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Oz: The article aims to clarify the position of Turkey towards the demands of the
Kurdistan region in Iraq for independence in 2017. Although the relations between the
two sides (Turkey and KRG) were witnessing a remarkable development and many
political, military, economic, and cultural agreements, those relations were strained
at that time by the step taken by the leadership of the KRG on the twenty-fifth of
September 2017, which was rejected by Turkey, Ankara took serious steps to prevent
the implementation of this project, including strict economic measures against KRG.
Turkey preferred to stand with the unity and sovereignty of Iraq rather than stand with
its interests in the Kurdistan region of Iraq. Turkey has not stopped its pressure until
the leadership of the Kurdistan region of Iraq announced the cancellation of the results
of this referendum, which Turkey has greatly welcomed.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Turkey, Iraq, Erbil, the Kurds, Kurdistan independence refe-
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Abstract: Bu makale; Irak’taki Kiirdistan Bolgesi’nin 2017 yilindaki bagimsizlik
taleplerine kars1 Tirkiye’nin pozisyonuna agiklik getirmeyi amaglamaktadir. Taraflar
(Turkiye ve IKBY) arasindaki iligkilerde kayda deger gelisme goézlenmekte ve pek cok
siyasi, askeri, ekonomik ve kiiltlirel anlagmaya taniklik edilmekle birlikte, bu iliskiler
25 Eyliil 2017 tarihinde Kiirdistan yonetiminin attig1 adimla gerginlesmistir. Bu adim
Turkiye tarafindan reddedilmis ve Ankara, bu projenin uygulanmasini engellemek
icin, IKBY’ye kars1 sik1 ekonomik tedbirleri de i¢ceren ciddi adimlar atmigtir. Tiirkiye,
Irak’in Kiirdistan bolgesi ile olan ¢ikarlarindansa Irak’in birligi ve egemenliginin
yaninda olmayi tercih etmistir. Irak’in Kiirdistan bolgesi yonetimi referandum
sonuglarinin iptal edildigini aciklayana kadar Tiirkiye baskisini durdurmamistir. Iptal
karar1 Tirkiye tarafindan biiylik memnuniyetle karsilanmistir.

Keywords: Tiirkiye, Irak, Erbil, Kiirtler, Kiirdistan Bagimsizlik Referandumu,
Kiirdistan Demokrat Partisi, Mesud Barzani.
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(*) David Romano: 2006, The Kurdish Nationalist Movement, Opportunity, Mobilization, and Identity,
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(*") Marianna Charountaki, Op.Cit., p.192.
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(" Merve Ozdemirkiran: 2015, Soft power and the challenges of private actors: Turkey - Kurdish
Regional Government (KRG), European, Journal of Turkish Studies, No. 21, pp. 7,11; Kadir ustun,
Lesley Dudden: 2017, Turkey-KRG Relationship: Mutual Interests, Geopolitical Challenges,
Washington ,p.11.

(**) Goniil Tol: 2014, Untangling the Turkey-KRG Energy Partnership: Looking Beyond Economic
Drivers, Policy Brief, No 14, March p.4; Siileyman Elik: 2014, Turkey-KRG Energy Relations: The
Dispute Over Kurdistan’s Oil Sale to Turkey, Center for Strategic Studies, Middle East, No: 1147, 6
August, p.2.

(**) Soner Cagaptay and Tyler Evans, Op.Cit., p.7.

(**) Marianna Charountaki Op.Cit ,.p.206.
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(**) Bill Park: 2014, Turkey-Kurdish Regional Government Relations After the U.S. Withdrawal from
Iraq: Putting the Kurds on the Map, United States, p.13.

(*®) Soner Cagaptay, Christina Bache Fidan, and Ege Cansu Sacikara, Op.Cit., p.1.

(*") Soner Cagaptay and Tyler Evans, Op.Cit., p.9.

(*®) Soner Cagaptay, Christina Bache Fidan, and Ege Cansu Sacikara, Op.Cit., p.1.

(*%) Gareth Stansfield: 2014, kurdistan rising to acknowledge or ignore the unraveling of iraq, middle east
memo, Number 33, July, p.4; Mohammed A. Salih: 2016, Low Oil Prices Complicate Iraqi Kurdish
Independence, Middle East Institute, Policy Focus Series, March, p.1; Laura Broker: 2016, Any Hope
for a Kurdish State, The United States, Germany and the Prospects of Kurdish Self-Determination,
Washington, p.11.
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(*) Giilistan Giirbey, Sabine Hofmann, and Ferhad Ibrahim Seyder: 2017, Between State and Non-State,
Politics and Society in Kurdistan-Iraq and Palestine, New York, p.62.

