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This research deals with the biography of the weiter Abu Al Al-Jawithar, a3 he iz an important fgure in
Fattoid history, He comveyed to us & lot of important pews sbout the Fatimid state in Moroooo through his
writhtgt of a hook that includes the memoirs of his toacher javwdhar. Thes research also deals with the most
important resources that he relied on in writing the Blography beok resources of Professor Jawdhar
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Introduction:

The Egyptians paid attentlon to memokres and blographies, az they wiote bingraphies about the heroes
that the Egyptinns loved, such as the blography of Antarah iba Shaddad and others Among the impartant
blograpkibes by the Fatimid era ls the blography of Professor |awther, who (8 considered the third figure in
the state alter the Caliph and the Crown Prince, as he assumed the position of writing which is closer to
the rank of The Ministry, The biography written by his student Al-lawdhar provided uwl with 3 lot af
important information that was not mentioned by other sources in [Maghreb) West Arabia. We disoussed
the bloagraphy of the wiiter Al-Javwdhart aind the most important resources be relied on in bis bool,

First: Abu Ali Al-Jawthari - his personal blography

Abu Ali Mansour Al-Azbs (1] Al-Jawthary, named after his ivacher, Jawdhar Al-Saglabi (2], and i was
sabid that it was named after Al-Jawdbiviyya neighhoerhood (3) He & 3 weiter and |s consldersd one of the
historians whose lingage goes back o Al-Aziz Billah [365-386 AN f 975996 AD) and he may be s Saglabi
He took over writing for Professor Jawdhar Al-Saglab in the vesr 350 AH /961 AD (4L and in his capacity
as Jawdhar's writer, he had aceess (o the documents, correspondence, and conversations that were
hetween Jawidhar and the caliphs, including the important secrets and he kept them with him. and the
profession of writing could not be undertaken by anyone, so ity owner must possess the eloguence that
epualifhen Wi o 10 [5) 1 sessms that Al Al Al-Jawthan possessed theie conditions, becaue the prrsition
of the wirlter during the era of the Fatbmids was nest in cank 1o the ministry (6], so the caliphs would only
asuign it to those whom they Tound sufficient and capable of handling matters, and the scribe would
perfornd this work of o minister if the caliph decided w dispense with him (7).

Al-Jawrtharls statis increased during the days of Al-Hakin bi-Amre Allah (386411 AH / 961020
AD) Becouse he was linown for his competence in managing the matters entrusted (o im, the Hishab (1)
was added to it then Al-Ahbas (9) was added to it then the responsibility of the slave market was addesd
tin A, which was conglidervd one of the constantly moving and active markets in the Fatimbd era, anid the
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monitoring the coasts. The year of his death was not determined by historians, but they mention that he
il uringg the days of the cuaber [ 11), Dot i some cases i€ Is mentioned that his death wag in the year 190
AN S0 AD, (12). A mosque was built bearing the name of Al-Jawihari, and this symbol indicates the
itutus that Abu All Al Jawthan enjoyed, as the mosgue is located in Al-Jawithariyya nelghborhood, within
the walls of Cairo (13},

Second: Al-Jawthart's resources in the blography

From reading the texts af the bools, it becamie clear i us thing the suthor relied on o set of resources that
wre the reason for the smergence of his work with such accuracy and historical impertance, thess
FESOMIITEs dre

1- The direct signatures of the Fatimid caliphs by Professor Jawther, which was the baskc material
foor this book, as he lived with the Fatimid caliphs in the Arab Maghreh. These historical documents start
from the year 3123 AN / 934 AD, which is the date of the first signature that reached Jawhar until the year
of his death 363 AW / 070 AD (14) so Abu All Al Jawthari transmittied the first correspondences and
signatures o his tweacher sent from the existing Caliph (322334 AH / 934945 AD), whore Al-Jawthari
mentions That W by saying “And he, may God be pleased with him, told me that the Mt signature {which
God honored him with was his signature ) came out to him in the handwriting of the Qa‘im Bi-Ame Allah -
muy God's prayers be upon Mm - and he showed it to me, and he resd it to me, and that wis because the
Qa'im Bi-Amre Alah - may God's prayers and peace be upon him - was sitting in his coundl (15) And then
the letters submiltted to |Jawar from the Caliph Al-Mansur (334-341 AH / 945-952 AD) related to the
management of state affairs, including a letter shout gifts that arrived o the Caliph fvom the Romans and
the obligation of giving what is better than what arrived from the state’s coffers, to demonstrate the
generosity and tolerance of the Fatimid caliphs to Who sends them gifts [16). and another letter sent to
Jawdhar containing proof of the fees and duties for the people of the palace in general and the sanciuary
in particular { 17}, where the plots mentloned by Al-lawthari follow one another until the last patch was
from Al-Mansur to Jawdhar, and the Caliph was ill st that time, In the year 341 AH/952 AD (18), and it
was also approved The correspondences that Al-Mu'izz LI Din Allab [341-365 AH/952-975 AD) submitted
o Professor [awdhar, The first of thess correapondences was in which he informed him of the death of Al-
Mansur, in which Al-Mu'izz called the Commander of the Fathful, and in which he ordered him to conceal
that [19) and among them was a patch that was an answer to o need requested by Jawdhar (20) and also
A letter to Jawthar when he was (Il and was absent due to his iliness for several days and did not attend
the Caliph’s council (21) and other correéspondence.

