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Human races and their human meeting
An anthropological study in the philosophy of temperaments and
temperaments in the first Abbasid era
Researcher M.D. Ziad Sabry Zidane
Maysan Education Directorate
Zyadalsray56@gmil.com

Abstract
One of the important transformations in the course of historical events in
the Abbasid state at the social level is the demographic change, or what is
known as the change in demographics, which changed the impact of the
entry of different races, nationalities, nations and races into the mixes and
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cultures that were not previously within the population fabric of Iraq at that
time. The Arab tribes in the days of ignorance and the beginning of Islam
and the Umayyad era, to a mixed society of Arabs, Persians, Zat, Turks,
Zanj, Daylam and others, and there is no doubt that most of these races have
arrived or were brought to Iraq at different periods and times of the life of
the Islamic state, but the effects of their human meeting and its results have
matured and matured in Abbasid era.

Keywords: human races, human sociology, moods and temperaments , the
Abbasid era.
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The Level of Psychological Burnout among Kindergarten Teachers in
Private Schools in Amman in light of the Corona Pandemic
Nesreen aboalhejaa Dr.Rania frehat
Isra university/Faculty of Educational Sciences
Abstract
The study aimed to measure the level of psychological burnout among
kindergarten teachers in private schools in Amman in light of the Corona
pandemic in Marka District. The study population consisted of all (588)
kindergarten teachers in private schools in Marka District. A random sample
of (234) female teachers, and to achieve the objectives of the study, the
researcher prepared a questionnaire consisting of three dimensions
(emotional stress, dulling of feelings, feeling of lack of achievement). The

researcher followed the descriptive survey method.

The study showed that the overall estimate of the level of psychological
burnout among kindergarten teachers from their point of view in general was
average, and the results of the study showed that there are statistically
significant differences due to the effect of the two variables (the teachers’
salary and management style), while the results showed on the other hand that
there are no differences Statistically significant for the level of psychological
burnout among kindergarten teachers from their point of view, due to the
effect of the number of students, and in light of these results, the researcher
recommends conducting studies related to the level of psychological burnout
that deal with variables such as the interaction of parents, the motivation of
teachers, and training courses.

Keywords: Psychological Burnout Level, Kindergarten Teachers in private
schools, Corona Pandemic.
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Abstract

study aimed at the self-learning skills included in The history
book for the fourth grade of high school , was used analytical and
survey types A content analysis tool was utilized to analyze the
content of the history textbook the fourth grade of high school and A
list of self-learning skills necessary, The results showed that all self-
learning skills were included in the history textbook for the fourth
grade of high school but in different proportions in the field of content
and in the field of activities and times in the field of evaluation. In the
light of the above-mentioned results, the study found a number of

recommendations, and suggestions to undertake research and other
similar studies.
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The US war on Iraq in 2003 and the position of the United Nations on it
Prof. Dr. Furat Abdel Hassan Kazem Researcher Hussein Taher
Taskam University of Basra \ College of Education for Human Sciences
Department of History

Summary

This research focused its study on the occupation of Iraq by the United
States of America on March 19, 2003, and the justifications that were
behind the overthrow of the former Iragi regime, whether declared as
weapons of mass destruction and terrorism or hidden such as controlling
Irag's oil and others. It also focused on the positions of members of the UN
Security Council opposing the war, and their position after Waging war on
Irag and the decisions taken during it. Keywords: Justifications for the
occupation of Iraq, positions of members of the UN Security Council, the
US war on Irag in 2003.
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Greek colonization In Southern Italy

Reem Ehsan Ali Hashem

Prof. Dr. Qais Hatim Hani
Abstract

The history of the Greeks witnessed many stages that were

not limited to the events concerned with the countries of the continental
Greeks only, as the Greek colonization in the middle of the eighth century
BC was one of these important events, and the Temple of Delphi played an
important role in encouraging this colonial movement, by guiding and
directing the colonists to the desired areas These areas are suitable for
colonization and population stability, with the riches enjoyed by these areas,
which the Greek countries lack, such as large, flat and arable lands, as well
as the commercial location and the proximity of these areas to gold, copper
and silver mines.
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Abstract :-

