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Componential analysis to John Steinbeck’s Of 
Mice and Men’s Characterization:

 A Semantico- Stylistic Study

Abstract

John Steinbeck, who was 
mostly read and respected for 
his works during the Great 
Depression, was highly 
regarded for his expansive 
view of mankind. Steinbeck 
succeeds in maintaining 
people’s faith in humanity 
despite destruction and 
gloom. In the present study, 
Steinbeck’s humanistic 
interest in Of Mice and 
Men’s characterization will 
be examined. The dream 
of a paradise future and the 
pursuit of genuine human 
connections are highlighted 
in the conclusion section 
as noble ideals to pursue. 
Equality, benevolence, and 

fraternity are forever the 
sublime human spirit calling 
people to return, even if they 
are temporarily lost their 
direction. Componential 
analysis of meaning, which 
reduces a word’s meaning to 
its most basic distinguishing 
elements, is a helpful method 
in the study of meaning of 
characterization in Of Mice 
and Men, especially when 
identifying the meaning of 
a lexeme. Componential 
analysis is still employed 
in contemporary linguistics 
despite certain challenges 
and limits in its usage. 
Due to the fact that small 
components are not visible 
at the surface level, the 
application of componential 

By :Assist. Prof. Fatima Hussein Aziz
Dept. of Translation

College of Arts- University of Basrah
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analysis to English literary 
texts- Of Mice and Men for 
example- creates a lexical 
interaction based on semantic 
relationships between words 
at the deep level. Thus, the 
meaning contained in the 
surface-level components 
may be obtained through their 
interactions. Establishing 
semantic relationships 
between words allows for 
the componential analysis 
to explore the deep surface 
structure of words.  

Key Words:

 Semantics, Stylistics, 
Of Mice and Men, 
Componential Analysis, The 
Great Depression, American 
Dream

تحليل المكوّنات لتوصيف الشخصيات 
في رواية جون شتاينبك الفئران 

والرجال : دراسة أسلوبية- دلالية 

الملخص
كان ولا يــزال جــون شــتاينبك أحــد اكثــر 
الذيــن  ومــن  لأعمالــه  قــراءةَ  الروائييــن 
يحظــون باحتــرام كبيــر خاصــة اثنــاء فترة 
الكســاد الكبيــر. يحظــى شــتاينبك بتقديــر 
كبيــر بســبب نظرتــه الانســانية للبشــرية 

النــاس  حــث  فــي  نجــح  حيــث  جمعــاء 
بالانســانية  بايمانهــم  الاحتفــاظ  علــى 
رغــم الدمــار والكآبــة التــي يمــرون بهــا. 
تتنــاول الدراســة الحاليــة اهتمــام شــتاينبك 
بالانســان  فــي روايتــه الفئــران والرجــال 
حلــم  علــى  الضــوء  تســليط  يتــم  حيــث 
الفــردوس- الحلــم الامريكــي-   مســتقبل 
حقيقيــة  إنســانية  روابــط  وراء  والســعي 
تدعــو   . متابعتهــا  يجــب  نبيلــة  ومُثــل 
رواية الفئران والرجال الناس الى العودة 
متمثلــة  الســامية  البشــرية  الــروح  لــى 
بالمســاواة والإحســان والإخــاء الــى الأبــد 
حتــى وان فقــدوا اتجاههــم مؤقتــا.  يُعــد 
تحليــل مكونــات المعنــى ، الــذي يحلــل 
المميــزة  عناصرهــا  إلــى  الكلمــة  معنــى 
الأساسية  طريقة مفيدة في دراسة معنى 
التوصيــف فــي » الفئــران والرجــال« ، 
خاصــة عنــد تحديــد معنــى المعجــم. لا 
فــي  مســتخدمًا  المكونــات  تحليــل  يــزال 
علــم اللغــة المعاصــر علــى الرغــم مــن 
بعــض التحديــات والقيــود في اســتخدامه. 
الصغيــرة  المكونــات  أن  لحقيقــة  نظــرًا 
 ، الســطح  مســتوى  علــى  مرئيــة  غيــر 
علــى  المكونــات  تحليــل  تطبيــق  فــإن 
النصــوص الأدبيــة الإنجليزيــة - الفئــران 
المثــال - يخلــق  والرجــال علــى ســبيل 
تفاعــاً معجميًــا يعتمــد علــى العلاقــات 
المســتوى  علــى  الكلمــات  بيــن  الدلاليــة 
الحصــول  يمكــن   ، وبالتالــي  العميــق. 
المكونــات  فــي  الموجــود  المعنــى  علــى 
الســطحية مــن خــال تفاعلاتهــا. يســمح 
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إنشــاء العلاقــات الدلاليــة بيــن الكلمــات 
بنيــة  لاستكشــاف  المكونــات  بتحليــل 