i- Professor |awther's correspondence with the Caliphs asking them for some of his needs,
although he does not mention these needs, but mther it is sufficient to transfer the letter sent from
Jowther to the Caliph and the Caliph's response to thowe needs, but they are needs of rellgion and this (s
what was mentioned in the book of biography when Professor Jowther requested his noed. From the
Caliph Al-Muizz, saying “_and he. may God's pruyers be upon him, wished to help him with ane of the
religious needs that he was still requesting from the imams before him® (22), and when we researched
the book, we found that requesting such needs was repeated and in different forms, but they carried
meanings of jreat respect. And begging for it semetimes. and reminding him of hiz old age and plysical
woakness at other dmes [ 23],

31 Correspondence exchanged between lawdbar and statesmen, which included o ot of information
aboul the management of state aflulrs. which Jawdhar would subimit to the Caliph and be answered,
inclucling the letter in which the owner of the ses asked for the needs he neoded to build ships ( 24), and a
letter received lor Jawdhar from the governor of Tripali (25 ) He tells him of his longing to see the face of
Caliph Al-Mulexz, and his desire to attend the Eid prayer with him, and mentions te him the money he has
aceumulated and what was spent on the fleet and its men. He alsi describes the sate of the country
whiere security and stability prevail [26),
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L Poetry was one of the resources that the author relied on in writing his historical information |7,
including the poetry of ihe caliphs. We quoted the Caliph Al-Mansur's postry upon his defoat of the
wecursed Hn Kaydad (26), where Al-Mansur suys:

tabuadalat baed aleaefaran wataybuh sada aldire min mustahkamat alssamin’

alam varni biet alwogamat bialsuraa  walin alliasha Walkhoyul aldawamir

wialltyan sy b daghayin baynahum  vatbiurun thawrat ol svwid alkhawadie

[ Exchanged, alter the saffron amd its sweet scent  Was the clatter from the mighty blows of the Samir.
[Miidst thow nit see me bartor the safe abodi for the journey  Andd the tendier beart for the swilt steeds?
Ard young e of truth, with re rancor twisd them — who rise as the revols of lerce oo ) [29)

He also quated the poem from Caliph Al-Mansur, who wrote it o Al-Mu'iee Lidin Allah to chronicle the
ltiiation he was b and the svents that took place bo eliminate e Kapdod, saying

Kitabi alik miln ageas alglinmb wnhawil shoded earid twil

ajub agifaar watawi alrinal wakimilnalsl ealaa kal bl

(My missive to thee from the farthest west,  And my yearning is deep, broad, anid leng.
I roam the deserts, truverse the sands,  And bear mysell through every doead )30

Al Jawthan also took the poetry of poets as  source for him in his work, and one of the poets described
the Mahdi by saying:

Dhar malil symiyot mabdiar  fih toeril metal al‘abad
| A royal abode, named Mahdia,  Therein are Known the truths eternal ) (1)

Al-Jawthar alen wrate @ poein in which he chronicled the events of the besiegement of Abu Yagid, the
accursed, by Caliph Al-Mansur Billah in a castle in a rugged mountain, and he described 11, saying

fartagaa almalean min kKhayinth G dharas “aeit eal mossid

fi dharas khulaga’ malsa'an  ealas dhalik almaeqil laysat bisidad

{ Then the accursed one rose from his fear  To the heights of a lofty, lowering peak.
T the smuooth, barren heights above  That stronghold which none may besioge. J{32)