The study dealt with the Iranian support for the Kurds of Iraq after the
Shah’s visit to Washington in July 1973 and discussing the Soviet
intervention in Iraq. The Shah decided to increase the support represented
by a set of weapons and economic aid <although this aid did not meet the
Kurdish need, as the Shah did not want the emergence of a Kurdish state on
the borders of his country since this will push Iran's Kurds to become
independent as well. In June 1974 the attack on the Kurds intensified, and
the Kurds became in need of weapons. Despite the provision of weapons,
Iran did not increase aid, and the war almost broke out between Iraq and
Iran at the end of 1974, so all parties saw the need to stop that support, and
otherwise the region will be in a general war, so it was decided to reach an
agreement between Iraq and Iran in March 1975 through the mediation of
the Algerians and the Egyptians. The Kurds were its victim, as Iran took
gains from Iraq and in return abandoned the Kurds, whose movement was
quickly suppressed and they fled outside Iraq.
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The position of the Iraqgi Al-Manar newspaper on the revolution and
the Yemeni civil war (1962-1967

Al-Manar Iragi newspaper was considered one of the Iragi national
newspapers issued during the era of the sixties, which witnessed many
revolutions and uprisings that took place in the Arab world against the
dictatorial ruling regimes, including the Yemeni revolution in 1962 and the
start of the internal conflict in North Yemen between the republicans and
the royalists, which continued until 1970 with the announcement of an
agreement Yemeni national reconciliation, so the newspaper's interest in the
Yemeni events that expressed the revolutionary national liberation tide and
which called for the need to get out of the language of rhetoric and slogans
to the language of practical and serious reality.

Keywords (Yemeni revolution, Al-Manar newspaper, Arab unity)
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The clans’ sieges of the city of Baghdad during the reign of the
governor, Ali Reda Al-Laz
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Summary

The nature of Iragi society over the centuries is a clan-tribal nature The
tribe is the most important social structure in Iraq and the Arab world, with
its presence, history, action and emotion, with its influence and influence
The sheikh of the clan was the prominent social interface, which directs the
social relations between the members of the clan themselves and with other
clans, or between the clan and the state, which paid the clans great attention
because it was benefiting from them to face the dangers facing the Ottoman
Empire. And the latter gave the sheikhs many privileges in return for her
services, and in most cases the government evaded carrying out its promises
to the sheikhs and tended to strike the clans one by one in order to sow
discord and turmoil among the sons of the clans. Our tagged research
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explains the nature of the relationship between the governor, Ali Reda Al-
Laaz, and the Shamar and Anza clans, and how he benefited from the first,
in eliminating the Mameluke and restoring direct Ottoman rule over
Baghdad and moving the second over it when the Shamar clan demanded
new privileges..
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Abstract

The crime of fraud is one of the most serious crimes, because
of its serious social and economic effects on it, and after the mention
of this crime in the Holy Quran, the Prophet Muhammad (peace be
upon him) explained it with all its contents and details and its effects
on the individual and society, and after the martyrdom of the Holy
Prophet (peace be upon him) the people of the house completed the
reaffirmation of its avoidance and the establishment of the necessary
limits for it, because they were forced to cleanse the Islamic society
of all deviations that occurred in society after The martyrdom of the
Prophe To ensure that individuals in the Islamic State live in Itgra
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Abstract

Covid-19 is a fresh subject that affects all aspects of human lives all over
the world. It turns the world upside-down. Thus, when making a pragma-
discourse study, one should not avoid it. The study deals with an article that
discusses omicron, the latest Coronavirus variant, from Fox News, the
American Republican Channel. With the aid of Eemeren’s Pragma-
Dialectical Approach, the study analyzes the text to find out the
argumentation structure and determine the kinds of speech acts used in each
argumentation stage. The study shows how the arguer uses such speech acts
to support his standpoint and then convince the reader with it. The article
title is “Omicron Clobber Christmas...and Joe Biden”.

