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Abstract

Irag bas a vast aquatic landecape of the Tigns and Bophroies rivers basin; Shait al-Armab river
i foomeed ot the confluence of these rivers, which flows inoe the Arabian Gall. Several squatic
kbahitais, incleding vasi salt marshes, nvedflaiz, and sensonsl shallow lakes, ore also found on
the banks of ®e two nvers. The variety of these habitms would temge many species of
shorehirds to visit their diverse hohitots during migration. This stedy aims so provide sufficient
information to ensble a complete understandisg of the status end habitts of shorebirds in Irag.
The owrent study included 46 species pecorded im Irag the visit differemt woter bodies. These
birds belong o six families that heve: Haematapodidas |one species), Charadribdae (13
species ). Revurviresirides |Twoe specis), Scelopacides (23 species), Dromadidse (one
species ), ond Glareslidas (Two species). On the other hand, among these species, there were
mine species broading, seven spocies resident, and 39 spevics distribed beiwesn o winier
Visilor, swmEner visitor, ond passege migraml. The swdy concleded thst ten species of
shorchinds are i iodervation priofities in Irag. They are red-lisied by the [UCH HRed
Lismt, of which reo species are Crtically Endangered (CR), ond eight species are Near
Thremiened (MT)

Introduciisn
Mesopoinmion squatic hebitas of lrag
conssted of vast marshes, rivers, and lokes
that represent the most important habios

for bind migrstion soes  throughout
Westem Asin highlighting  thew

Bollusce, cresaceans, woms, insects, emnd
other small syosi: orgenims (Mopeake
end Aycock, 2003).

Shorebirds live, breed, ond feed along
shordines, such os ocesn beackes esiuarnes.
sali  marshes, freshwater  lakes, and

imponmance & o Major winkering
resting area for migratory shorebieds | Soon
and Evans, 1994 ). This soue belongs o the
Wi Axis - Fast Africa flywey, one of the
eight global romies of dhorebind migrmion
(| Boere ond Soroud, 20608).

Shorebirds  occupy  wetland,  coasial
hahitais, linoral banks, ond mudflas. They
wider ishallow waters w sespch for prev on
or in sediments | Plersme, 300%; Both e afl,
00 Pierseoa, 2007 and are often refermed
o as long-leggedbirds. Their long beaks
crighl: them 1o woede inside muddy and
sandy sedineenis sesrching for prey such as

wetlands. They depend on these habiints o
seferd  mests, reise young, amd  feed,
especially in imertidal aress (Gochfield,
1984y Maost of these birds congregamie in
spproprisgte flocks and are ofien seen in
mixed flocks of seversd species (Colwell,
2MHIL The rate of laying eges for these
birds ranges from ¥ 1o 4 cggs per breeding
senson, and the nests are usually open and
unprodecied, comsisting of scraps in the sand
{Picrsma. 23}, Chicks mre from the
precocial  mest.  as  their  bodies  are
completely coverad with fluff, snd their
eyes are open and capable. They are on the