5 Among his resources are the sermons that he included In his work, which contalned extremely
impartant historical material, including & sermon by the Caliph al-Qa'lm bl Amr Allsh during the siege of
I Kiddad, in which he mentions al-Qa'im’s address to Kutama and his mobilization for striving for the
salie of God, Mo reminds them of the previous glocies of their fathers sod explaing o them the condition of
I Kiddood and those with him [33) He also transmitted another five-page sermon from Al-Mansur
annsuncing the death of Al-Qaim [34]. He slso transmitted a long, multh page sermon by Al-Mu'te Lidin
Allah on e blessed Eid AL Adba in Uve yoar 141 AN 52 AD in which he mourned his father [ 35),

i Among hin resources was meeting with some stastesmen who were (n direct contact with the
callphs” (36). Likewise, the houks that were sent to Professor Jawther(17).
T He reported some news from lgures whose names he does not mention, but he sulllces with

saying that they are trustworthy, and among that news is the will of the Qa'lm Bi-Amr Allah to his son Al
Mansur to kisep Jawdhar close to him, where he saps) “Fell me whi | traat® (38),

n- Among his mospurces is glss roading in the books of the calipha, and this is what he mentioned
when he said: "And | read in a chaptor of the books of Al-Mansur Billah - may God's prayers be upon him -
that was an andwer to the prifessor about what was wiltten to him eegarding 8 matter of money with
which he became close and did his work.., So the anewer (o him was i this chagter: The money you sent
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has arcived, O Judhar, May God pority vour effort and complite your reward. However. you have
birdened yoursell with a heavy burden, and Allah Almighty says, “0n no soul doth Allah place a burden
preater than it can bear™ (39) and breadth s leas than capacity, and | accepted a thousand dinars from
him, which s a lot And | returned It to you, so from these thousand dinars, make for us a light, gilded
natdidle for traveling for loss than o thousand didhame, and choose for i o good, wide stick " (40),

Copclusiomn

Al-lawilir achioved wide fame, and his contemporaries or scholars who came after him recegniaed
him for his progress and knowledge. He was alio known for his slogquence and good organization of
poetry, and this qualified him to become one of tha writers of the Fatimid suate since the year 365 AW He
waorkind for Profossor Jawdhar Al-Saglabi, and then his status increased dicing the days of Al-Hakdin bi-
Amr Allah, dige 1o He was known for his competence in managing the matters entrusted (o him, so the
hisha was added ta him, then the prisons weee added to him, then e responsitility of the dave market
wan added 1o him.

Hhn al-pawbhart committod himsell to the goal for which he widte his boak, “The Blography of Professor
Jawaldlvar,” which i to mention the blography of his teacher Javwdhar al-Sagliabl. Among the postives of his
approach is his imerest in the histerkcal contest of the Fatiniid state news that he cites, while specifying
the time frame that concerns the historical events that accompanied his translation of his teacher,

He wan satisfied with the informarion he abtained Mosell becauss e was o contemporary of some of the
milnisters of the Patimid state, or through his readings in the official documents of the stale, as he was one
of the #tate's scribes at that time. and the speeches of the caliphu and their mestings.

Footnnles
1+ Al-Zirakli, Al-Iam, vol. 7, p. 298; Omar Kahhaleh, Dictionary of Authors, vol. 13, p 11

- Jawther Al-Saglabl: The professor is one of the Fatimid statismen, and he was one of the dangerous
figures in the history of the Fatimids since thelr appearance on the scene of events in Morocoo, He was in
his vouth a slave from the Mamluks whose founder was the Malidl, and he gave him g gift to the existing
crown prinee, and he advanced under him untl he was appointed suceessor while he was still crown
prince and made him crown prince, Alter his gppointment ta the Caliphate, the swnar of his treasury, the
person in charge of the clothing treasures, and the ambassador between him and the people, the tasks
that he carried out in his capacity as the stewsard of the treasury allowed bim to ocoupy a prominent place
in the country, Sirat Jowther, p. 7 Al-Zirakll, vol. 2, pp 144-145; Al-Dashrawd, The Fatimid Caliphate in
Marocen, 448,

1« A nelghborhood attributed to a group that was lddnapped by people attribited to Joudar, servani of
the Mahdi. They took it and inhabited it when he bullt the essence of Catro, then the Jews inhabited i,
bl the Fatimid ruler hoard that they were jgatheving in their free time to mock Musdims and the religion
o Il s b closed v doors on them and barmed them at night. Al-Magrizl, Al-Ehattat, vol. 3, p, % Abu
Al-Mahasin, Al-Nujpoom Al-dahira, vol. 4, p. 51; Al-Qalgashandl. Subh Al-A'sha, val. 3, p, 402; 1hn Abdul-
Zahir, Al-Rawsdah Al-Bahiyya, pp. 5455