Keywords: Omicron, Coronavirus, Argumentation, Pragma-Dialectical,
Speech Acts, argumentation Structure.
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1. Introduction

A pragma-discourse study is a study that investigates a particular text
proposes a pragmatic view in discourse analysis, and makes full use of these
disciplines to convince the reader with a particular point of view. Whatever the
case, a pragma-discourse study is concerned with pragmatics and discourse
analysis. First, pragmatics as yule| (1996:3) suggests “is the study of speaker
meaning. This type of study necessarily involves the interpretation of what
people mean in a particular context and how the context influences what is said.
It requires considering how speakers organize what they want to say according to
who they're talking to, where, when, and under what circumstances”. Second,
discourse analysis for Fairclough (1995: 7) is “the analysis of how texts work
within social practices”. Moreover, Schmitt (2010:45) states that “Discourse
analysis is the analysis of language in its social context”. Though discourse
analysis is looking for a detailed linguistic analysis of the texts, that is, discourse
Is concerned with the samples of the social interaction by taking part or
completing the form of language.

Argumentation Theory is the study of the interpersonal sense of the
argument. It is significant to mention that argument can be used concerning two
senses. The first is the formal sense of argument which is a set of propositions
that consists of one or more premises, used to ground a claim, and a conclusion
that is reached through the premises (Walton,1970). The other sense refers to the
claims made by people when discussing, discovering knowledge, and creating
social truths in various contexts. Argumentation is an important part of
communication. According to Frans H. van Eemeren, the meaning of
argumentation in its technical sense should be further clarified because the
notion requires the analysis of technical terms (2010). Frans H VVan Eemeren and
Rob Grootendorst created the Pragma Dialectical Approach of Argumentation
Theory to develop distinct norms that, when followed, will result in acceptable
debate and good conclusions. The pragma-dialectical method is founded on a
systematic philosophical framework that employs logical and critical
conversation to settle disagreements about its goal. To give a foundation for this
type of debate, van Eemeren and Grootendorst define an argument as a type of
complicated speech act composed of several smaller speech acts organized into
four stages (confrontation, opening, argumentation, and concluding).
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The study aims to study the argumentative structure in Fox News media
coverage of the Omicron variant which is the online article: “Omicron Clobber
Christmas...and Joe Biden” by determining the speech acts that occur in such
article.

It is worth mentioning that the study includes the following hypotheses:

1. Argumentative structure in the article of the Fox News channel on the
Omicron variant is used for different functions.

2. Eemeren Pragma- Dialectical Model of argumentation is very applicable to
Fox News media coverage on dealing with the new virus.

3. The person, his real intention, and the nature of the topic determine the kind of
speech act used in the argumentation. Accordingly, the speech acts vary in
different argumentations.

4. The number of argumentations varies from one speech to another.

2. The Pragma Dialectical Approach of Argumentation
A Pragma-dialectical approach is an approach of argumentation that
originated at the University of Amsterdam by Frans van Eemeren and Rob
Grootendorst. According to this approach, argumentation is a complex speech
act, with the wusual four types of “felicity conditions” (Searle, 1969):
propositional content and essential conditions (together called identity
conditions), and preparatory and sincerity conditions (together called correctness
conditions). Since speech act theory belongs to pragmatics (studying language in
use), the “pragma” in the “pragma-dialectics” refers to the construal of
argumentation as a speech act, while the “dialectics” means investigating the
speech act of argumentation concerning the way that people use in conversation.
The conversation is achieved in four stages: the first is a confrontation stage in
which two people express a difference of opinion, the second is an opening stage
in which they agree on a practical and authentic solution for their difference of
opinion, and the third is an argumentation stage in which argumentation is
advanced and responded to, and the fourth is a concluding stage in which the
participants decide the way of resolving their difference of opinion.” In the
simplest case, one party expresses doubt about an assertion by the other party. It
is then up to this latter party, the “protagonist”, to justify the assertion to the
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satisfaction of the other party, the “antagonist”, using the starting points agreed
to at the opening stage” (Eemeren, 2002).

The study of argumentation is represented through four fundamental
metatheoretical principles, these principles are externalization, socialization,
functionalization, and dialectification. The aforementioned principles agree with
essential characteristics of the consideration that define the nature of the theory.
In addition, these principles determine the methodological requirements that
must be obtained for an argumentation theory to serve its purposes and avoid
disabilities in consideration. Moreover, they determine the shape of the theory
and how it will be constructed. “It is the implementation of these meta-
theoretical principles that distinguish the pragma-dialectical theory of
argumentation distinctively from other approaches” (Eemeren, 2018: 19).

