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Summary

The field of Interleukin-17 (IL-17) biology has received more attention during the last decade
for evaluating the role of this cytokine to enhance the host defence against microbial infec-
tions. IL-17 is essential in controlling microbial colonization through the expeditious innate
immune response to pathogens which involves the recruitment of neutrophils and the induc-
tion of antimicrobial peptides. IL-17 is synthesized by cell populations predominantly present
within epithelial barriers, including specific subsets of Th17 cells and innate lymphoid cells. In
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