A AL b, AL Tam, vl T, po 290; Omar Kahbaleh, Dictionary of Authors, vol. 13, p. 11
5+ Al-Qalganhandi, Subh Al-A'sha, vol. 3, p. 563

s = Majid, Favimbd syarema and deawingd in Egypt vol. 1/p 104,

T o Shislabil, Wisory of Istamic Civilization and Idamic Thought, p 9L

00 Wiwtniab 10 0m a fots wehomie odgghn b robighones, a8 w matier of eojoining what b rgght if ie s apparent tt it
in abandoned, and lorbidding what (s wrong (7 it s apparent that (0 has been done, and il that s the case,
one of the conditions for the ruler of the Hisbah is that be be free and just, with an opinion, strictness, and
severity in relighon, and kmowledge of apparent evils, and it means monitoring the markets. . Al Mawardi,
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Al-Ahlam Al-Sultniyya, pp, 360350 Al-Quigashandi, Subh al-A'sha, val. 4, p, 200; Majid, Fatimil systems
and drawings in Egypt: vol. 1, pp. 161162

9 Al-Ahvbas: (Endowmenta ) He is the one who specialisen in looking into the affairs of public and private
privons and supervising their yield in legal sspecta Only Muslim notables who are certifiod witnesses
serve thore., It currently corresponds to the Diwan of Endowments, Al-Qalgashandi Subb Al-A'sha, vol, 3 /
i S6T. Atiyah, Systema of Governanie tn an Bra The Fatimilds, p. 215

10 - Sultan, Social Life in the Fatimid Era, p. B2AM shargl, the role of sdministrative and military slaves in
Fatimid Egypt.p 59%.

11 - Al-Zirakdl, Allam, vol, 7, g 294, Riography of Jawther, introduction to Investigation, 4,
12« Omar Kahhala, Dictionary of Authors, vol T3 po 1L

11 - Muhammaid, The Moagues of Egypt and Its Righteous Saints: Part 2, p. 91
14 - Bipgraphy of Professor jawther, Introduction W the nvestigator, p. 11
15 Blography of Professor fawther, p, 42

16 - Biography of Professar Jawther, pp. 5960,

17 - Blography of Professor |awther, p. 61,

18 « Blography of Professor jawther, p. T2

19+ Biography of Professor Juwther, pp. 72-74.

20 - Biography of Professor Jawther, p. 74,

21 - Biography of Professor Jawther, p. 136,

22 - Blogruphy ol Professor jawther, pp. 74-76.

23 - Biography of Professor Jawther, pp. 92, 97; 104, 106, 111-112

24 - Mipgraphy of Professor Jawther, pp. 97-94.

25 - Tripall: Tripal is said to be the first to build it and it is alse called the ciiy of Ayas. It s surrounded by
& majestic rock wall, and |t & on the seashore. It has extensive markots and a masque. It has many
settlemitits where the righteous take shelter, and it is abundant in fruits and good things. Yagut al-
Hamawd, tHotionary of Countries, vol. 4, p. 25

26 - Biagraphy of Professor Jawther, pp. 118-119,

27-Al darwish and Husaynlbin Hammad Al-Sinhajl Died{628AH/1230AD)His resources and methodiogy
in his book Akhbar Muluk Bani Ubayd and their biographies p402.

28 - At Yazid Mukhlid bin Kidad al-Barbari, the Zanati, from the [badi tribe of Yafran, He set out in Africa
in the yoir 333 AH/944 AD, and his sirength hecame stronger and his followers increased. There wire
incidents and wars between him and the armies of the Fatimid Caliph al-Qa'm, and he was killed until he
defoatod moat of Africa, and he was besiegei by Abu al-Qasim al-Qadm, God was i Mahdia antil he died
there. Then Caliph Al-Minsur assumed the responsibility of getting rid of him alter the death of bis Gather.
Battles ok place between the two parties, and theee were many wars between them, and the armies
dispersed from Abu Yazid and besieged him, until Abu Yazid was killed in Mubharram in the year 336, It
wis mentioned that the number of people killed In thoss wars thers wers about four undred thousand,
See: Al-Masoudl, Al-Tanbih wa Al-Ashral 209, Al-Magrizl, 1Vax al-Wanafa, vol. 1, p. 75 ot seq,, Al-Zirkall, Al-
Alam, vol. 7, o 194, Al-Dashrawl, The Fatimid Caliphate in Moroccn 245 et seq. 0

29 Miography of Professor [awther, p. 50,
10 - Biography of Professor Jawther, pp. 50-51.
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31 - Biography of Professor Jawther, p. 37

32- Biography of Professor Jawther, pp. 48-49
33- Blography of Professor lawther, pp. 54-55,
34 - Blography of Professor Jawther, pp. 55-60.
35 -Blography of Professor Jawther, pp. 76-84,
36 - Blography of Professor Jawther, p. 40,

37 - Blography of Professor Jawther, p, 91; 93,
38 - Blography of Professor Jawther, p. 43,

39- Surah Al-Bagarah / Verse 286.

40 - Biography of Professor Jawther, p. 47,
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