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Ottoman architecture in Basra
Analytical Documentary Study of Architecture and Urban Fabric in the Ottoman

Period
Abstract:-

Iraqi architecture during the Ottoman period was characterized by the emergence of a special
type of buildings that were not previously known, and these buildings include the Saray, the
Qishla and the brick khana, in addition to many other buildings in various Iraqi cities,
including the city of Basra, which was characterized by a special architectural character, and
by addressing and discussing previous studies appeared The knowledge gap represented in
the lack of an integrated architectural study on the Ottoman architecture in the city of Basra
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at the architectural levels (single buildings) .And the urban fabric of the city, and for the
purpose of filling the lack of knowledge that occurred, these buildings will be addressed,
despite the scarcity of what remains of them, whether documented or undocumented, and to
show their most important architectural characteristics in this period of time, and to clarify
their spatial protection in relation to the current city, since most of these buildings are extinct
and undocumented. Existing at the present time, and what was characteristic of the urban
fabric of the city, and what are the most prominent changes that have taken place and the
additions that have been acquired by the urban fabric of the city, thus achieving the research
objective of documenting these buildings and showing their importance in the visual urban
fabric, and knowledge matters that pertain to this era were put forward. From the Ottoman
rule, according to what the sources indicated in writings, documents and photos, because the
importance of documenting what is provided represents a great importance for this study.
The research reached a set of conclusions, the most important of which is that the Ottoman
period played a prominent role in the emergence of a new urban nucleus and its profound
impact on the expansion of the urban area and in the functional and formal formation of the
city of Basra.

Keywords: Ottoman architecture, Basra, the Serail, Al Qishla, the Wali's house.
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