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British reaction after the Soviet occupation of Afghanistan
December 1979 - June 1980
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Department of History
Abstract:

The Soviet occupation of Afghanistan in December 1979 sparked widespread
international reactions, and the British reaction to the occupation was to narrow
the scope of its economic and technological cooperation with the Soviet Union,
and to maintain the cohesion of the West in the face of Soviet threats to prevent
Soviet expansion in other places. In June 1980, the British government agreed to

what was stated in the recommendations of the British planning team regarding
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the new approach to managing relations between the East and the West and the
best ways to deal with the Soviets regarding Afghanistan.
Keywords: (Soviet occupation of Afghanistan, Soviet threats).
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(**) Mr Lankester (No. 10) to Mr Lever, 28 December 1979 Secret (FCO 37/2135,
FSA 020/9), Cited in: DBPO, Series Il , Volume VIIl, No.4 ,P. 9
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Tel. No. 800 Immediate, Confidential (FCO 37/2135, FSA 020/9). Cited in :
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(*°) Sir N. Henderson (Washington) to Lord Carrington, 29 December 1979,12.56
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Tel. No. 4395 Immediate, Confidential (FCO 37/2135, FSA 020/9) . Cited in :
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Ouf) uaie A 3500 a2 dee Gl alig ¢ (N AVY — VAT ) saall Sa g foall ol alls a2 &y (7Y
ol G - Ol all Al byl saall @l A ¢ (VAT - vaeY ) sadll ¢l 5l
S a2 s aalis (& seadl ) G ¢ Cpdlite Gaend ) el 3550 VATV Gle g - adY) L) jienl)
ALl s a5l a2 Gl o150 atty deas . JalS I sabis (Gl ) by el ) Jads
glin V15 ) Ll gl IYA e VAVY Gsai VY 3 Ly i el clin (50 (e 5 Sme Ml
Gely elaia) g byl ~3adl 43 glaa (Slg ¢ Slall aSall las 2 gly aua g ¢ iy g | Al AalaBy)
i 4 jle 3l aadll i1 e el s al jienll Gl s aldl ae saadll DAY Cuay Jally
Gl A8 YAVA Glui YV A ¢ a9y aSal da aiia g Chag ddsha da i sale b @ all Gl L A 2 a2

AR KR



aveeo— a¥ e Ald. Glawd [ (Y) 23 [ (1) daall /(1) Al Al sicsal) cludal) ddaa

bl Cadl) el alall o Sl 81 5502 s maal g ¢ 4dlile (e ol ae 350y a2 alac) s dal L
G 2ial L panddl A Bl el liuiladl 4 seand o)yl Gy sl Galaall Lusy JladY)
: ki e Y

https://www.daralhikma.org/index.php

(**) Record of a meeting held in the FCO, 31 December 1979,10 a.m.
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(*°) Minute from Lord Carrington to Mrs. Thatcher, 2 January 1980 PM/80/1
Secret (FCO 377 2240, FSA 020/1) . Cited in : DBPO, Series Il , Volume VIII ,
No. 15 ., PP. 33-34
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Lunkov) at No. 10 Downing Street, 3 January 1980,3 p.m. Confidential (FCO
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(*°) Record of a meeting between Mrs. Thatcher and the Soviet Ambassador (Mr
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