للكلمــات.                                                                                                                         العميقــة  الســطح 
الكلمــات المفتاحيــة: علــم الدلالــة ، علــم 
تحليــل  الفئــران والرجــال ،   ، الأســلوب 
الحلــم  العظيــم,  الكســاد   ، المكونــات 

الأمريكــي

1.	 Introduction 

In the America 1930s, 
John Steinbeck (1902–
1968) was a notable social 
realism author. When it was 
published in 1937, Of Mice 
and Men ( OMM), one of 
his three potent books from 
the late 1930s that focused 
on the California working 
class—the other two being 
In Dubious Battle (1936) 
and The Grapes of Wrath—
became a big seller (1939). 
Following the 1929 Wall 
Street Crash, all three were 
placed in the context of the 
Great Depression (Ditsky, 
2000, p. 28). Depression, 
the literary meaning of the 
economic crisis, was exactly 
the attitude of the 1930s. 
Many western nations 
had entered the modern 
industrialization stage by 

the 1930s. Urbanization 
and secularization have 
started to undermine 
prevailing conventional 
values. Particularly in light 
of Darwinism’s influence, 
religion was no longer at the 
core of human beliefs, and 
the world descended into a 
moral and ethical wasteland. 
The interference of frigid 
machinery, the misery of 
simple living, and the lack of 
spiritual sustenance separated 
humanity. It was dominated 
by a feeling of detachment 
(Loftis, 1990, p. 46). 

      During the Great Depression, 
tenants who lost their land 
and homes were forced to 
leave their hometowns and 
become migrant workers, 
living off of temporary jobs 
and moving from ranch to 
ranch while being subjected 
to the arbitrary theft and 
exploitation of industrial 
capitalists and their agents 
banks. Life in the depressing 
thirties turned into a nightmare 
of misery and a violent battle 
for existence. All they want 
was a piece  of land that was 
theirs, where they could plant 
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some crops and vegetables, 
rear chickens and other 
livestock to support their way 
of life, and construct a home 
to remain warm during the 
winter. This is the setting of 
OMM, (Meng & Liu, 2018, 
p.39 ). The protagonists of 
Steinbeck’s stories are not 
wealthy individuals leading 
opulent and colourful 
lifestyles, but rather the 
impoverished, unemployed, 
migrant labourers, fisherman, 
farmers, and even forgotten 
Americans. However, each of 
these folks has a compelling 
tale to share, one that is both 
love- and pain-filled. His tales 
reveal not just the struggles of 
the poor people, but also the 
lives of the poor who attempt 
to live along the wonderful 
boom days of California and 
Mexico’s coasts, (Karimova, 
2018).

The popularity of the 
novella OMM and its 
distinctive structure highlight 
Steinbeck’s excellent writing 
abilities. The contrast 
between the characters’ 
fixation with their land-based 
dreams and the harsh reality 

is artistically conveyed 
by Steinbeck with keen 
insight. Small catastrophes 
and seemingly unimportant 
incidents forewarn the 
readers of impending greater 
catastrophes, much as 
ominous clouds warn us of 
impending thunderstorms. 
Additionally, OMM covers 
a number of topics that 
are related to loneliness, 
individuals looking for 
happiness, such as racism, 
gender, friendship, dreams, 
ageism and other types of 
prejudice, (The DBQ Project, 
2013, p. 95).

Literary texts have a unique 
style of compositionality that 
extends words’ connotations, 
creating an intriguing yet 
challenging structure. 
Literary critics, whose 
understanding of literature 
offers a priori competence 
that is distinct from linguistic 
competence, are the ones 
who came up with the term 
for this activity- Stylistics. 
However, literary language 
may be defined inside 
linguistic analysis since it 
has more systematic features 
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than literary analysis. As a 
result of the openness of the 
literary text, which may not 
be able to be defined under 
rigid rules like the ordinary 
language, understanding 
literature requires a model 
that adopts a certain degree of 
generality but is not strictly 
scientific. As most theories 
of literary meaning follow 
logical inference and arrive at 
meaning through procedures 
of semantic analysis that 
place the utterance at the 
centre of attention, they 
provide a strong foundation 
for analyzing and interpreting 
this sort of meaning, ( 
Belfarhi, 2013, p. 289).

