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Pragmatics from language to literary analysis: The

novel «Frankenstein in Baghdad» as a model

Prof. Dr. Dhafer Kadhim
University of Basra

College of Education for women Department of Arabic Language

Abstract:

Pragmatics is a broad field of research related to speech
contexts, communication theories, and language study in light
of its relationship with speakers. It includes several theories
and ideas that may sometimes reach the point of contradiction
under its framework. Nevertheless, several issues remain of
central importance in any pragmatic research work, even if
its other perceptions differ, from that focus on studying what
is related to speech acts, studying the changing meanings of
words by changing contexts, and studying the meaning of what
is said in light of knowing how it is said? How does a person
say a word or sentence and mean by it a meaning other than

what he says? How does one mean much more than what he
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says literally?...Etc. of issues closely related to all forms of
communication, including those related to literary, artistic texts
known to have multiple faces and connotations, elusive meaning,
and manipulation of different expressions. In this research, we
will devote the previous pragmatic issues in analyzing one of
the most famous contemporary Iraqi novels, which is the novel
(Frankenstein in Baghdad) by the author (Ahmed Saadawi),
which won the Booker Prize in 2014 due to the importance of
this novel in highlighting many details of contemporary Iraqi
reality on the political level, as well as society after the events

of 2003.

Keywords: pragmatics - linguistics - Frankenstein’s novel
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