3. Speech Act Theory and Argumentation

Speech act theory is a social act of doing things with words. It is concerned
with how language can be used. “Actions performed via utterances are generally
called speech acts and, in English, are commonly given more specific labels,
such as apology, complaint, compliment, invitation, promise, or request”
(Yule,1996:47). Firstly, speech act theory originated by Austen, then it was
developed by Searle. Speech acts theory should be aligned with a model of
discourse when it is identified as a unit of language. These units then must be
embedded in the discourse structure. Austen and Searle argued that order words
are essential to carry the meaning involved in the message of the speaker (Di
Pietro, 1994: 84).

The idea of speech acts theory came from the belief that some philosophers
thought that for too long the statement is described in terms of some state of
affairs that contribute to stating facts that might be either true or false. Later this
idea was developed by Austin who declared that the study of meaning should not
be limited to a particular set of statements taken from the context because the
language in speech is used to feed the need of people for many functions such as
promises, invitations, requests, etc. (Austin, 1975: 375). Austin divides
utterances into performatives and constative. Performative utterances occur when
the speaker acts as speaking. On the other hand, constative utterances do not act,
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they are used in description and assertion. Austin also states that there are
differences in perceiving a speech act by differentiating a speech act into
locution, illocution, and perlocution.

John Searle (1969: 42) develops the speech act theory by making it more
systematic. Further, he also divided utterances into locutionary and illocutionary
acts and he makes a distinction between a proposition or propositional act and
illocutionary force. For him, the speaker does four acts: Utterance act,
propositional act, illocutionary act, and perlocutionary act. He explains that
speech acts are performed when language is used in an appropriate situation.
Respectively, the basic assumption in speech act theory the performance of
certain kinds of speech acts is considered the minimal unit in human
communication. In addition, Searle expresses further development in Austin’s
classifications of performatives and gives the following categories:

Assertive Statements may be judged true or false because they aim to describe a
state of affairs in the world.

Directives Statements that attempt to make another person’s action or behavior
appropriate to the propositional content.

Commissive Statements commit the speaker to do action according to the
propositional content.

Expressive Statements that express the sincerity condition of the speech act.
Declarative Statements attempt to change the world by representing it as having
been changed (Wardhaugh, 2006: 287).

In his work on speech act theory, Searle shed light on how the utterance is
perceived by the hearer for the hearer to have the force which the utterance
pOSSesses.

4. A Pragma- Discourse Study of Fox News “Omicron Clobber
Christmas...and Joe Biden”

The following text is one of the Fox News published articles that are
related to Omicron Coronavirus Variant. This material was published on
December 20, 2021. It is written by Liz peak; she is an American conservative
commentator and business analyst on the finance industry and government.
The argumentation consists of four arguments as the following.
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Argument 1:

A. Confrontation Stage

1. As we approach Christmas, our spirits are again dashed by growing
COVID cases and news of cancellations: (assertive)

2. holiday parties, Broadway shows, and even the iconic Rockettes have
called it quits on Christmas 2021. (assertive)

B. Opening Stage

1. President Biden, persistently off-key, is spreading gloom by warning of
"a winter of severe illness and death™ (commissive)

2. for the unvaccinated, hammering home yet again the need to take the
shot. That’s what he’s got. (directive)

C. argumentation Stage

1. Unfortunately, it’s not enough. Breakthrough cases, hospitalizations, and
deaths are mounting, (assertive)

2. as it turns out the vaccines’ effectiveness is not what we hoped, and
especially against omicron. (declarative)

3. It is hard to find national data, as the government appears reluctant to
admit that while the shots help protect most people from serious illness and
death, they are not foolproof. (declarative)

4. Certain states are filling in the gaps. Minnesota, for example, has reported
116,000 COVID cases among fully vaccinated people since Nov. 7; of
those, 4,701 were hospitalized and 839 people have died. (declarative)

5. In Maine, which has one of the highest vaccination rates in the country
(with 95% of the over-65 crowd fully vaxxed), (declarative)