(*"y Kadir ustun ,Lesley Dudden, Op.Cit., p.16.

(**) Nancy E. Soderberg, David L. Phillips: 2015, state-building in iraqi kurdistan, New York, pp.24-25.

(**) Carlo Frappi: 2016, The Energy Factor: Oil and State-Building in Iraqi-Kurdistan, in book Kurdistan
an Invisible Nation, Milano, p. 114.

(**) Karol Wasilewski: 2017, Turkey and Iraqi Kurdistan, polski instytut spraw miedzynarodowych the
polish institute of international affairs,Polska, No. 89 (1029), 27 September, p.1.

Ortadogu
550 Eefiel e i



Free Hand


2017 ple IV Gl all (i S a8l e (e S il (i 5l

e oS Al Gl ssea o e pll es ¢ GEBls Gt (Sl aga ) e L) Al )
sl e Ghadl A8 0L 2014 sls /558 e IV B ple) ) V) 0 S Tk
iy B g o 8 UL cad 8pal) pdal) clgiadl U 0B edl Gpme 2 DY)
L padl il poud yn (bl @8 (B (Aa Bgpall 8 Lglls 33 8 Ui
8 ahall oh lae (aglitin 198 o) GliwaS Sl gl Glag...daali Gils
5520 Al MV aa SISy H0INEN) g liwaS G o) AR 1 GV Gag Lo and
Bl ge DY) (Phe A (e dauzlsy Aaga
oS 8l Jola 3 (@hall e el Glely Plia) e PEST ) Glsed il
15$5a0s Al 4y Sl Gle Ul (o Gams Hlgd) pliie cagallial lgle gl o))
ol i clseall @l o) YLD WSS Ly Bhldl @l e el Ty
DY) el dngs Leddsy oY) e haY LS5 eY) saniall cls) dcajlas cass <Ll
Dl LS5 Cujle LS Akl 8 by o) dede ) el san o) e 153 2
Ll e e V) @l gy o (e sa )l DELY) (Plely oY) sla) lysms
) geyie diall I 2)S0 ain dlld S LK
AT Hiees 30l ae leliinl By dpmae die 2017 585 [obsn 00 gl by
Bl ) U ey (LS all) Aegay gl 8 AS)LA) Al Sl Al
Gk g Laa¥) el - 5L Gt Al Aefa Gy ) e Jsuy Cpus Gl s
Lol dpulid) CBICLL wa)S plely llanly UEu] pase Jualdt ) G saainal
day LY shal Hypa dsn aeilladley arel)l gopalall mhhy (luaS o)

oselal) agy aaas o Al dillaal) el g paladl 538y a8V 8 3da) cCa)

(45) Emel Elif Tugdar, Serhun Al: 2018, Comparative Kurdish Politics in the Middle East, Actors, Ideas,
and Interests, U.S.A., p.119.
(**) Michael Tanchum: 2014, Between Ankara and Tehran: How the Scramble for Kurdistan Can
Reshape Regional Relations, Strategic Assessment, Volume ,17 No. ,3 October, p.67.
28 Uo Sl ol 1 /5505 2 elag W1 2014 1ol Aina(*)
(**) Robin Mills: 2016, Under the Mountains: Kurdish Oil and Regional Politics, UK, pp.4-5; Ibrahim Al-
Marashi: 2017, What Future for Iraq? Unity and Partition after Mosul, in book: After Mosul
Relnventing Iraq, Milano, p.15.
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Amatzia Baram, Achim Rohde and Ronen Zeidel: 2010, Iraq Between Occupations: Perspectives from
1920 to the Present, New York, p.93.
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(") Independent Advisory Group on Country Information: 2017, Iraq: Political opinion in the Kurdistan
Region of Iraq (KRI,( London, pp.13 - .14

(**) Remziye Yilmaz: 2017, Turkey-KRG Energy Relations: Internal and External Dynamics, Journal of
Global Analysis, Vol. ,7 No. ,2 Summer Issue, p.140.

(**) Mesut Ozcan; 2017, The KRG’s Referendum on Independence: Domestic and Regional Dynamics,
SharqForum, Istanbul, September, pp.5-6.
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