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Developing the Iraqi environmental legislation to counter climate changes and
decrease fresh water
Prof. Dr. Hassan Khaleel H. Al-Mahmood
Department of Sedimentology / Marine Sciences Centre- Basra- Iraq
Abstract:

Global environmental legislation varies in its interest in organizing the use of natural
resources, foremost of which i1s water, according to the cognitive capabilities and
strategies used in water management and supervision, according to the level of wealth or
scarcity and the economic importance of that wealth locally and globally.

Iraq 1s one of the oldest countries that have provided legal rules that organized dealing
with the resources of nature, the vital systems surrounding the land and water, how to
preserve and preserve them, and to increase the sanctions on their misuse, and that was at
the hands of the Sumerians, the Akkadians and the Babylonians as an extension of the
Islamic civilization.

During the present time, the laws that govern the exploitation of the water resource in
the world and control industrial, agricultural and service investments to ensure a fair

oy



distribution within the entity of the same country, and recent concepts of central dealing
with environmental and water issues and methods of their tools such as environmental
governance and water governance are also emerged to apply legislative controls for
countries 1n the field of countries Water wealth 1n order to take care of laws and achieve
sustainable development goals of natural resources exposed to the risks of natural
changes and misuse of human use.
In light of the deepening conditions of drought, climate changes and population explosion
in Iraq due to the growth rate of 2.4% from the one hand, the decrease in the water
supplies, especially from the Euphrates River, the approach of dependence completely on
the Tigris River, on which approximately 12 Iraqi governorates depend on, and the
presence of a shortage m Water 1s a continuous deterioration in its quality, weak
environmental sanitation, liquid conversion treatments and civil and industrial drainage
flows. Reviewing modern Iraqi constitutional legislation reflects a significant shortage in
facing these escalating challenges, and this requires the necessity of updating and
activating the detailed constitutional materials related to facing the challenges of climate
changes and water shortages, and there The necessity of adopting the Iraqi constitution to
consider the claims and 1ssues of water and abuses on water quotas and water supply
lines, to be linked to the highest authority in the state and issue binding orders to
eliminate the phenomenon of transcending the water environment, especially the
provinces affected by the scarcity of water and its pollution in the cities of Iraq.
Keywords: Iraqi environmental legislation - Iraq environment - water divide
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