6. 59% of deaths in October were among the fully vaccinated, prompting
Sen. (declarative)
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7. Susan Collins, R-Maine, to ask Anthony Fauci to explain the growing toll
during a Senate hearing. He could not. (assertive)

D. Concluding Stage

1. Americans are discouraged by the surge in omicron; many are angry.
(assertive)

2. After all, Joe Biden promised to beat the virus. (commissive)

3. That may be why in a recent Economist poll, only 24% of respondents
"strongly approve" of Biden’s handling of the pandemic while 34%
"strongly disapprove.” (assertive)

Argument 2

A. Confrontation Stage

1. Biden opened his final debate against President Trump saying, 220,000
Americans dead. (assertive)

2. If you hear nothing else that I say tonight, hear this: anyone who’s
responsible for not taking control, in fact not saying, ‘I take no
responsibility initially,” (assertive)

3. anyone responsible for that many deaths should not remain as president of
the United States of America." (assertive)

B. Opening Stage

1. The message is garbled, of course, but it is nonetheless clear: (assertive)
2. COVID is Trump’s fault, (directive)

3. and I will do better. And yet, amazingly, he has not. (commissive)

4. As of November, COVID deaths under President Biden surpassed those
recorded during 2020; (assertive)

5. so far this year, the tragic total is about 390,000. (declarative)

C. Argumentation Stage
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1. Why have we not seen more progress in the battle against the virus?
(assertive)

2. Maybe because Joe Biden’s White House has been laser-focused on
promoting a costly progressive welfare agenda (assertive)

3. and undoing President Trump’s legacy instead of addressing the nation’s
most urgent concerns, like inflation or stamping out COVID. (assertive)

4. Maybe because the administration has politicized the virus or is simply
incompetent. (assertive)

5. Possibly ... all of the above. (assertive)

6. Consider this: the White House, incredibly, has failed to bring on board a
new full-time commissioner of the Food and Drug Administration,
(declarative)

7. a position left vacant all year. (assertive)

8. In fact, the White House did nominate Robert Califf, former FDA
commissioner under President Obama, to fill the critical post, (declarative)
9. but failed to submit the candidate’s paperwork on time, thus delaying his
installation until next year. (declarative)

D. Concluding Stage

1. Why is that important? Because the FDA needs to quickly approve new
COVID therapies and has dragged its feet in approving fast virus tests,
(assertive)

2. making such products scarcer and more expensive than in Europe.
(assertive)

3. Even the left-leaning Bloomberg editorial board described the paperwork
miss amid a "national health crisis" as "incompetence.” (declarative)

4. In addition to the FDA lapse, the Biden White House has frequently
issued contradictory guidance on masks and shutdowns and boosters;
(assertive)

5. even the New York Times described the messaging as "muddled."
(declarative)
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Argument 3:

A. Confrontation Stage

1. Last October, Candidate Biden blamed COVID deaths on the fact that
Trump "still has no plan” and promised he had one. (commissive)

2. This was the pitch that — more than anything — got Biden elected. How
has his plan panned out? (assertive)

B. Opening Stage

1. First, he was wrong. (assertive)

2. Trump had a plan, which was to develop a vaccine. (assertive)

3. Operation Warp Speed delivered the shot in record time, (declarative)

4. allowing all Americans to reduce their chances of developing serious
iliness or even death. (assertive)

5. The Commonwealth Fund says the shot has saved one million lives.
(commissive)

A. Argumentation stage

1. Biden’s plan, meanwhile, failed to materialize. (assertive)

2. Biden campaigned during 2020 on establishing a nationwide mask
mandate until it became clear that such regulations were likely illegal.
(assertive)

3. He also promised to beef up testing, (commissive)

4. but it has only been in recent weeks, with the surge in omicron cases, that
the White House has promised to make 50 million free tests available to
uninsured Americans. (commissive)

5. Those with insurance lucky enough to find a test will have to pay for
them. (commissive)

D. Concluding Stage

1. Instead of a mask mandate, Biden has pushed a controversial vaccine
mandate, since millions remain unprotected. (declarative)
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2. The reluctance of some to be vaccinated (and more recently boosted) is
a failure of this president, who rails about the politicization of COVID
but has been its single biggest author. (assertive)

