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Secret Negotiating Channelsfor the Release of American Hostagesin Iran
1979-1980 (in light of American Documents)
Asst. Prof. Dr. Alaa Razzak Fadhil
Arab Gulf Studies Center - University of Basrah

Abstract:

The American hostage crisisin Iran was one of the issues that had wide resonance
at the global level. As a group of Iranian students took control of the US Embassy in
Tehran in 1979, and holding al its employees hostage, It was a clear violation of
diplomatic norms and laws. approved by internationa conventions and laws, What
made the situation even more dangerous was that the hostages had been held for more
than ayear. This put a lot of pressure on the US administration. which tried from the
beginning to open severa secret channels to negotiate with Iranian officials in order
to liberate them, However, al efforts in this direction did not lead to the desired
results.

Keywords: American hostages in Tehran, Ayatollah Khomeini, US President
Carter, the United Statesand Iran.
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