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Iranian-Indian Relations 1950-1971:
A Political and Historical Study
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Abstract:

Several essential factors contributed to establishing and maintaining balanced
political, economic, and diplomatic relations between Iran and India. The two countries
grew closer through numerous bilateral agreements. When India gained independence in
1947, a new situation emerged in the Indian subcontinent, with its effects spreading to
parts of West Asia, including Iran.

Iranian-Indian relations experienced periods of tension and development depending
on internal and external circumstances; however, they remained largely stable. Notable
aspects of these relations included trade, navigation, and import-export agreements,
which positively impacted their sustained cooperation despite political differences over
Pakistan. India recognized the importance of convincing Iran of the need to maintain
their bilateral relationship, emphasizing that traditional friendship should not be
hindered by any obstacles. This realization led to diplomatic exchanges and official
visits, including presidential meetings.

External factors also played a role in strengthening ties, such as Iran’s support for
India during the 1962 Sino-Indian War, where Iran openly backed India. Furthermore,
education fostered a mutual understanding and internal awareness in both nations,
highlighting the importance of economic development and mutual cooperation. This
understanding emphasized economic integration and paved the way for robust Iranian-
Indian relations focused on mutual development and true partnership.
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