2.	 Defining Meaning 

Finegan (2004: 181–182) 
makes a distinction between 
three different kinds of 
meaning: linguistic, social, 
and affective meaning. 
Both sense and reference 
are included in linguistic 
meaning. One approach 
to describe meaning is to 
suggest that it refers to the 
specific individual, thing, 
idea, occasion, or situation to 
which the phrase or sentence 

is referring. Although 
referential meaning is 
the simplest to identify, it 
does not fully explain how 
certain sentences mean what 
they imply. One reason is 
because not every expression 
has a referent. We rely on 
social meaning when we 
infer certain social traits of 
speakers and circumstances 
from the nature of the 
language being employed. 
Words and utterances 
can have an emotional 
connotation, which is known 
as an affective meaning. 

   Crystal (1987, p. 104) explains 
that a word or a lexeme 
displays a sophisticated 
semantic structure. The tiny 
meaning units that make up 
a lexeme are put together 
in various ways to create 
distinct lexemes. A lexeme’s 
meaning is a complex 
structure where the many 
components of the meaning 
have clear relationships 
to one another. Not every 
semantic component of a 
word is equally significant. 
All the others, which may 
be more or less significant 
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for the meaning of a lexeme, 
are organized around the 
dominating semantic element 
(or elements), which might be 
one or more of them (Lyons 
J, 1995, p.  108 and Leech, 
1983, p.  89).

    Semantic elements of a 
lexeme can be examined and 
characterized in terms of how 
they influence various lexical 
relationships, grammatical 
constructions, and syntactic 
operations. A system of 
meanings is used to represent 
the semantic structure of a 
lexeme. The set a lexeme 
belongs to and how it varies 
from other members of that 
set might help us define it to 
some extent. These include 
sports (tennis, badminton, 
soccer, golf, basketball, etc.), 
colours (red, blue, yellow, 
green, pink), and creative 
writing (novel, poetry, short 
story, essay, biography, etc.), 
(Widyastuti, 2010, p. 2).

   Lexemes can be categorized 
in accordance with common 
and distinctive qualities, 
says semantic field theory 
(also known as semantic 
domain theory). Here are 

further instances. Wasp, 
hornet, bee, and other words 
refer to “flying, stinging 
insects”; moth, housefly, and 
other words refer to “flying, 
but not stinging insects”; 
while ant and termite are 
names of insects that neither 
fly nor sting. The set’s 
members are connected to 
one another according to the 
semantic traits, which may 
also be used to distinguish 
one member from another. 
Componential analysis is the 
process of identifying these 
traits (Kreidler, 2002, p.  87 
and Wardhaugh, 1977, p. 
163). In present study, only 
componential analysis of 
meaning is covered.

3.	 Meaning’s Com-
ponents 

    According to Palmer (1976, 
p. 85), the several separate 
meaning components or 
aspects may be used to analyze 
the overall meaning of a 
word. In order to differentiate 
between the meanings of 
lexemes in the same semantic 
domain, or, more precisely, 
to distinguish between the 
meanings of lexemes that are 
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semantically connected to one 
another, components have a 
differentiating role. Finding 
contrast is necessary to 
ascertain any form’s meaning 
since there is no meaning 
other than stark contrast. 
Nida (1975, p. 31) vouches 
that, if the entire cosmos 
was blue, there would be no 
blueness because there would 
be nothing to contrast with 
blue. For word meanings, 
the same holds true. They 
are only meaningful when 
compared to other words that 
oppose them in some ways 
while also sharing some of 
their characteristics.

   The sorts of components 
are divided into two primary 
categories: Common 
Component and Diagnostic or 
Distinguishing Component, 
according to Jackson in 
“Words and Their Meaning” 
(1996, p. 83) and Nida’s 
“Componential Analysis of 
Meaning” (1975, p. 32):

a. Common Component

All lexemes belonging to the 
same semantic or lexical area 
have this essential element.

b. Diagnostic or 
Distinguishing Component.