Argument 4

A. Confrontation Stage

1. President Trump accused Biden of spreading "anti-vaccine rhetoric”; he
was right. (assertive)

2. Biden repeatedly questioned the safety of the shot, hinting that Trump
might have pressured health authorities to green-light the drug for political
purposes and saying he did not "trust” the president. (assertive)

3. That did not inspire confidence. (assertive)

B. Opening Stage

1. Biden convinced Americans, helped by friendly media outposts, that our
country’s tragic loss of life (commissive)

2. and horrific economic jolt was Trump’s fault, and an alarmed electorate
bought the lie. (assertive)

C. Argumentation Stage

1. As of Biden’s inauguration date, the U.S. had recorded 123.9 deaths per
100,000 citizens; that was fewer than the UK’s 136.4 deaths per hundred
thousand, (declarative)

2. but ahead of the EU, where deaths stood at 96.5. Just last week, the U.S.
had suffered 242 deaths per hundred thousand citizens, ahead of the UK
(219) and the EU (197). (declarative)

3. In effect, our cumulative comparative totals have been worse under Biden
than under Trump. (assertive)
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D. Concluding stage

1. It was ridiculous to blame Trump for the pandemic; neither is Biden
responsible for the terrible toll taken by COVID-19. (assertive)

2. But Biden foolishly promised he could do better, and he has failed.
(commissive)

3. Americans are weary, and they feel cheated. (assertive)

4. They elected Joe Biden because they believed him. (assertive)

5. Now they know better. (assertive)

To start with argument one, from the very title criticizing the
American president is clear since Fox News is opposing him. Joe Biden is
Democratic while Fox News is a Republican channel that supports Trump
and it was against Biden. The title “Omicron clobbers Christmas ... and Joe
Biden” indicates that the president’s popularity is declining. Biden’s calling
for taking the vaccine and the booster to avoid being infected with Omicron
Is useless. Although the American people get vaccinated, it will not protect
them from infection. Many persons have been infected despite taking the
vaccine. In addition, Christmas celebrations have been canceled due to
Omicron.

The confrontation stage shows that the arguer seems to be depressed
because all the Christmas celebrations were canceled and excluded. This is
why the arguer uses assertive speech acts to assert that Covid 19 is the main
reason for cancellation.

When looking at the opening stage, we can easily recognize that the
arguer attacks the American president, Biden, by accusing him of
“spreading gloom” as he declared that this winter will be the season of
illness and death for unvaccinated people.

The argumentation stage shows that the arguer is criticizing the
American government's declarations on the vaccine's effectiveness. Biden
repeatedly insists that taking the vaccine and booster shot would protect
people from being infected with Omicron. But the fact is that the vaccine is
not the magic cure, despite taking the vaccine many people were infected
with the new variant. Declarative speech acts are used to give trustful
numbers of Covid cases of vaccinated people in many states.
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In the concluding stage, assertive and commissive speech acts indicate
that the American people are dissatisfied with Biden’s procedures during the
pandemic. According to the recent Economist poll, the arguer here gives
trustful information that 24% of the American people are with Biden while
34% are against him.

Moving to argument 2, the arguer here is attacking Biden and his
government. In the confrontation stage, the arguer mentions Biden’s speech
when he was a presidential candidate to show how much he contradicts
himself. Three assertive speech acts are used by Biden when he attacks the
vice president, Trump, and accused him of being responsible for many
deaths in the United States. He also added that Trump should be no more a
president.

In the opening stage, Biden keeps blaming Trump for being the reason
behind Covid -19 spread, he also promises to do better when he becomes the
president. This was part of his plan to win over Trump by convincing people
that Trump is the main reason for their beloved deaths. But what happened
when Biden became the president? The total number of deaths is raised,
reaching 390,000. We can see the difference if we look at the number during
Trump’s regime which was 220,000.

In the argumentation stage, the writer starts with a question. He is
wondering about the government’s dereliction in fighting Omicron. Then he
answers his question by using four assertive speech acts to support and
defend his standpoint. The arguer gives two possible answers by which he
intends to snipe the new president. Moreover, the writer uses three
declarative speech acts when he attacks the White House under the
leadership of Biden. The arguer is denoted that the White House nominate
the same person that fill the position of FDA under Obama’s administration.
He is criticizing the Democrats since Obama and Biden are both Democrats.

