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Abstract

The bread revolution in Tunisia in late December 1983 and January 1984 was
not a simple accident. nor a quickly forgotten event. Rather. it was more like an
earthquake that shook the fragile structure of Tunisian society with all its foun-
dations and floors. The issue of raising the prices of bread and grain derivatives
was nothing but the direct motive that moved the masses. This is an indication of
the occurrence of severe crises that the country cannot bear and could have been
avoided. especially since the bread uprising is the third violent shock to shake the
foundations of Tunisian society within 6 years. If this indicates political conflicts
that have greatly affected economic development.

The economic and social crises in Tunisia in the early eighties constituted a
starting point towards a gradual deterioration of the political. economic and social
situation. These crises are among the most prominent developments recorded in
the eighties of the last century. and the deterioration of the general conditions
of many segments of Tunisian society was the direct cause of the revolution that
affected most of the country. Tunisian. and the crisis almost destroyed the rule of
Prime Minister Mohamed Mazali. especially after he was condemned by the Tuni-
sian people as being the main reason for raising the prices of bread and grain de-
rivatives. had Bourguiba not backed down from the decision to raise the price of a
loaf of bread. Therefore. it is clear that the crisis is nothing but a legitimate popu-
lar reaction. and an indication that there is a political. economic and social crisis.
which required a real amendment to the structure of the political system in Tuni-
sia« and demonstrated that betting on democratic politics and openness alone.
which Prime Minister Mohamed Mazali followed. is not enough. Democracy still
needs real economic development to support it so that there can be integrated
development. Here the research problem is raised: which is Mohamed Ma:ali’s

ability to control events. Especially since there are many doubts that the events




were a conspiracy to trap him. Accordingly. the research will address the causes of
the revolution by presenting the economic and social conditions. a presentation
on the compensation fund. the outbreak of the revolution. and Mazali’s rolein it.
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