    They serve to set the 
meaning apart from other 
meanings belonging to the 
same domain. The terms 
“man,” “woman,” and “child” 
give a very basic example to 
illustrate these two sorts. The 
English terms for “man,” 
“woman,” “boy,” and “girl,” 
as well as other words that 
are similar, serve as a fairly 
straightforward illustration to 
illustrate these two categories 
(Leech, 1976, p. 96). The 
relationships between these 
terms may be modelled by 
the following matrix, which 
all pertain to the semantic 
field of “human race.”
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Components Man Woman Boy Girl Dove Flower Knight Hen Widow

human + + + + - - + - +
adult + + - - + + + + +
Male + - + - - - + - -
Animal - - - - +- - - + -
Female - + - + + + - + +

Table No. ( 1 ):  The Common and diagnostic parts of the 
some words  

(Human) is the common 
component in the semantic 
domain of man, woman, 
boy, and girl, whereas 
(Adult), (Female), (Animal) 
and (female) serve as the 
diagnostic components that 
set them apart.  

3.1.	 Contributions to 
Meaning Studies 

   The description of lexeme 
meanings can be improved 
by the use of componential 
analysis (Jackson, 2009, p. 
91-92). Here are a few of the 
contributions:

i.	 Synony-
mous & Its 
Degrees 

    True synonyms have 
the same set of semantic 
components.  Adult and 
grown-up, for instance, 
share the same components 

(+Human) (+Adult). When 
two lexemes share some 
semantic components but 
not all of them, this is known 
as looser synonymy. For 
instance, barn and shed are 
more ambiguous synonyms. 
They both share the 
components “Building” and 
“Storage,” but the barn also 
has the elements “Farm” and 
“For Cereals,” while the shed 
also includes the components 
“House,” (Widyastuti, 2010, 
p. 11).

ii.	 Antonym

  The majority of the time, 
an antonym pair will share 
all of their components, with 
the exception of one. For 
example, man and woman 
both have the constituents 
(+Concrete), (+Animate), 
and (+Human), but (Male) 
contrasts them. 
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iii.	 Sense re-
lation of 
hyponymy

     The relationship of 
meaning inclusion, such as 
the inclusion of the meaning 
of rat in the meaning of the 
word “Rodent,” is referred to 
as hyponymy.

iv.	 Aiding the 
translation 
process and 
ensuring ac-
curacy

Componential Analysis 
identifies the key meaning 
characteristics of lexical 
units, which is highly 
helpful during the process of 
translation (Nida, 1975, p. 7).

3.2.	 Componential Analy-
sis of Meaning: Defi-
nition and History

  Componential analysis 
(CA) is predicated on the 
idea that a word’s meaning 
is made up of semantic 
components. Therefore, 
on a semantic level, the 
fundamental components that 
make up meaning are called 
elementary units. The lowest 

indivisible units of lexis 
or minimum components 
can be determined using 
componential analysis 
(Aitchison, 2003, p. 92).

   CA is especially useful 
for separating the meanings 
of lexemes that belong to 
the same semantic domain 
or are semantically related. 
It is frequently viewed as a 
process of reducing a word’s 
meaning to its most basic 
distinguishing characteristics, 
or into components that stand 
in opposition to one another. 
When a word’s meaning is 
described using organized sets 
of semantic characteristics, 
the features are classified 
as “present,” “missing,” or 
“indifferent with respect to 
feature.” Binary rules are 
used to indicate whether 
a characteristic is present 
or absent. The sign “+” 
denotes the presence of a 
feature, whereas “-” denotes 
its absence (Saeed, 2009, p. 
260).

  CA is a technique common 
to structural semantics that 
examines the meaning of 
a word’s structure. Thus, 
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it displays the culturally 
significant characteristics 
used by language users to 
discriminate between various 
terms in the field. This is 
a very helpful method for 
learning a new language 
and comprehending a 
particular semantic area of 
an ethnography, (Widyastuti, 
2010, p. 6). In addition, 
according to Leech (1976, p. 
98), componential analysis, 
as a distinctive approach, 
initially originated in 
anthropological linguistics as 
a means of examining links 
between kinship words, but it 
has since proven its value in 
many domains of meaning.

    Finding and arranging 
the semantic components 
of the words is the goal 
of componential analysis. 
According to this perspective, 
the word “woman” would be 
analyzed as having a complex 
of (Female), (Adult), 
(Human). The realization of 
words in literary texts occurs 
internally, deliberately, and 
after careful consideration. 
The writer infers from words 
to give them a new meaning 

that is frequently distinct 
from the conventional one 
but keeps relevance and 
worth. The words themselves 
are not innovative, but their 
lexico-semantic interaction 
is since it is imaginative 
and lacks obvious referents 
in the text. Although their 
lexical association may 
deny it, words interact in 
such a way that one word’s 
meaning is attributed to or 
corresponds with another 
word. Different lexical units 
may have components that 
relate to other lexical units 
in a language differently. 
It indicates that the order 
of attribution cannot be 
determined by looking at the 
lexical unit alone, but rather 
by looking at the attribution 
of other words’ constituent 
parts that appear in the same 
textual unit, ( Belfarhi, 2013, 
p.294).