In the concluding stage, the arguer uses three assertive speech acts to
ensure that Biden’s administration lapses the American people. During the
time Biden encourages people to protect themselves by wearing masks and
taking the vaccine, he left the position of the FDA vacant. FDA is
responsible for prescribing Covid medications and tests, so it has a big role
in dealing with such a pandemic. Furthermore, the writer employs a
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declarative speech act to support his standpoint when he mentions the New
York Times description of Biden’s muddled decisions.

The arguer in argument three keeps attacking Biden that he makes
things that he ignores before. In the confrontation stage, the arguer mentions
that Biden promises to follow some strategies that Trump fails to use. Biden
again accuses Trump of being the reason behind Covid deaths.

In the opening stage, the arguer refutes Biden by using assertive speech
acts. He gives evidence that Trump has a plan to fight the new variant and
that Biden is the one who has no plan. He uses the commissive speech act to
defend his standpoint when he muses about the Commonwealth declaration
about the vaccine developed during the Trump administration.

The argumentation stage shows that Biden has not developed any
medication or vaccine to defeat Omicron, instead, he insisted on using
masks and making them mandatory. This step is seeming to be illegal as the
arguer assumes. The arguer here gives more shreds of evidence that Biden
has no plan, and the American President keeps laying and giving unfinished
promises. He does not beef up testing as he promises, but after the spread of
Omicron, he was in a critical situation so he ensures that 50 million tests are
available to the American people.

In the concluding stage, Biden is still flouncing in that he encourages his
population to take mandatory vaccines instead of using masks. We can see
that the arguer in this stage uses assertive speech acts to ensure his
viewpoint.

Discussing argument four, it is clear that the writer continues to attack
Biden. In the confrontation stage, the arguer uses the assertive speech act
three times to defend his standpoint concerning Biden’s accusations
concerning the vaccine effectiveness, that Trump, as Biden assumes, uses
the vaccine for political purposes.

The opening stage shows how Biden convinced the American people to
elect him, not his rival Trump. Biden successfully uses the pandemic and its
results to win over Trump. He declared that the cause of deaths and
economic descent is Trump’s bad policy. The arguer assumes that Biden’s
friendly media helped him do this.
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In the argumentation stage, the arguer made a sort of comparison. Such
a comparison is related to the number of deaths in the United States and in
the United Kingdom and Europe during Trump’s times on the one hand and
Biden’s on the other. The result shows that deaths increased during Biden’s
rule rather than Trump’s. It is worth mentioning that the arguer in this stage
uses two declarative speech acts in addition to an assertive one to support
his viewpoint.

The last stage in the last argument shows that the arguer uses four
assertive speech acts and a commissive one to defend his standpoint that the
pandemic is not Trump’s nor Biden’s fault. None of them is responsible for
death cases, the mistake that Biden did is that he confidently promised to
defeat Covid-19 but he failed to do so. Biden knew very well that he could
not defeat the virus, but he says so to win the election. For this reason, the
American people realize that Biden cheats them.

The following table represents the speech acts that are used in the Fox News
article “Omicron Clobber Christmas...and Joe Biden”:
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Table 1: Speech Acts Distribution in the Argumentation Stages of Fox
News Article “Omicron Clobber Christmas...and Joe Biden”

Stages Argument1 | Argument2 | Argument 3 | Argument 4
Confrontation | Assertive, Assertive, Commissive, | Assertive,
Stage assertive. assertive, assertive. assertive,
assertive, assertive.
assertive.
Opening Commissive, | Assertive, Assertive, Commissive,
Stage directive. directive, assertive, assertive.
commissive, | declarative,
assertive, assertive,
declarative. | commissive.
Argumentation | Assertive, Assertive, Assertive, Declarative,
Stage declarative, | assertive, assertive, declarative,
declarative, | assertive, commissive, | assertive.
declarative, | assertive, commissive,
declarative, | assertive, commissive.
declarative, | declarative,
assertive. assertive,
declarative,
declarative.
Concluding Assertive, Assertive, Declarative, | Assertive,
Stage commissive, | assertive, assertive. commissive,
assertive. declarative, assertive,
assertive, assertive,
declarative. assertive.

