, Contemporary lIragi poetry,
Rad Zamel
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