     The idea of semantic 
components states that there 
are positive (marked) and 
negative (unmarked) values 
for semantic characteristics. 
If we use the words women 
and flower as an example, 
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we can’t appear to connect 
their meanings since lexical 
semantics assigns the 
meaning (+female) to women 
and (-human) to flower. These 
two words could also mean 
(affection), (beauty), (care), 
(love), (protection) to women 
and (beauty, (love), (smell) to 
flowers, among other things. 
(Love) and are the recurring 
values in both situations 
(beauty). Instead of (+female) 
and, the two can serve as an 
illustration for the lexical 
components women and 
flower (–human). In general, 
lexical units preserve their 
lexical inventiveness from 
the paradigmatic interplay 
between their values, which 
is not apparent in their 
independent form, ( Belfarhi, 
2013, p.294).

    Literary meaning is 
detached when it cannot 
be inferred from the 
composition of the words; 
this results in the values of 
the words being expressed 
in a limited way. If this is 
meant to convey anything to 
the comprehension of literary 
meaning, it is the requirement 

to break down words into 
multiple components or 
what we would refer to as all 
feasible components, whether 
important or little, because 
they determine how words 
interact with one another. As 
a result, meaning is obtained 
via lexical decomposition, 
a job that is solely semantic 
and unrestricted by syntactic 
rules. Despite having various 
conceptual frameworks, 
contemporary semantic 
theories all rest on the 
idea of compositionality, 
(Ibid.). Consequently, the 
componential analysis 
serves as the foundation for 
the semantic analysis. Violi 
(2001, p. 53) belays that, a 
set of meaning components 
or features in a more generic 
order, some of which will 
be shared by different terms 
in the lexicon, can be used 
to assess the meaning of 
each term. In lexicon, there 
may. Additionally, there can 
be particular limitations, 
such as those related to the 
characteristics’ structure 
and nature or the methods 
used to choose them. 
Componential analysis, 
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however, is frequently used 
to describe models that make 
considerably more significant 
theoretical assumptions 
as well as straightforward 
deconstruction into semantic 
components.     

     Since the values of lexical 
units are not self-contained 
and have meaning as a result 
of other relations, which may 
be either obvious in the text 
or constrained, component 
analysis offers a descriptive 
model for understanding 
meaning. In order to analyze 
meaning more effectively, the 
componential analysis was 
created in the second half of 
the 1950s and the early 1960s. 
According to Kempson ( 
1977,p. 18) confirms that, 
the meanings of words are 
studied not as unitary ideas 
but as complexes composed 
of meaning components that 
are themselves semantic 
primitives. This suggests that 
words are complexes made 
up of a variety of meanings, 
each of which can include 
another meaning. Due to the 
many relationships between 
these terms and the various 

forms they may take in the 
text.

3.3.	 The Steps Used in 
the Process of Com-
ponential Analysis of 
Meaning

    Only within the same 
semantic domain can a 
compounding analysis (CA) 
be performed. In order to 
determine the diagnostic 
characteristics, there are 
three fundamental processes 
that must be followed (Nida, 
1975, p. 48):

i.	 Identifying the com-
mon characteristics and 
grouping all the differences 
in form and potential associ-
ated functions;
ii.	 Analyzing the relation-
ships between the features to 
identify dependencies and re-
dundancy; and 
iii.	 Developing a set of 
diagnostic features and eval-
uating the suitability of such 
a set.
   Besides, Nida has expanded 
these three fundamental 
procedures into six procedural 
phases that are crucial for 
examining the component 
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parts of a connected set of 
meanings (1975, p. 54-61):
i.	 Selecting tentative-
ly interpretations that seem 
to be connected in that they 
seem to belong to a seman-
tic domain that is generally 
well-defined and that share 
a number of common com-
ponents. In this instance, 
the definitions of “father,” 
“mother,” “son,” “daugh-
ter,” “brother,” “sister,” “un-
cle,” “aunt,” “nephew,” and 
“cousin” all apply to people 
and designated individuals 
who are connected to one an-
other, either by blood or by 
marriage, (Widyastuti, 2010, 
p. 8).
ii.	 A list of all the dis-
tinct categories of referents 
for every meaning inside the 
subject area. One might even 
be able to name every refer-
ent in some exceptional cir-
cumstances. It would seem 
that there would only be one 
referent for father and moth-
er in relation to any one ego. 
Expressions like “father-in-
law,” “mother-in-law,” “step-
father,” and “stepmother” are 
all seen as distinct semantic 
units and should only be used 