The following table illustrates the number and the kinds of speech acts that
are used in the arguments of the Fox news article “Omicron Clobber
Christmas...and Joe Biden™:
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Table 2: Number and Kinds of Speech Acts in the Fox News Article
“Omicron Clobber Christmas...and Joe Biden”

Speech | Argument | Argument | Argument | Argument | Total
AcCts 1 2 3 4
Assertiv | 6 15 7 9 37
e
Directiv | 1 1 0 0 2
e
Commis | 2 1 5 2 10
sive
Expressi | 0 0 0 0 0
ve
Declarat | 5 6 2 2 15
ive

Total 14 23 14 13 64

Both tables (1 and 2) represent the speech acts that are used in the Fox
News article mentioned above. The assertive speech act is the kind that is
frequently used since it is used to describe events, people, and status, to
assert a specific idea, or to confirm a proposition. The arguer used the
assertive speech act 37 times in all the arguments. It is more used in
argument two, whereby the arguer used it 15 times. As for the speech act
that came second, it is the declarative one that is used 14 times. It is used, as
Searle suggests, by the speaker to change the situation once the speech is
uttered. A declarative utterance is used when the arguer wants to express a
fact, give information, or explain something. If we look at the commissive
speech act, the arguer used it 10 times in his article. The directive speech act
is rarely used, and it is used once in argument one and also once in
argument two. The expressive speech act is floating in this argumentation.
The arguer avoids using it since the expressive speech act is used for
expressing the arguer’s emotional and mental state.
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THE RATIO OF SPEECH ACTS IN
ARGUMENTATION STRUCTURE
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confrontation stage  opening stage concluding stage

stage
M assertive 10 5 13 9
B declarative 0 2 10 2
B commissive 1 4 2
expressive 0 0 0
M directive 0 2 0
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Chart 1: The Ratio of Speech Acts in the argumentation Structure of
Fox News Article “Omicron Clobbers Christmas ...and Biden”

The Chart shows excessive use of assertive, unlike the expressive one
which the arguers prefer not to use at all. The directive speech act is used
only 2 times, once in argument 1 and another in argument 2. The
commissive speech act is employed in all arguments. The speakers use it
twice in argument 1 both in the opening stage and the concluding stage.
Once in argument 2 in the opening stage. Five times in argument 3, once
both in the confrontation and the opening stage, then 3 times in the
argumentation stage. In argument 4, the commissive is used twice, once in
the opening stage and another in the concluding stage. As for the
declarative speech act, it is used 15 times. In argument 1 the writers use 5
declarative speech acts; all are in the argumentation stage. Argument 2
consists of 6 declarative usages, 1 in the opening stage, 3 in the
argumentation stage, and 2 in the concluding stage. Argument 3 contains
two declarations one in the opening stage and the other in the concluding
stage. In argument 4, declarative usages take place two times, both in the
argumentation stage.

5. Conclusion

In short, analyzing the Fox News text “Omicron Clobbers Christmas
...and Biden” shows that the pragma-dialectical approach for argumentation
is fruitful in determining the structure of argumentation by dividing it into
stages to help analyze it. The confrontation stage concentrates on the
speaker’s points of view that he finds easiest to deal with. The opening stage
is the most advantageous starting point. In the argumentation stage, the
arguer can choose strategic lines of defense or attack. The concluding stage
aims at achieving the result of the discourse. Moreover, investigating the
types of speech acts is essential in determining the stages of the argument.

In addition, the analysis of the Fox News article using the pragma-
dialectical approach helps to identify the argumentation structures, as well
as the speech acts that the arguer use to support and defend his standpoint,
then convince the reader with it. The study concludes that the type of the
text is a political one by which the arguer wants to defend his standpoint by
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criticizing American president Biden. The arguer accuses Biden of being a
criminal and that he spreads gloom when saying that unvaccinated people
will die. Biden, as the writer assumes, deceived the American people when
he promised to save them and defeat the Corona monster. All Biden
promises are not to save the Americans, but instead to win over Trump and
become the president of the US.
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