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Money and the media, or propaganda, are among the most potent tools that
are utilized to attain personal interests and objectives and to reach worldly ambi-
tions and goals. Consequently, Mu‘awiyah bin Abi Sufyan employed his preferred
weapon, money, to purchase the loyalty of weak souls and their religion to achieve
his ambitions and worldly objectives. He sought to reach the pinnacle of power,
and at times he exploited money to recruit supporters, while at other times he did
it to eliminate his enemies and political opponents. The foundation of this policy,
which Mu‘awiyah adopted, was entirely dependent on money to defeat his adver-
saries after the Battle of Siffin in 37 AH. Therefore, he resorted to fighting Imam
Ali (peace be upon him) without any limitations or constraints. Instead, he relied
on money to purchase cheap loyalties, as he stated, ‘By Allah, | will utilize money
to gain the trust of Ali’s followers, and | will distribute wealth among them until
my worldly possessions surpass their hereafter. Mu‘awiyah followed the same
approach when confronting Imam Hassan (peace be upon him). He discovered
that using money to gain support was a fruitful strategy. Therefore, he excelled in
providing financial incentives and making efforts to defeat nobles, leaders, tribal
chiefs, and influential figures. Money had a direct impact on the camp of Imam
Al-Mujtaba (peace be upon him), resulting in a loss of control by the Imam, espe-
cially after the betrayal of his army commanders. The most glaring example of this
betrayal is the treachery of his chief commander, Ubaydullah ibn Sa’ad. Thus, we
see that Mu‘awiyah adhered to the saying, ‘Generosity takes the place of justice.

As for the second influential factor or tool employed by Muawiyah ibn Abi
Sufyan, it was propaganda or media. He used it as an attempt to affect people’s
thoughts and deceive them, to dominate their minds and conceal the truth about
his affairs. The first propaganda act carried out by Muawiyah was raising the shirt
of Uthman and the fingers of his wife, Na’ilah, above his pulpit at times, and at
other times wearing it to stir the emotions of the people of Sham and to instill in
them the fervor to confront the army of Imam Ali (peace be upon him).

When the caliphate devolved to Imam Hassan al-Mujtaba (peace be upon him),
Mu’awiyah resorted to this policy, in which he was a brilliant and unique expert. He
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began sending his spies and informants into the camp of Imam Hassan (peace be
upon him) to spread rumors and sow doubt within the ranks of the Imam’s army.
The best witness to this is when Mu’awiyah directed his arrows by spreading a ru-
mor that Qays ibn Sa’d ibn ‘Ubadah had made peace with Mu’awiyah. This rumor
spread widely and had a significant impact within the camp. It is noticeable that
the Imam’s (peace be upon him) army interacted with this rumor without ques-
tioning its veracity. Thus, it can be said that Mu‘awiyah ibn Abi Sufyan was adept
at using money and propaganda to confront Imam Hassan (peace be upon him), as
he had previously employed these tactics against the Commander of the Faithful,

Ali ibn Abi Talib (peace be upon him).
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