as components of extend-
ed domain because they are 
obviously secondary in both 
formal and semantic struc-
ture, (Ibid.). 
iii.	 Identifying the ele-
ments that may apply to some 
but not all of the phrases in 
question when determining 
their meanings. Evidently, 
some of the meanings—as 
shown by the variations be-
tween the referents—involve 
the component of female sex, 
such as mother, aunt, daugh-
ter, sister, niece, and cousin, 
while others—such as father, 
uncle, son, brother, nephew, 
and cousin—involve the com-
ponent of male sex. Regard-
ing sex, the term “cousin” is 
non-distinctive. The qualities 
of sex, generation, lineality, 
and consanguinity vs. affin-
ial connections finally prove 
to be the distinguishing traits. 
One must go feature by fea-
ture to find those components 
that actually produce distinc-
tions, (Ibid.).
iv.	 Finding the diagnostic 
elements that apply to each 
meaning so that the mean-
ing of father can be indicted 
as having the following ele-
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ments: male sex, one ascend-
ing generation, and direct de-
scent; mother as female sex, 
one ascending generation, 
and direct descent; brother as 
male sex, same generation as 
ego, and first degree of later-
ality; etc.( Ibid.).
v.	 Cross-referencing the 
information collected from 
the first operation. One need 
to be able to assign the proper 
words to the referents known 
to have these properties based 

on the diagnostic traits, 
vi.	 Providing a systematic 
description of the diagnos-
tic characteristics. It can be 
done by simply stating the 
diagnostic characteristics for 
each meaning (or phrase), or 
by organizing the data into 
a matrix or tree diagram, 
(Widyastuti, 2010, p. 9). See 
Table No. ( 2).

+1 Generation Father Mother Uncle Aunt
0 Generation Ego Brother Sister Cousin 
1-Generation Son Daughter Nephew Niece 

 Table No. ( 2): The Diagnostic Features of Kinship Terms( 
Adopted from ( Widyastuti, 2010, p. 9).

3.4.	 Componential Analy-
sis’ Linguistic Basis

    There are four different kinds 
of linguistic techniques used 
in CA: naming, paraphrasing, 
defining, and classifying. 
There is every reason to think 
that the outcomes of using the 
four fundamental processes 
of naming, paraphrasing, 
defining, and classifying 
can be essentially accurate 
if elicitation of usage is 

carefully conducted and if the 
results of such a procedure 
are carefully checked against 
spontaneous utterances 
(Nida, 1975, p. 64-66):

i.	 Naming

     Although the perspective 
is somewhat different, 
the naming procedure is 
comparable to reference 
in several ways. The 
relationship between a linear 
unit and a referent is typically 
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defined as a reference, but the 
act of identifying a referent is 
a particular act.

ii.	 Paraphras-
ing 

    Another crucial language 
function is paraphrasing, and 
specific kinds of paraphrases 
may be used to highlight 
the particular qualities of 
each semantic unit. Uncle 
can be interpreted as either 
my mother’s or my father’s 
sibling.

iii.	 Defining 

    Contrary to appearances, 
the act of defining is a 
highly sophisticated sort of 
paraphrasing that is hardly 
employed in actual language 
contexts. Essentially, it 
entails fusing together all of 
the many precise paraphrases 
into a single assertion based 
on the diagnostic elements of 
the specific meaning in issue. 
The sibling of one’s mother 
or father or the spouse of 
one’s aunt may be considered 
an uncle.

iv.	 Classifying

     It entails three steps:  (a 
) grouping together units 
with similar characteristics, 
( b ) sorting apart units that 
differ from one another, 
and ( c ) establishing the 
rationale for these groups. It 
is crucial to identify the traits 
of sex, generation, degree of 
lineality, and consanguinity-
affinal difference in order 
to properly categorize the 
referents for the core kinship 
words in English.

1.1.	 An Ameri-
can Dream: 
The Novel 
Background

     The novella of OMM 
is a fantastic resource for 
understanding the life and 
times of migrant workers in 
the 1930s. It is quite simple 
to follow along because of  its 
lovely descriptive passages, 
clear dialogue, and quick 
chronology. Readers are 
attracted in by the endearing 
characters, who paradoxically 
reflect a group of society that 
was widely disregarded in 
their day. Readers may better 


